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To all whom it muary concermn.

Be it known that I, MarcerLUs S. Fienp, a |

citizen of the United States, residir.g at Boston,
in the county of Suffolk and State of Massa-
chusetts, have invented an Improvement in
Poet:—Of“ ce Furniture, of which the following
description, 1n connection with the accom-
panying drawings, 1s a specification, like fig-
ures on the drawings representing like parts.

This invention relates to post-office furni-
ture, and especially to desks which are used
for routing or arranging mail preparatory to
its being bundled up and delivered by the let-
ter-carrier. These desks usually comprise a
table and a routing-case situated above the
table, which is provided with a plurality of
compartments into which the mail is arranged
to correspond with the placesof delivery along
the route. Usually these cases are provided
with shelves, and each shelf has partitions di-
viding 1t into various compartments. Some-
times a routing-strip is placed on the front of
cach shelf to assist the letter-carrier in as-
sorting his mail. A desk of this character 1s
shown 1n Patent No. 641,003, dated January

9, 1900, and also in my copending application,

Serial No. 227,665, filed October 8, 1904.

In all routing-cases now in use, so far as I

am aware, the partitions are rigid with the

shelves of the case. The result of this con-

struction is that after the mail has been sorted

and arranged in the compartments between
the partitions the letters in each compartment
have to be withdrawn separately preparatory

to beilng bundled up. This, of necessity, con-
SUNIES considerable time.

One of the purposes of my preeent 1Inven-

tlon is to provide a novel routing-case having

such a construction that the gathering to-
oether of the routed or sorted mail can be
oreatly tacilitated,thearrangement being such
that all the mail on any one shelf can be with-
drawn from the compartments simultaneously
and then be bundled up, thus avoiding the ne-
cessity of withdrawing the mail from each com-
partment singely. I accomplish this by sup-
porting the parcitions independently from the
shelves and making the shelves movable rela-
tive to the partitions. The shelves in their
normal positions are placed so that the parti-

tions divide them into the required compart-
ments; but because the shelves are mounted
independently from the partition the shelves
and partitions may be separated, thus per-
mitting the sorted mail on any one shelf to

be gathered together with one movement.

In

the best form of my invention now known

to me I secure the partitions to the back ot
the case and make the shelves movable rela-
tive to said back, so that by a forward move-
ment of the shelves they and the mail thercon
may be withdrawn from the partitions.

My invention also includes a novel way of
mounting the elevating-case so that it may
be moved toward and from the front of the
table-top and, 1f desired, toward and from
the table-top. _

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a front view
of a routing-table embodying my invention.
Fig. 2 i1s a section on the line # », Kig. 1.
Figo. 3 1s a top plan view of one corner of the
desk shown in Figs. 1 and 2. Fig. 4 1s a front
elevation of another desk embodying my in-
vention.
Kig. 4.

3 designates a table or desk of any suitable
construction, 1t having a table-top 4 and, pref-
erably, side boards 5 and a back board 6.
Mounted above the table 1s a routing-case,
(designated generally by 7.) This routing-case
1s shown as having a plurality of shelves &,
which are divided into compartments or spaces
by suitable partitions 9. One feature of my
invention 1s mounting the shelves and parti-
tions Iindependently from each other, so that
they may be moved relatively to eaeh other.

In the embodiment of my invention shown
in Figs. 1 and 2 the elevating-case has a back
board 10 and side boards 11, the shelves 8 be-
ing slidably mounted 1n grooves 12 in the

-Slde boards, so that each ehelt 18 independ-

ently removable The partitions 9 are shown
as being supported by the back board 10 of
the case -a,nc] as having no physical connection
with the shelves 8. (One convenient form of
partition 1s merely a wire loop which stands
horizontally, the legs of the loop beine secured
in the back board 10. This loop 1s pretfer-
ably of a sufficient length to extend near lv Lo

the tront of the ehelt when the latter 1s 1n

place and i1s of sufiicient width to properly
hold the letters when placed on the shelf.

i Hach shelf has at its back edge a guard or

) |

back-stop 13, which prevents the
being pushed in too far, and, 1t desired, a
IOUtlHG‘-‘atI‘lp 14, having 1mprinted thereon
the varlous points of the route along which
mail 1s delivered, may be applied to the front
edge of sald shelves. Rigid with each shelf
adjacent each end thereof is a guard or
rest 15, which prevents the letters from fall-
ing off the ends of the shelves as the latter

Fig. 5 1s a section on the line v v,

letters tfrom
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order 1n which 1t 1s to be delivered.

