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To all whom tt may concern:

Be it known that I, ANDREW W. (FILCHRIST,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Edeewood, in the county of Clayton and State
of Jowa, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Couplings for W hiftletrees;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
tull, clear, and exact description of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which 113 appertains to make and use the
sare.

My invention relates to couplings for whit-
fletrees; and its object 1s to provide a durable
and compact device of this character which
will securely fasten a whifiletree to its support
without the necessity of forming an opening

therethrough and thereby Weakening it.
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With the above and other objects in view
the invention consists of a base-plate adapted
to be connected to the support of the whifile-
tree, and this base-plate has an extension at
one end provided with a head adapted to pro-
ject through an aperture formed in one end
of a top strap. This strap is formed so as to
overlap a whiflletree after the same has been
placed upon the base, and when one end of the
strap is secured to the base it 18 impossible to
withdraw the head of the extension from the
aperture.

The invention also consists of means for pre-
venting longitudinal movement of the whiftle-
tree within “the coupling.

The invention also consists of the further
novel constructions and combinations of parts
hereinafter more fully described, and pomted

out 1n the claims.

In theaccompanying drawings I have shown
the preferred form of my invention.

In said drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view showing a doubletree connected to a
tongue by means of my lmproved coupling
and also showing a modified -form of coupling
upon the doubletree for connecting a swingle-
tree thereto, said swingletree being shown in
dotted lines. Fig. 2 i1s an enlarged central
longitudinal section through the coupling of
the doubletree. Fig. 3 i1s a perspective view
thereof, and Fig. 4 1s a central longitudinal
section through a swingletree-coupling.

Referring to the figures by numerals of ref-
erence, 1 is a supporting-plate adapted to be
secured In any suitable manner upon the
tongue 2 of a vehicle, and extending through
the rear portion of this plate 1s a pivot-bolt 3,
which engages one end of a base-plate 4, which
is adapted to swing upon the sapporting-plate

‘departing from the spirit or sacri

1. An extension 5 is formed integral with

one end of the base-plate 4 and extends at

richt angles therefrom. This extension has

an inwardly-extending lug 6, and disposed

upon the upperedge of the extension is a hook-

shaped head 7, which projects laterally trom
said extension. This head is adapted to pro-
ject through an aperture 8, formed adjacent
one end of a strap 9, which is so shaped as to
fit over and back of a doubletree 10, located
apon the base-plate 4. The rear end of the
strap has a lateral extension 11, adapted to be
fastened to the base 4 by means of a screw 12.
It will be understood that by placing a dou-
bletree upon the base and forcing it into en-
oagement with lug 6 and then inclining the
strap 9 so as to permit head 7 to enter the
aperture 8 sald strap can be subsequently
swung downward over the doubletree and se-
cured by means of the screw 12. Thedouble-
tree will therefore be held Seeru:‘t\—‘-,h;r agalnst

movement.
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Where a swmgletree is to be connected to

the doubletree, I preferably form the support-
ing-plate with'an integral downward-extend-

30

ing strap 13, having a base 14 interposed be-

tween it and the base-plate. Lugs 15 extend
inwardly from the free ends of the base-plate
and the strap 13 and are adapted to overlap
the forward edge of a doubletree, as shown
in Fig. 1. An upward extension 16 is formed
at the rear end of the supporting-plate shown

‘in position upon the end of the doubletree in

Fig. 1. An ear 17 projects from this exten-
sion, and the base 18 extends between it and
the supporting-plate, while the strap 19 is
mounted on the ear 17, and sald strap as well
as the base are fastened to the ear 17 and the
supporting-plate by means of a pivot-bolt 20.
This modification has been shown in section
in Fig. 4 and is particularly adapted for con-
necting swingletrees to doubletrees.

It will be seen that this coupling 1s very
simple and inexpensive in construction, dura-
ble, and readily applied. It does not neces-
sitate perforating the whiffletree, and there
is no danger whatever of the parts becoming
detached..

In the foregoing deecrlptlon I have shown
the referred form of my invention; but I do
not. 11m1t myself thereto, as I am aware that
modifications may be made thelem without

advantages thereof, and I therefore reserve
the right to make such changes as fairly fall

Wlthm the scope of my invention.
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' Having thus fully desceribed my invention,
what [ c]alm as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. In a demce of- the character described

the combination with a pivoted base having a |
headed extension at one end, of a retaining-

strap having an aperture for the reception of
the head, and means for securing the strap to
the base. | |

2. In a device of the character described
the combination with a base having a headed
extension at one end and a whiffletree-engag-
ing projection upon the extension; of a re-
talning-strap naving an aperture therein for
engagement by the head, and means for se-
curing the strap to the base

3. In a device of the character described
the combination with a supporting-plate and
an ear integral and parallel therewith, of a
base mounted between the Supportmcr-plate
and ear, a headed extension at one end of the
base, a projection upon the extension and an
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apertured retaining-strap adapted to be en-

gaged by the head, and means for securing

the strap and base to the ear and plate re-
spectively.

4. -The combination with asupporting-plate
and a strap integral therewith for holding the
plate upon a support; of an ear integral with
the supporting-plate and parallel therewith, a
base mounted between the plate and ear, a
headed extension at one end of the base, a
projection upon the extension, an apertured

‘retaining-strap for engagement by the head,
| and means for pivotally connecting the strap.

and base to the ear and supporting-plate.
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Intestimony whereof I have signed myname

tothis specification in the presence of two sub-

seribing witnesses.
ANDREW W. GILCHRIST.

Wltnesses
E. B. SHAFFER,
Ww. H. GILCHRIST.
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