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Lo all whom it may concern:

Be it known thatI, Apaum E. HISHER, a citi-
zen ot the United States, residing at Hannibal,

inthe county of Marion and State of Missouri,

haveinvented certain new and useful Improve-
ments 1n Checkreins and Holders for Same;
and I do declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, and to the lgures of reference
marked thereon, which form g part of this
specification. |

My invention relates to Improvements in
checkreins and holders for same of the class
by which the driver while at his seat on the
vehicle may change the tension of the check-
rein and even release it to allow the horse to
reach the ground with the mouth in drinking
or eating; and the general object of the inven.
tlon is to provide a simple and cheap but ab-
solutely safe and efficient device of said class.
This object I attain by the novel construction
and arrangement of parts illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, in which——

Higure 1 isaside elevation of the portion of
a harness known as the ““saddle” or " saddle-
tree” with my improved checkrein-holder and
a portion of a checkrein mounted thereorn.
Fig. 2 is an enlarged rear elevation of the de-
vice alone removed from the saddle. 1<
1s & top or plan view of Fig. 2. Figs. 4, 5,
6, and 7 are modifications of Fig. 2. TFig. 8
18 a vertical sectional view on the line 4 ¢ 1n
Fig. 5. TFig. 9 is a vertical sectional view on
the
tion of the checkrein on the line d d in Figo.
9. Fig. 11 is a top view of a portion of the
checkrein with a modification in the means
by which it is secured at varlous points of
tension. Fig. 12is a cross-section on the line
¢ ¢ in Fig. 11.

Referring to the drawings by reference-nu-
merals, 1 desighates the saddle of a common
harness having guiding rings or eyes 2 for the
common reins or ¢ Upon this saddle,

lines.”
as a preferred place for it, I secure by screws

-3 or other means an angular metallic frame 4
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9, of which the vertical arm or part 5 has a
horizontal slot 6, through which the check-
rein 7 is slidingly inserted and with its front
end 8 connected with the head of the horse in

the usual manner, while the rear end 9 is ex-

tended to the seat of the driver. _
The portion of the checkrein 7 that slidesin

line 6 b in Fig. 6. Fig. 10 is a cross-sec- .
~other views both of said means

the slot 6 is provided with a longitudinal row
of studs 10, extending beyond one and pref-
erably beyond both sides of the rein and are
adapted to engage the vertical plate 5 above
and below the narrow end of its slot 6, and
thereby check the horse, while they will DASS
through the wider part orendof theslot when
the rein is moved into that end and there en-
able the operator to adjust the tension of the
rein as he may desire and lock it in the cle-
sired position by simply swinging it sidewise
into the narrow end of the slot.

In Figs. 11 and 12 is shown how the check-
Ing-stops upon the rein may consist of clasps
or staples 11, closed tightly about the leather
strap 7 and having their ends 12 driven into
the leather: but possibly the form 10 shown
In the other figuresis the bestone. This form
may be provided in several ways, like a
round-headed rivet with washers 13, (see Fig.
2,) beyond which the end of the rivet is spread
enough to prevent its retraction, or as in Fig.
10, where the rivet 10 has its end riveted over
or spread into a countersinking 14 in a hemji-
spheric washer 15. The rounded form of
these studs or stops is not necessary: but it
facilitates the sliding of the rein through the

slot 6, which slot and adjacent parts will now
be further deseribed.

In the present instance in all the views the
end of the slot toward the right side of the
driver is the one through which the rein is
supposed to slide freely. It is therefore in
some views provided with notches 16 for the
studs 10 to move through and in other views
with flaring inclines 17 for the studs and rein
to slide over, as in Kigs. 4 and 5. and in still
are combined,

as in Fig. 7.

Theleft-hand half of the slot 6 may simply
be narrow enough to prevent the studs from
passing through it and then have notches 18
In 1ts rear edges for the studs to engage, so
as to prevent accidental side motion and dis-
engagement of the rein. For the purpose
Jjust set forth I may also use guarding projec-
tions 19 at the rear side of the frame portion
5 1n place of or in addition to the notches 18.

