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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHEsSTER A. JACKY, a
citizen of the United States residing at Cou-

lee City, in the county of Douwlas _and State -

of Washington, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Thill-Loops, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention provides a thill - loop of
novel construction which will admit of back-
ing the horse into the shatts or thills in the

act of harnessing without requiring the care

and causing the vexation usually attendant
upon guiding the thills through the loops
and wholly obviating the necessity of wrap-
ping the straps about the thills, thereby

greatly facilitating the operation of harness-

ing as well as unhitching.

For a full description of the invention and
the merits thereol and also to acquire a
knowledge of the details of construction of

“the means for effecting the result reference

is to be had to the followmﬂ' description and
accompanying drawings.

While the essential and characteristic fea-
tures of the invention are susceptible of
modification, still the preferred embodiment
of the mventlon is 1llustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 1s a perspective view of a thill-
loop embodying the invention, showing a
portion of a thill and a part of the harness-

saddle, the parts being in codperative rela-

tion. Flﬂ' 2 is a vertical section of the thill-
view of the thill-loop as seen from the outeh
most side member. Fig. 4 1s a detail per
spective view of the hook and link and com-
ponent parts of the sling, the same being sep-
arated.

Corresponding and like parts are referred

to in the following description and indicated
in all the views of the dr awings by the same
reference characters.
- In general appearance the thill-loop 1s of
or dmary construction and is suspended from
the tug 1 and connected to the belly-band
(not shown) in the accustomed -manner. |

A thill - loop constructed in accordance
with this mventlon compuses a lower por-
tion, designated asa‘‘sling,”
hook 2 and link 3, and an upper portion com-

The
hook 2 has an opening 6 at one end,forming a

cross-bar, to which the blllet 4 18 attached i

Fig. 31s aside |

band.

and comprising a,

the usual manner. The opposite end of the
hook 2 1s provided. with a headed stud 7 to
make mterlocking engagement with the link
3. The hook 2 and link 3 are preferably
formed of steel, although metal of any kind
may be emplo *ed in their formation. The

link 3 1s attached to the short strap 5 in sub-

stantially the same manner as the hook 2 is
connected to the billet 4. The opening of the
link 3 1s contracted at 1ts lower end to snugly
recelve the shank of the stud 7 and insure in-
terlocking of the parts when coupled, so as
to plevent casual displacement. The short
strap 5 1s provided at 1ts opposite end with a
buckle 8, to which the upper end of the billet
4 is connected by being passed through the
buckle-frame and encrmed with the tongue
thereof, as indicated “most clearly in I’w 2,
the terminal portion of the billet beuw thrust
into the loop or keeper 9 at the outer side of
the short strap 5. The thill-loop is connect-
ed to the thill-tug by means of the buckle
8 ‘in the usual 111:111116‘1 as mdwated most
clearly in Fig. '

A c,onfmlno* sm&p 10 extends across the
thill-loop and is adapted to engage with the
upper portion of the thill 11 and in coONJuUNC-
tion with the sling encompass the thill and
prevent vertical pl:w thereof. The confin-
ing -strap 10 has an end portion passed
thr ough the link 3 and stitched or otherwise
secured to the lower portion of the short
strap 5. The opposite end portion of the
confining-strap 1s passed through the open-
ing 6 of “the hook 2 and is plowded with a

buckle 12, by means of which it 1s connected

to the belle-bfmd (not shown) 1 the well-

known manner.

A set of harness provided with thill-loops
embodying the invention has said loops
buckled to the thill-tugs and to the belly-
When hite 111:[10* a horse to a vehicle,
the thall-loops are prelembly uncoupled by
disengaging the hook 2 from the link 3, a,nd
the animal may be backed into the thills or
the wvehicle drawn forward and the thills
dropped into position, this being effected
without requiring the exercise of care to slip
the thills thr oucrh the thill-loops. After the
animal has been properly positioned with

reference to the thills the component parts
of the thill-loops are fitted about the thills or
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the horse, the parts 2 and 3 are uncoupled,
thereby releasmo the thills and preventing
the dragging of the harness over the thills, as
1s the case with harness provided with thill-
loops of ordinary construction.

Having thus described the invention, what
18 claimed as new 18—

1. A thill-loop having a side member com-
posed of separable par ts means for coupling
sald parts, and a COllillllﬂﬂ‘—btl ap extended
across the loop and secured at one end to the

separable member and loose at its opposite

end and passed through an opening of the
opposite meinber of the loop, substantially
as set forth.

. A thill-Joop compnsmcr a sling of rigid
111&%1‘131 a strap having one ter minal loosely
connected with an end of the sling and pro-
vided at its other terminal with a buckl e, and
a billet attached at one extremity to the
other end of the sling and at the other ex-

804,475

tremity to the said buckle, the latfer also
serving to connect the loop to the thill-tug,
Substantlallv as set torth.

. A thill-loop comprising upper and lower

pal ts the upper part GOHSIStIIlG‘ of oppositely-
inclined straps connected at their upper

ends, and the lower part consisting of a hook
and a link provided with coupling means to
admit of their connection and sepammon at
will, and a confining-strap extended across
the loop and confined at one end to the side
composed of separable parts and having
loose connection at its opposite end to the

other side of the loop, substantially as set.

forth.
In testimony whereot ! aflix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
CHESTER A. JACKY.
Witnesses:
A. T. McDoxnaLp,
Ricmarp W. Pn
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