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To all whom it may concern: .

Be 1t known that I, WrLriam B. Hopkins,

of Cincinnati, in the county of Hamilton, and

in the State of Ohio, have invented a certain
new and useful Improvementin Pencil-Sharp-
eners; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description
thereot, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 1s a perspective view of a pencil-
sharpener embodying my invention. ~Fig. 2
1s a top plan view thereof. Fig. 31is a section
on the line 3 3 of Fig. 2, and Fig. 4 is a detail
section on the line 4 4 of Fig. 2.

The object of my invention is to provide a
pencil-sharpener which, among other quali-

. ties, will possess those of simplicity of con-
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struction and efl
tion; and to these ends my invention consists
i the pencil-sharpener having the construc-
tion substantially as hereinafter specified
and claimed. -

In the embodiment of my invention which
I have selected for illustration I employ a
comparatively shallow oblong box A, which
constitutes both a support for the cutter B,
which consists of a disk, and a receptacle for
the shavings or cuttings, the bottom b of the
box being readily detachable to permit the
emptying out of it of the shavings or cuttings
when desired.

The disk-form cutter B has its circumfer-
ence sharpened, and it 1s pivoted or journaled
to the under side of the top of the box A, so
that it may be turned freely, and to avoid
friction and insure its free turning balls D
are interposed between the upper side of the
disk cutter and the top of the box. In the
top of the box A there is an opening E, that
exposes a portion of the edge of the disk cut-
ter B, and said opening is elongated or in the
form of a slot, and its long sides extend ob-
lique to the disk cutter. Overlying the disk
cutter and extending from a poind just with-
1n its cutting edge and upward and outward
1s an inclined surface F, that lies between
extensions of the long sides of the opening E,
which inchned surface F forms a table or rest
for the pencil to be sharpened.

In sharpening a pencil the end thereof is
placed within the opening E and against the

exposed cutting edge of the disk cutter and |

also against the long side of the opening far-
thest from the axis of the disk cutter and the
pencil drawn outward. As the direction of

ciency 1n and ease of opera-

movement of the pencil is in a path that is
oblique to a radius of the cutter disk that in-
tersects such path at the circumference of
the disk, the latter being free to turn will re-
volve so that the cutting of the pencil is due
both to the drawing of the pencil over the
cutter and the revolution of the latter. Be-
sides assisting in the cutting operation the
revolution of the disk cutter, as described, is
useful as presenting another portion of the

cutting edge of the disk cutfer in position

for a succeeding cut.

In order to form a lateral support for the
point of the pencil and prevent the breaking
of the lead, the side wall of the slot against
which the pencil is held is extended down-

ward in the form of a lug ¢ adjacent the disk

cutter.

It will be evident that by the use of my
pencil-sharpener a pencil can be sharpened
quickly and satisfactorily and without break-
age of the lead, and as its construction is ex-
tremely simple its cost of manufacture will
be low and it cannot get out of order. As
the cutter has an edge formed on the periph-
ery of a disk and as the latter revolves so that
new portions of the cutting edge are present-
ed for use, the device can be used a long time

before a new cutter or resharpening of it is
necessary.

Of course it is to be understood that the
precise construction and arrangement of
parts shown and described is not essential
to obtaming the advantages of my invention,
for these may be secured in different forms of
embodiment.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is—

.- A pencil-sharpener, comprising a piv-
oted cutter free to turn on its pivot by the
engagement of the pencil with the cutter and
an obliquely-lying pencil-guide.

2. A pencil-sharpener, comprising a piv-
oted disk and an obliquely-lying pencil-guide
said disk being free to turn under the pres-
sure of the pencil thereon. |

3. A pencil-sharpener, comprising a revo-
luble cutter, and a support for the latter, hav-
Ing an opening for a pencil that has pencil-
gutding surfaces that afe oblique with refer-
ence to the cutter.

4. A pencil-sharpener, comprising a box
having an opening, and a disk-form cutter
pivoted within the box, and having a portion
of its edge exposed by said opening, the di-
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rection of the opening being oblique relative | lateral pencil-supporting surface adjacent
to the cutter. the edge of the cutter. 10
5. A pencil-sharpener, comprising a revo- In testlmony that I claim the foregoing I
luble cutter, a support for said cutter, anti- | have hereunto set my hand.
5 f]?l@tl(}l’l—be&ﬂllﬂ's between the cutter and the WILLIA_M B. HOPKINS.
support, and an oblique pencil-guide. Witnesses:
6. A pencﬂ—shal ener, cCOMPrising a revo- WoorroLx HENDERSON,
luble cutter, an oblique pencﬂ—crulde and a - B. M. Hopxins.
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