In a preferred form of the device | provide
elther in the upper side of the slot, as in Fig.
9, or 1n the lower side, as in Figs. 6 and 1,
a rearwardly-swinging locking member 20,
pivoted at 21 and normally held with its free
end or edge into the narrow part of the slot
6 by a weight 22 or else by a spring 23 in
Fig. 7. To limit the action of such weight
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or spring, the locking member touches the
frame 5 either by a projection 24 on the mem-
ber or by direct engagement, like at point 25
in Fig. 8 and 26 1n I1g. 9.

In the operation of the device, if the lock-
ing member 20 is used the tension of the check-
rein may be increased by simply pulling the

rein rearwardly, as the locking member will

i1t and allow the studs to pass rearwardly
over it: but if the tension is to be decreased
the operator pulls rearwardly on the rein to
release the engaging stud from 1ts engagement
with the frame, and then by a slight side mo-
tion brings the rein into the end of the slot
6. where it may slide freely forward to the
desired position and be locked by a reversed
side motion into the locking end of the slot.
As already above described, the operation
without the locker 20 is similar to that just
described, except that the rein must be moved
into the releasing end of the slot for both in-
creasine and decreasing of its tension.

It will be understood that even without
studs or stops on the rein it may be pinched
and held between the free end of the locking-
biece 20 and the opposite edge or side ot the

slot. but not so accurately as with the stops.
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Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18— |

1. The combination with a frame-plece se-
curable to a harness-saddle and provided with
o horizontal slot vertically wider at one end
than at the other, of a checkrein slidable 1in
said slot and having a series of studs or stops
adapted to pass through the wide part of the
slot and to engage the edges of the narrow
part of the slot and thus hold the horse’s head
at various elevations.

0 The combination with a frame-plece se-
curable to a harness-saddle and provided with
a horizontal slot vertically wider at one end
than at the other, of a checkrein slidable 1n
said slot and having a series of studs or stops
adapted to engage the edges of the narrow
part of the slot and to pass through the wide
part of it, and a notch in the rear ot the frame-
piece adjacent the narrow part of the slot, to
engage the studs and prevent accidental side
motion of the checkrein into the wide part ot
the slot.

3. The combination with a frame-piece se-
curable to the harness-saddle and provided
with a horizontal slot vertically wider at one
end than at the other, of a checkrein slidable

803,685

'y said slot and having a series of studs or

stops adapted to engage the edges of the nar-
row part of the slot and to pass through the
wide part of it, a notch 1n the rear of the
frame-piece adjacent to the barrow part ot

the slot, and a rearward projection at the side

of said notch nearest to the wide part of the
slot, to engage the studsand prevent acciden-

tal motion of the rein into the wide part of the

slot.

4 The combination with a frame-piece se-
curable to a harness-saddle and provided with
a2 horizontal slot vertically wider at one end
than at the other, of a checkrein slidable there-
in and having a series of studs or stops adapt-
ed to engage the edges of the narrow part of
the slot and to pass through the wide part of
it, notches in the rear edges adjacent to the
narrow part of the slot to prevent accidental
side motion of the checkrein into the wide part
of the slot; said narrow part of the slot hay-
ing one of its sides formed of a pivoted lock-
ing-piece, which in its normal position makes
the slot as narrow as possible, but which will
vield in a rearward direction so as to widen
the slot, so that the rein may be given more
and more tension by pulling its various studs
to the rear of the locking-piece and let them
lodge in the notches, and so that the tension
may be reduced by moving the rein into the
wide part of the slot and release 1t more or
less before engaging it again with the said
notches. |

5 The combination with a frame - piece
adapted to be secured to the saddle of a har-
ness and having a horizontal slot wider 1n one
ond than in the other. of a checkrein compris-
ing a flat strap slidable in said slot and hav-
ing a longitudinal central row of studs or stops
adapted to engage the edges of the narrow
part of the slot and to pass through the wide
part of it; rearward projections at the edges
of the slot to engage the studs and prevent
accidental motion of the rein into the wide
part of the slot; said wide partof the slot hav-
ine the notches 16 for the studs to pass th rough,
50 as to avoid making the frame-plece unnec-
essarily large. | |

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

ADAM E. FISHER.

Witnesses:
Fropa HavmaN FISHER,
M. E. HaymAN.
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