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Specification of Letters Patent.
Application filed April 10,1905, Serial No. 254,794,

Patented Nov. 7, 1905.

To all whom, it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Jou~n SCHNABEL, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Buffalo,
in the county of Erie and State of New York,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Display-Cans, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification. . |

My invention relates to cans intended to
serve as display-receptacles for bakery, con-
fectionery, and similar goods, which cans are
commonly made of sheet metal, such as tin,
In rectangular form and provided with a
hinged lid or cover.

More particularly, the type of can to which
my 1nventlon relates is distinguished by the
provision of an open-work or skeleton front
side or face containing two or more panels,
one of which has a backing of transparent
material, such as glass, desioned to attract-
ively display the contained goods, while the
other contains a plate carrying the name of
the manutacturer or otherwise indicating the
source or origin of the goods. In such boxes
it 1s highly desirable and practically a neces-
sity on the score of cleanliness that both panel-
plates be made removable, so that they may
be readily cleaned or renewed when soiled,
worn, or broken when the can is returned to
the factory empty to be refilled and sent out
again. Hitherto fastening devices of various
kinds have been employed to removably fas-
ten the panel-plates securely in proper posi-
tion behind the panel-openings, and so far as
I am aware such fastening devices have taken
the form of members independent of the panel-
plates and walls or frame of the can.

The object of my invention is to simplify
the means heretofore employed for removably
securing the panel-plates in the panel-frame
or front wall of the can by doing away with
such 1ndependent or extraneous fastening
means, and this object I accomplish prineci-
pally through a construction of one of the
panels and its guiding or confining means,
whereby sald panel is caused to overlap the
adjacent margin of the other panel-plate and
hold the latter in operative position.

My invention in its preferred mechanical
form 1s illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings, wherein—

Figure 1 is a front elevational view of a
display - can embodying my improvements.
Fig. 2 is a vertical section thereof through

|

the front and rear walls. TFig. 3 is a vertical
section through the side walls, showing the
inner side of the front wall and its contained
panel-plates and also illustrating a slightly-
modified form of upper panel-plate in respect
to the portion thereof which engages and op-
erates as a fastening medium for the lower
transparent panel-plate. Fig. 4 is a top plan
view of the front portion of the body of the
can or box, the lid being removed; and Fig.
o 18 a horizontal sectional view, looking down
through the same parts, on the line 5 5 of
Fig. 3. .

Referring to thedrawings, 10 may designate
the bottom wall, 11 the two parallel side walls,
12 the rear wall, 13 the paneled front wall,
and 14 the hinged lid or cover, of a rectangu-
lar box or can of the class to which my in-
vention relates. In the preferred form the
walls and cover of the can are made of tin
with interlocked joints at the various corners
and angles, as shown, with the exception of
the paneled front wall, which, for the sake
of attractiveness of appearance, is preferably
ot sheet brass or copper. The upper edges
of the side and rear walls are stiffened to af-

| ford the requisite rigidity by being bent in-

wardly and downwardly tocreate hollow ribs
triangular in cross-section, as clearly indi-
cated in Fig. 2 at 11" and 12* and a similar
strengthening-rib 15* is formed on a metal
strip 15, that extends between the upper ends
of the sides just in rear of the upper end of
the paneled front plate. Said front plate 13
has the metal thereof cut out in the form of
a pair of parallel upper and lower oblong
openings 16 and 17, respectively, the metal
at the margins of said openings beine in-
wardly turned or beveled, as shown at 16
and 17", to thereby produce a paneled effect
in the front or face wall of the can.

The parts as thus far described constitute
structural features of a can now in use,
toward the improvement of which my present
invention is directed. Heretofore in such
cans the panel-openings have been closed by
a lower panel-plate of glass and an upper
panel-plate of sheet metal or other material
bearing the name or source of manufacture
of the contained goods, and these panel-plates
have been secured in their respective posi-
tions with capacity for removal by various
kinds of fastenings of a more or less compli-
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“integral lip 20, slightly

cated nature and requiring considerable man-
ual manipulation both 1n inserting and re-

moving the panel-plates, besides taking up
valuable space in the can.. The gist of my

invention resides in a construction of one of

sald panel-plates and means for retaining
same 1n position, which permits a longitudi-
nal edge of said panel-plate to be extended
so as to overlap and hold against the margin
of the opening the adjacent edge of the com-
panion panel-plate.

