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To all whom it may concern:
Beitknown thatI, Lrox T. J. LuBIiN, a citi-

zen of the United States, and a resident of

Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State of
Massachusetts, haveinvented an Improvement
in Instep-Supports, of which the following de-
scription, in connection with the accompany-

ing drawings, is a specification, like letters on

the drawings representing like parts.
This invention has for its object the pro-
duction of a novel instep-support adapted to
be applied inside a boot or shoe when the
wearer has a so-called ‘"flat” instep which
needs unusual support. Heretofore this class
of support has been made of ‘a piece of leather

having connected to its under side an arched

piece of metal, usually of Grerman silver, the
arch being directed upwardly to support the
bottom of the instep and also extended later-
ally and upwardly to support the inner side
of the instep. In practice the rigid metal
arch-piece applied to and forming the under
side of the instep-support owing to the strain
on the same is frequently broken across the
line of juncture of the metatarsal and pha-
langes of the foot or where the foot 1s bent

across the ball in walking, and the support is

thus destroyed. In my efforts to overcome

the breakingof the metallic arch-piece I have

shortened the arch-piece and combined there-
with a supporting-plate on which the front
end of the arch-piece turns as the-foot is bent
in walking. '
Figure 1isatopor plan view of an arch-piece

representing my invention. Fig. 2 showsthe

same overturned. Fig. 3 is a longitudinal
section in the line «, Fig. 1; and Fig. 4 1s a
cross-section in the line «/'. |
Referring to the drawings, A represents a
niece of leather suitably shaped to fit the shoe,
the leather being curled upwardly at one side,
as at A’, to fit the hollow or inside line of the
instep. To the under side of the top part A
of the arch-support I connect by rivets ¢ an
arch-piece B, which is shorter than the usual
arch-piece, and to said upper portion A, I also
attach by rivets ¢ a supporting-plate C, the
outer end of the arch-piece overlapping the
inner end of the support and turning there-
over as the foot is bent in walking. Viewing
Fig. 3, it will be noticed that the arch-piece 1s
bent in the direction of the length of the shoe,
and viewing Fig. 4 it will be observed that
said arch-piece is also bent in the direction of
its width, leaving its inner edge b extended

upwardly into the hollow at the inside of the
1nstep.

This invention is not limited to the particu-

lar shape shown for the supporting-plate C
or to the particular distance that the outer end
of the arch-piece overlaps the inner end of
the support. I have found in practice thatan
arch-piece such as shown will support the
arch of the foot practically more satisfactorily
than if the arch-piece were the full length ot
the arch-piece and support, and that by short-
ening the arch-piece and permitting 1ts outer
end to rock on the support I obviate wholly
the breaking of the arch - piece, and conse-

quently the destruction of the instep-support.

The dotted lines, Fig. 3, show the end of
the arch-piece as rolling over the support.
It desired, I may apply a separate metallic
support, as shown by dotted lines ¢, at the
heel or inner end of the arch-piece. I desire
it to be understood that the support on which
the end of the arch-piece rolls may be located
at either end of the arch-piece, and I have
consequently added a second support ¢ at the
heel end of the instep-support and have con-
nected the same to the top piece by rivets ¢'.

Having fully described my invention, what

Iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Lietters

Patent, 18— |

1. An instep -support comprising a top
piece, an arch-piece and a support for one end
of the arch-piece, both of said pieces being
permanently attached to said top plece and

the end of the arch-piece overlapping the free .

end of the support. |

9. An instep-support comprising a top
piece, an underlying metallic arch-piece, and a
metallic support, both said arch-piece and sup-
port being permanently attached to the under
side of the top piece, the end of the archi-piece
turnine on the upper side of said support.

3. An instep -support comprising a top
piece, an underlying metallic arch-piece, and
a metallic supporting-plate, both attached per-
manently at separate points, to the under side
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of said top piece, the end of the arch-piece

overlapping the end of the supporting-plate

and turning thereover. . o
Intestimony whereof I have signed my name

to this specification in the presence of two sub-

scribing witnesses. |
LEON T. J. LUBIN.

Witnesses:
(Geo. W. GREGORY,
MARGARET A. DUNN.
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