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To all whony it may concern:

Be it known that I, CnarLEs L. HOPKINS, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi-
nois, have invented certain new and useful
Impmvements in Holding Means for Curtains,
of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
that class of curtain-holding devices which
are adapted to be used in connection with a
spring-actuated curtain or shade to guide the
lower end of the curtain in vertical adjust-
ment and to hold the- curtain at desired ele-
vations against the upward tendency of the
Spring- a,ctuated roller.

The object of the present invention is to
provide a device of this class which will se-
curely hold the curtain against upward move-
ment, which will maintain the lower margin
of the curtain level, and which may be adjust-
ed to positions of Varlous heights in the win-
dow-frame.

In my present improvement I provide a cur-

tain with a curtain-stick having a- spring-ac-

tuated head, said head having separated con-
tact portions thereon, and upon the casing
and preferably 1n the bottom of the U'mde-

oroove 1 provide an opposing contact mem-

ber whose surface has alternate projections
and depressions, the distance between the cen-
ters of the joining depressions being prefer-
ably equal to the distance between the con-
tacts on the head, whereby when the contacts
of the head rest within the depressions the
inclined surfaces above such contacts afford

pull of the curtain-roller spring and serve
thereby to hold the curt&m in adjusted posi-
tion.

In the drawing accompanvmo' this specifi-
cation is shown a face view of a portion of a
window-frame having fitted therein a curtain
and a preferred form of ny 1mpr0ved curtaln-
holding means.

In the drawing, 10 indicates the side posts

of a window-frame. Carried in a pocket 13
in the lower portion of the curtain A is the
tubular stick 14. At each end of the stick 1s
a resilient head 16', having, preferably, inte-
oral therewith rounded contact-surfaces 20%,
the same being conveniently formed by bend-
ing the ends of the head into substantially

ficient resistance to overcome the upward

along a groove or guideway 17, extending
vertically along the side post 10 of the win-
dow-frame as the curtainu is raised or lowered.
Secured to the bottom of each of the grooves
17 is a strip 19 of wood or other suitable
material, upon which the contact-surfaces 20"
bear as the heads 16" move along the grooves.

These strips 19 are formed with a waving

or undulatory surface formed by alternating
projections and depressions, the distance be-
tween the centers of adjoining depressions be-
ing practically the same as the distance be-
tween the upper and lower contact-surfaces
of the head. The contact-surfaces 20" will
seek the outermost or lowest points between
adjacent projections, and since to draw the
same up over the inclined surfaces and over
the adjolning projections will require more
force than to hold the curtain stationary it
the-device be left to itself the result is that
the curtain will remain stationary and at such
points as it comes to rest at. By grasping
the curtain at its lower edge and moving the
same up or down 1t may be readily adjusted
to various heights, the contact-surfaces mov-
ing over the summits of the projections with-
out difficulty. It will thus be seen that the
spring - head 16* being secured ‘intermediate
its ends to the end of the stick of a shiding
extension thereof will be alternately extended
and contacted as the device moves along the
ouideway in the window-frame and the cur-
tain will tend to remain stationary at the de-
terminate points—that is, when the contacts
are 1n the depressed surfaces.

T have shown herein a form of construction
in which the irregular surfaces over which
the contacts move and which cause the latter
to be moved toward the stick at determinate
points consist of strips of suitable material
secured within the grooves, and while this 1s
a simple and convenient method of securing
the desired result it is of course within the
scope of the invention to use any form of con-
struction which provides a bearing-surface
along which the contacts move and are there-

by, at determinate points along the window-

frame, moved inwardly against the tendency
of the spring-heads.

What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, 1s—

1. In a curtain-holding device, the combi-

mrcular form. KEach of these heads 16’ moves | nation with a stick, of an elongated spring at
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the end of the stick having curved ends, and
a stationary guide having alternate depres-
sions and projections with which the curved
ends engage.

2. In a curtain-holding device, the combi-
nation with a stick, of an elongated spring-
head having curved contacting parts at its

o, ' 804,318 °

opposite ends, and a stationary guide having
alternate depressions and projections with
which the curved parts contact.
CHARLES L. HOPKINS.
Witnesses:
FreEDERICK C. (XOODWIN,
JENNIE NORBY. '
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