Referring to Figs. 2 and 4, it will be seen

that between the upper edge of the front or

face wall and the strengthening-rib 15 behind
and parallel with the same is a space 18, open
at 1ts upper end, through which may be in-
serted and removed the upper panel-plate 19,
which in this Instance 1s a sheet-metal plate
designed to display on 1ts outer face letters
or characters indicating the source of manu-
facture of the contained goods. This panel-
plate, as hereinshown, isa plain flat rectangu-
lar sheet, preterably rounded at the corners
and having depending from its loweredge an
bent or turned In-
wardly of the box, as clearly indicated in Fig.
2. To the inner face of the front plate 13,
just behind the ends of the upper panel-open-
ing 16, are soldered or otherwise secured a
pair of vertical slideways or guides 21 (shown
in full lines in the rear view, Fig. 3) to re-
celve the lower corners and end portions of
the panel 19 and hold the same against the in-
wardly-turned edge 16" of the panel-opening,
as clearly shown in Fig. 2. 22 designates a
flat glass plate, the lower edge of which
reaches substantially to the bottem of the can
and 1s engaged by a central upstanding eclip

23, prefera,bly of a somewhat elastic nature,

to hold the lower portion of the glass plate
against the nwardly -turned margin 17" of
the opening 17 and prevent the glass from rat-
tling. The upper margin of the glass plate

22 after said plate has beenset in place isover-

lapped by the lip 20 of the upper name-plate
19 1n the manner clearly shown in Fig. 2, said
inclined lip serving to wedge and force the
upper portion of the glass against the in-
wardly-turned edge of the panel-opening, and
thus codperating with the clip 23 to hold the
glass securely in place and covering the lower
opening.

Fig. 3 illustrates a slight modlﬁcatwn 1n
form of the overlapping lip on the lower mar-
oin of the upper panel-plate. This modifica-
tion consists in sca,llopino the lower edge of
sald hp to produce a series of short depend-
ing fingers 20%, each bearing against the up-
per edoe of the lower panei- plate This con-
struction provides a series of bearing-points
1in lieu of the continuous bearing of Figs. 1
and 2, being quite as effective as the continu-
ous bearing and requiring slightly less metal,
and to that extent lessening the weight of the
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20" being capable of accommodating itself in-

dependently of the others to a snug bearing

behind the upper margin of the lower plate,
sald construction practically insures a hold-
ing engagement of the upper panel-plate upon
the lower plate longitudinally coextensive
with the overlapping lip, whereas in the solid
construction of Kigs. 1 and 2 should said lip
become warped or unevenly bent 1t might en-
gage the glass panel-plate throughout a com-
paratively limited portion of its entire length

only. Where the scalloped form of overlap-

ping lip (shown in Figs. 3 and 5) is employed,
the bearing lugs or fingers are preferably

‘rounded or blunted, so as not to present sharp

points which mwht injure the hand in with-
drawing the. woods from the box.

From the foregoing it will be seen that 1n
order to remove the panel—plates 19 and 22
1t 1s necessary only to first withdraw the up-
per plate 19 and then simply lift the lower
plate out of the can. My invention thus dis-
penses with the necessity of buttons, spring-
fingers, and similar auxiliary devices hereto-
fore employed for holding the lower portion
of the upper panel-plate and the upper portion
of the lower panel-plate in position behind and
agalnst the panel-openings, thus simplifying
the construction, reducing the cost, and less-
ening the required manipulation of the parts
involved 1n withdrawing and inserting the
plates.

I claim—

1. A display-can of the cha,racter described
havmo upper and lower openings inits front
wall and removable plates covering said open-
1ngs, the lower marginal portion of the up-
per plate being formed as an inwardly-bent
inclined hip overlapping the upper marginal
portion of the lower plate and wedging the
same against the margin of the opening, and
means for holding said overlapping plate in
position, substantially as described.

2. A display-can of the character described
having upper and lower openings in 1ts front
wall, a removable transparent plate in rear of
sald lower opening, and a removable name-
plate behind said upper opening, the lower
marginal portion of sald upper plate being
formed as an inwardly-bent inclined lip over-
lapping the upper marginal portion of the
lower plate and Wed01110 the latter against
the margin of the opening, and guides engago-
1Ny the'ends of said name—plate, substantially
as described.

3. A display-can of the character described
having upper and lower panel-openings in its
front wall formed with inwardly-turned edges,
a removable glass plate in rear of said lower
opening, and a removable sheet-metal name-
plate behind said upper opening, the lower
marginal portion of said upper plate being
formed as an inwardly-bent inclined lip over-
lapping the upper marginal portion of the

65 can. Furthermore, each of the fingers or lugs | lower plate and wedging the latter against the
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margin of the opening, and guides secured to
the inner side of said front wall behind the
ends of the upper panel-opening and engag-
ing the ends of said sheet-metal plate, sub-
stantially as described.

4. A display-can of the character described

having upper and lower openings in its front
wall and removable plates covering said open-
ings, the lower margin of the upper plate be-

1o ing formed as an inwardly-bent inclined lip

3

having a scalloped lower edge overlapping
the upper margin of the lower plate and con-
tacting the same at a plurality of points, and
guides engaging said upper panel-plate and

holding the same in position, substantially as 15

described.
JOHN SCHNABEL.
Witnesses: |
SETH S. SPENCER, Jr.,
Roy E. ToMLINsON.
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