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Specification of Letters Patent.
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Lo all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Frank KLOUSNITZER,
a subject of the Emperor of Austria-Hun-
gary, residing at Herman, in the county of
Butler and State of Pennsylvania, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improve-

- ments in Envelops, of which the following is
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a specliication, reference being had therein to
the accompanying drawings.

This Invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in envelops, and relates
more particularly to that class known as
“safety-envelops.”

The present invention has for its object

the provision of novel means whereby an en-
velop when 1t has been once sealed cannot
be opened without detection. ' |

A still further object of my invention is to
provide a novel form of safeguard for an or-
dinary envelop now in use which is particu-
larly designed for sending valuable docu-
ments, papers, or money. g

A still further object of the present inven-
tion 1s to provide attachments to the ordinary
envelop that will permit easy access to the
envelop for the purpose of placing the con-
tents therein; furthermore, one that may be
quickly and easily sealed.

The present invention broadly consists in
applying a string which may be formed of
cotton, worsted, or other material which will
engage the sideflaps of the envelop, the lower
flap thereof, and also the sealing-flap of the
envelop and providing i
envelop gummed tongues for the purpose of
retaining the string in position after the en-
velop has been sealed.

The present invention further consists in
permitting the ends of the string to protrude
through the lower edge of side of the envelop,
the connecting ends of the string thus pro-
truding through the envelop being severed
atter the envelop has been sealed. |

The mvention still further resides in the
novel form of construction, combination, and

arrangement of the various parts, which will

be hereinafter more fully explained, and spe-
C]
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cally pointed out in the claim.

In describing the invention in detail refer-
ence will be had to the accompanying draw-
1ngs, forming a part of this application, and
wherein like numerals of reference indicate .

n the interior of the

like parts throughout the several views, in

which— |
Figure 1 1s a front view of my improved

envelop. Ifig. 2 shows a back view of the
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same and more clearly illustrating the posi- -

tion of the envelop when ready for use. Fig.
3 shows a rear or back view of the envelop
when sealed, and Fig. 4 shows a longitudinal
sectional view. _
In the drawings the reference-numeral 1
represents the front or body of .the envelop,
carrying integral therewith the usual sealing-

-

-1lap 2, end flaps 3 3, the rear sealing-flap 4,

and 5 represents gummed surface of the main
sealing - flap 2, all parts being constructed

and arranged in the usual and well-known

manner.

A string 6 is provided, which is threaded
through the sealing-flap, as shown at 7, and
when the envelop is in the open position this
string passes around the ends of the envelop
through the rear sealing-flap 4, as shown at
8, thence through the end flaps 3, as shown
at 9, by reason of their underlapping edges.
The string 1s then passed through the en-
velop at the fold between the front or back
portion 1 and the rear sealing-flap 4, asshown
at 10 10, and the ends of the string fastened
together, as shown at 11. '

Tabs 12 are provided in the interior of the
envelop, these tabs being adapted after the
contents of the envelop have been placed in
the letter and the string has been pulled taut
to be engaged with the string to fasten the
same at one point. These tabs are gummed
on their underneath face; but only a portion
thereof at their ends 12" are caused to adhere
to the imner face of the rear sealing-flap 4 and
the 1inner face of the end flaps 3. The re-
malning portion of the tabs overlies the

string or cord 6 where the same passes
through the end flaps 3, and after the con-

tents have been placed in the envelop the un-
fixed portions of these tabs are moistened, so
hat after the string has been drawn taut a
pressure is applied to cause the sealing-flap 2
to adhere to the back of the envelop, the
sealing-tabs will be caused to adhere to the
portion of the string over which: they lie.
When 1t 1s desired to place the contents in
the envelop, the latter is placed in the posi-
tion as shown 1 Kigs. 1 and 2 of the draw-
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mgs. The gummed sides of the interior seal-
ing-tabs are moistened, as well as the gummed
side 5 of the sealing-flap 2. The contents
are then placed in the envelop. The string
passing around the ends of the envelop is
then removed and the string is drawn, there-
by taking up all the slack string occasioned
by the removal of the string from off the

~ ends of the envelop. The string is then cut
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or severed at the points 10, and the envelop
will then have assumed a position as shown
m Figs. 3 and 4 of the drawings: The en-
velop 1s then sealed, which seal will engage
the string at three points—rviz., by the inte-
rior sealing-tabs 12 at two points and by the
gummed edge 5 of the sealing-flap 2. It will
thus be seen that all the parts of the envelop
are securely held together by means of the
string,
visible of the string when the envelop is in
the sealed position will be the short vertical
strands, as illustrated in Fig. 3 of the draw-
1ngs, the other portion of the string being ar-
ranged 1 the interior of the envelop.

I am aware of the fact that strings or cords
have been placed in envelops for the purpose
of readily opening the same, and I therefore
do not claim this feature as broadlynew; but

I

thread, or worsted, and the only part
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such inventions do not accomplish the re-
sults which I desire to obtain in the present
Invention.

It will be noted that various changes may
be made 1n the details of construction with-

30

out departing from the general spirit of my

1nvention. . _

Having fully described my invention,what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letter
Patent, 15— |

An envelop embodying a front, end flaps,
a main sealing-flap, and a rear sealing-flap
combined with a string threaded through the
main sealing-flap, and passed through the
rear sealing-flap and end flaps, and through
the envelop at two points in the fold or crease
line between the front and the rear sealing-
flap, and interior sealing-tabs affixed to the
mner face of the rear sealing-flap, and over-
lying the said string and the end flaps, and
adapted to be engaged with said string and
the inner face of said end flaps.

In testimony whereof I athix my signature
1n the presence of two witnesses.

FRANK KLOUSNITZER.
Witnesses: -

W. P. McCormMmICK,
J. Epw. GEORGE.

35

4.0




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

