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1ts open or unfastened position.
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1o all whomy Tt may concerr.:

Beitknownthatl,HorsT Karatu vom Horg,

a major in the German Army, a subject of the
German Emperor, residing at Berlin-Charlot-
tenburg, in the Emplre of (xermany, have in-
vented a certain new or Improved Buckle, of
which the following is a specification, refer-
ence being had to the drawings hereunto an-
nexed, and to the letters marked thereon-—that
1S to say:
- The invention relates to a device for tight-
ening the girth straps or bands of horses’ sad-
dles and for like purposes in which a hinged
buckle secured to the saddle and acting after
the manner of a lever is used as the tighten-
ing means. lightening devices of this char-
acter are already well known, but they are
more or less complicated and attended with
considerable disadvantages, among which
may be mentioned that the strap which is fur-
nished with special attachments is liable to be-
come easily unfastened when the tightening
device 1s moved and that only narrow limits of
adjustment (two holes or degrees at the most)
have been obtained.

Thisinvention consists of a pm ticularly sim-

pleand reliable device wherein the strap which

1s fastened to or hooked upon the fixed tongues
or prongs of the buckle by means of the usual
holes or eyelets also remains securely at-
tached to the buckle when the latter is turned

down or opened and wherein the tightening

or loosening of the strap or band is effected
in the simplest manner by selecting another
hole in the strap—that is to say, without the
necessity for several divisions or eyelets on
the buckle itself.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a side elevation of asaddle having the present
invention applied thereto and showing the
buckle in its fastened position. Fig. 2 is a
similar view to Fig. 1, showing the same in
Fig. 3 1san
end view of Fig. 2. Fig. 4 1s a front view of
the fastening-buckle separately, and Figs. 5
and 6 1llustrate modifications of the above de-
vice.

In the several ﬁcrm es like par ts are 1nd1-
cated by similar letters of reference.

The fastening device or buckle %, which is
secured upon the side flap or skirt » of the
saddle s by means of hinges 7, is constructed
substantially according to the shape of the
letter U and is provided with a bar 7 across
1ts middle or thereabout,thus forming a closed

with preferably two rigid tongues or prongs
n. Said prongs or tongues are adapted to re-
ceive the strap #», which is provided in the
usual way with a series of holes o for the pur-
pose of loosening or tightening the girth-band
7, and, asshown in Kig. 1, the strap »is brought
under the bar m against the side flap or skirt
». In this way the tension of the band ¢
always acts so that 1t presses the buckle % in-
ward against the side flap or skirt or the body
of the horse. It is therefore the tension of
the band ¢ which by this system always se-
cures the buckle in its closed or fastened po-
sition, while 1n the open position of the
buckle (illustrated in Fig. 2) the strap » re-
mains securely held even when the other end
of the belt is released.

In the example given in Fig. 5 a broad
tongue »* is employed instead of the prong #,
and instead of a leather strap » an open-link
chain + is provided, which admits of the same
heing simply hooked ontoand unhooked from
the tightening-buckle Z.

In the example oiven at If1o. 6 1s illustrated
a device applicable to a double band. In this
case two single buckles L' £° are pivotally
jolned together by their inner arms and at
their outer arms provided with hinges A’ A’
and furnished with frames 2’ 2°, and each buc-
kle is displaceable independently of the other.
In thismanner either girth-band may be tight-
ened or loosened, as required, or both may be
released or tlohtened tog ethel

It will be obvmug that this device owing
to 1ts 31mphcrtv anc efficiency may be used
for various purposes—as, for instance, fas-
tening trunks, parcels, and the like.

Having now particularly described and as-
certained the nature of the said invention and
in what manner the same is to be performed,
I declare that what I claim is—

1. A buckle adapted to be folded back-
wardly to tighten a strap or the like, having
at a plurality of points means for movably at-
taching it to a support, and having between
such means a space for the strap so that the
latter may lie between the attaching-points of
the buckle and act to hold the buckle in its
folded position and meansarranged above said
points adapted for engagement with a strap
or the like.

2. A buckle having two legs which are
adapted to be connected at their lower ends to
a support, and between such ends a space for
a strap, and means for engaging such strap

frame 2, a,nd sald cross-bar s 1s :turmshed I arranged above such ends.
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3. A buckle having two legs which are
adapted to be connected at their lower ends to
a support, and between such ends a space for
a strap, and a bar having projections for en-
gaging such strap arranged above such ends.

4. A buckle, comprising two members ro-
tatively connected, each of said members hav-
ing a means for movably attaching it to a sup-
port, and having between such means and 1ts
point of connection with the other of said

members a space for the strap, so that the lat-

ter may lie inwardly of said attaching means
when the buckle is folded.

5. Thecombination of a strap, a buckle hav-
ing means for engaging said strap, and means
for rotatively supportingsaid buckle, and hav-
1Ing a space between such means adapted to
permit said strap to pass inwardly between

804,470

them, so that said strap does not tend to move
sald buckle from its folded position.

6. The combinationof asaddle, a girth con-
nected thereto, and a buckle carried by said
sacddle and adapted to engage said girth, said
buckle having two legs, the ends of which are

rotatively connected to said saddle and having

a space befween such ends adapted to receive
the end of the girth, said buckle being adapt-
ed to be moved from a depending position to
an upright position to tighten said girth, and
said girth Iying inwardly of the buckle ends
and acting to hold said buckle in its folded
position.
HORST KALAU VOM HOFK.
Witnesses:
Hexry HAaspEeR,
WirLiam MAYNER.
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