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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that we, GEORGE ARTHUR EL-
L188, residing at thho‘ow., and PATRICK Jo-
SEPH MGGUIRE residing at (.TOUlbUPH in the

s State of New South Wales in the Common-
- wealth of Australia, sub1ects of the King of
(rreat Britain, have mvented certain new and

useful Improvements in Billiard -Tables, of |

which the following is a specification.
to  Qur invention 1elates to improvements in
billiard-tables, and has for its object to pro-

‘vide an automatic means for conveying the
balls from the cushion- pockets to either end

of the table and for conveying the red ball

(5 from the ““balk” end to the “spot” end of
the table. For this purpose we construct
along each side of the table below the cush-
10ns an inclined race, into which the balls pass
from the pockets and along which they ro]l by

20 process of gravitation to another race along

the balk end and thence into a receiver medi-
ally placed therein. Extending from this cen-
tral receiving-pocket beneath the center of the
table 1s another race for the purpose of car-
25 rying the red ball from the aforesaid central
receiving-pocket to the spot end of the table.
To make our invention clear, we shall now
refer to the accompanying sheet of drawings,

in which—
3o  Kigure 1 is a frame of a billiard-table w1th

the top portion removed for the purpose of
showing the attachment in position. Fig. 2

is a 31de elevation. Fig. 3isan end elevation.
A A are the two side races. 'LThese can be
35 made in any desired form; but the simplest
| and most serviceable wou]d be a, constructlon
of three rodssoarranged as to present to the

rolling ball the minimum amount of friction-

surtace. They would bé secured to the table
40 preferably by a series of light ornamentally-
constructed brackets and would be placed at
any suitable position below the cushions. The
pitch of the races would of course be suffi-
clent to cause the ball to roll rapidly to its

45 destination.
B B are the two end races connecting the

lower ends of the side races with the central
receiving-pocket C. |

These are connected with the races by any
convenient means—for instance, by a sleeve-
shaped net so constructed as to check the fall
of the balls into the race, or a cushioned bot-
tom could be provided in the table-pockets
with a short inclined passage leading into the
race below.

When it is desired to add to the above sys-
tem a means ot conveying the red ball from
the central receiving-pocket to the spot end,
an additional race F i1s provided below the

center of the table, terminating in another re-

celiving-pocket (&, and the central receiving-
pocket C 1s provided with a hinged bottom

capable of being opened by means of the op-

erating cord or wire H.
When a billiard-table is fi
tachments, a ball falling into any of the cush-
1on-pockets will pass automatically into that
portion of the race immediately below it and
along this into the central receiving-pocket at
the balk end of the table, so that the player
can always regain possession of his ball at the
one point, or if he be standing at the side of
the table he can intercept the ball as it passes
on its way along the race, and if the table be
also provided with our central race attach-
ment the marker can always obtain the red
ball after pocketing by merely pulling the
cord H, which opening the hinged bottom of
the central receiving-pocket permits the ball
to pass into the race F, along which 1t rolls

to the receiver = at the spot end of the table.

Having now particularly described and as-
certained the nature ot our said invention and
in what manner the same is to be performed,
we declare that what we claim is—

The combination with a billiard-table, of a
raceway arranged at each longitudinal side of
the table below the cushion and inclined down-
Wardls from the ““spot” end of the table to the

"balk” end thereof, inclined raceways at the

““balk” end of the table and leading from the
lower ends of the side raceways to the center

of the tab]e a recelving-pocket at the center

of the * balk ” end of the table and into WhICh
the end raceways discharge, the receiving-
pocket being provided with a hinged bottom,

D D D are the ordinary cushion-pockets. | an operating cord or wire leadmg from the
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hinged bottom of the receiving-pocket to the |

“*spot” end of the table, a second receiving-
pocket below the table at the "“spot” end

thereof, and an inclined raceway arranged

5 below the longitudinal center of the table and
extending from below the first-named receiv-
1ng-pocket to the second pocket, substantially
as herein shown and described.

Signed at Sydney. in the State of New South
Wales, this 24th day of September, 1904.

GEORGE ARTHUR ELLISS.
PATRICK JOSEPH McGUIRE.

Witnesses:
ARTHUR GRIFFITH,
W. RaTTRAY.
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