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lying flat against the leather.
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To all whom Tt may concermn:

Be it known that I, Giprox CHASE ADAMS, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Win-
throp, in the county of Kennebec and State of
Maine, haveinvented new and useful Improve-
ments 1n Fasteners for Shoestrings, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention has relation to fasteners for
shoestrings; and it consists in the novel con-
struction and arrangementof 1ts parts, as here-
inafter shown and desembed

The object of the invention is to prowde a,
fastener adapted to be attached to shoes and
acdapted to hold the strings thereof either be-
fore or after they have been tied.

The fastener consists of a plate which is se-
cured 1n the upper edge of the shoe between
the outer leather and the lining by means of
eyelets, which pass through the leather, plate,
and lining and which may be used for string-
perforations. One plate is secured on each

‘side of the tongue, and each plate is provided
with a spring-clip, which passes through the

leather and extends upwardly or in any other
direction, as may be desired, and preferably
Behind the

said chps the string or bow may be Secured
and 1s held in place.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of a shoe provided with my
string-fastening means. FHig. 21s a front ele-
vation of the plate. Fig. 3 is a front eleva-
tion of a section of a shoe-upper provided with
the string-tfastening means. Fig. 4 is a ver-
tical sectional view of the lea,ther plate, a,nd

- lining cut on the line 4 4 of Fig. 3
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The fastening means consists of the plate 1,
which is provided with the perforations 2 2
and the spring-clip 3. Said clip may be of flat
spring metal or of wire, and preferably is
provided with an upper round end 4 to pre-

~vent injury to the clothing or shoestrings.
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The plates 1 1 are located between the leather
5 and the lining 6 at the opposite corners of
the upper edge of the shoe, one on each side
of the tongue-slit. The plates 1 are held in
position by means of the eyelets 7, which pass
through the leather 5, perforations 2 2 of the
plates, and lining 6 of the shoe. . Said eyelets,
in addition to performing the function of fas-
tening means for the said plates, may also be

used as string-perforations, as indicated in
Figs. 1 and 2. The string is inserted in'the
string-eyelets in the usual manner, and when
the ends of the string are intended to be held

untied they are inserted behind the clips 3 3

1n a manner as shown in Kig. 8. When the
bow is tied 1n the string, the ends of the bow
may be inserted benind the clips 3 in a man-
ner as shown in Fig. 1. _

Aside from the advantages possessed by this
Invention as a means for securing the string
ends to a bow, the plates 1 1 being located at
the corners of the upper edge of the shoe and
each plate having two eyelets, there 1s no
chance for the leather to buckle between each
set of eyelets, and when the string i1s tightened
the upper edges of theshoe aredrawn squarely
together.

As shown 1n the accompanying drawings,
the spring-clipsare secured at their lower ends
and extend vertically along the material con-
stituting the shoe. It 1isobvious that the said
clips may extend horizontally or in any other
direction without departing from the spirit of
my invention.

This securing means for lacing may also be
used to advantage on other articles bhesides
shoes.

Having descmbed my invention, what 1
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters

Patent, 1s—

In combination with a shoe a shoestring-tfas-
tener consisting of a plate adapted to be at-
tached to the rear side of the material con-
stituting the upper of the shoe, a means tor
tastening said plate in such position, a spring-
clip attached at its lower end to said plate,
then extending through the material consti-
tuting the upper of the shoe and extending up
along said material and having its outer end
free and 1n an elevated position, with relation
to its end attached to the plate, the clip being
soarranged that the shoestring may be pressed
between said clipand the material OOIIStltthIHU'
the shoe-upper.

Intestimony whereof I affix my swnatm eln

presence of two subseribing witnesses.

IDEON CHASE ADAMS.
Witnesses: |

'LEWIS SELBING,
Wwm. T. JoNEs.
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