&

arc withdrawn, as will be presently deseribed.
The shelves are normally placed 1n position,
as shown in full lines, Kig. 2, and 1n using
this type of routing-case the letter-carrier
sorts the mail on the table-top 4 and places
cach pilece in the proper compartment on the
proper shelf, so that when the mail 1s entirely
sorted it is arranged on the shelves 1n the
After
the mail has been thus arranged on the shelves
each shelf in its order is drawn forward, as
shown in dotted lines, Fig. 2, this movement
of theshelf carrying theletters with it out from
between the partitions 9, as will be obvious,
since the back-stop 13 of the shelf engages all
the letters. The shelf may be entirely with-
drawn from the case and laid on the table-top,
or may be nearly withdrawn therefrom, as
shown in dotted lines, Kig. 2. In either event
the partitions 9 have been withdrawn from
the letters which are now supported on the
shelf hetween the two guards 15, and the let-
ter-carrier can then with one movement gather
the letters together in a compact bundle which
can be laid directly on the table-top, the let-
ters in the bundle being arranged according
to their order of delivery. After the empty
shelf has been replaced in position on the

- routing-case another sheltf may be withdrawn
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the movable portion of the case is moved

and the mail removed therefrom, as above
described. It will thus be seen that the op-
eration of removing the mail from the shelves
and arranging it on the table-top in position to
be bundled takesbuta very short time as com-
pared with the time necessary to remove the
sorted mail from theshelves in prior devices.

In the embodiment above described each
shelf 1s independently movable. My inven-
tion may be embodied In a routing-case 1n
which the shelves are simultaneously movable
relative to the partitions. Such a form of the
invention 1s shown in Figs. 4-and 5, wherein
the shelves 8* are su pported by the Eﬂde boards
11* of the routing-case and the partitions 9*
are supported by the back board 10% all as
described above. The difference between this
embodiment and that above described, how-
ever, 18 that the side boards 11" and the shelves
carried thereby are movable toward and from
the back board 10 this movement operating
to withdraw all the shelves simultaneously

from the partitions instead of each shelf mdi-

vidually. The movable portion of the case,
consisting of the side boards 11" and shelves
and bottom board 20, is slidably mounted on
suitable ways or guldes 21, sustained by the
side boards 5 of the table-top. 23 designates
suitable springs, which are connected to the
movable portion of the case and the table and
which serve to assist the backward movement
of the movable portion of the case. In using
a desk embodying this form of my invention
baclk-
wardly against the back board 10*, as shown
in dotted lines, g, 5, and the letter-carrier

803,575

sorts the mail, as above described, arranging
it in the various compartments according to
its order of delivery. When thus mranwed
the movable portion of the case, comprising
the side boards and Shelve%., may be moved
forwardly, as shown in full lines, Fig. 5,
thereby withdrawing all of the letters from
the partitions 9% the back-stops 13" prevent-
ing the mail from being drawn off the shelt

backwardly by friction with the partitions.:

After the shelves have been withdrawn from
the partitions the mail on each shel
bundled together with one movement, asabove
described. |

In the embodiment of the invention shown
in IMgs. 1 and 2 the case as a whole is capable
of movement toward and from the table-top
and also toward and from the front of the
table-top. This is herein accomplished by
providing the table with suitable inclined
ouides or ways 30, on which the routing-case
1s shidably mounted, said ways inclining for-
wardly and downwardly from the top of the
back board 6 to the table-top 4. The elevat-
ing-case may be guided by these Ways 1n any
%ultable way.

As herein shown, the side bmrds of the case
arc provided with the extensions : 31, having
theirlower edgescutonaninelinetocorrespond
with the incline of the ways 30, the inclined
face of each extension having suitable guide-
eves 82, which encirele and slide back and forth
on the corresponding guide 30. Suitable
springs 33 may be employed, 1t desired, to
assist the operator in elevating the case.

In both embodiments of my invention here-
in 1llustrated the shelves are mounted inde-
pendently of the partitions, so that the former
may be removed from the latter, and said
shelves are also mounted so that they may be
moved toward and from the front of the case.

1 believe that it i1s broadly new with me to
provide a routing-case in which the shelves
and partitions are independently supported,
so that all the mail on one shelf may be simul-
taneously withdrawn from the partitions, and

therefore I desire to claim this feature broadly. -
While I have shown two ways of accomplish-"

ing this, it will be understood that my inven-
tion is not limited to the embodiment shown
in the drawings, and therefore I reserve to

myself the right to malke all such changes as
| come within the scope of the appended claims.
34 designatessuitable locking-latches, which

serve to hold the case in its retracted position.
Having described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 18—
1. In post-office furniture, a table, and a

routing-case above the table, said routing-case.

h‘LVlﬂO shelves and partitions for the shelves
supported independently thereof..

2. In post-oftice furniture, a desk or table
and a routing-case associated ther ewith, said
routing - case comprising shelves, and parti-
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tions dividing the shelves into compartments,
each shelf and the corresponding partition
being independently supported and movable
relatwely to each other.

3. In post-office furniture, a desk or table
and a routing-case assocmted therewith, said
routing-case ha,vmcr a shelf and partltlons di-
Viding said shelf into compartments, said shelf
being movable relatively to the partitions.

4. In post-otlice furniture, a desk or table
and a routing-case associated therewith, said
routing-case including a shelf and partitions
leldlnﬂ‘ the shelf into compartments, said
shelf bemo' movable toward and from the front
of the case relatively to the partitions.

5. In post-office furniture, a desk or table.
and a routing-case associated therewith, said

routing-case comprising a shelf having a back-

stop, and partitions dividing said shelf 1nto

compartments, said shelf and partitions being
movable relatively to each other. |

6. In post-office furniture, a desk or table,
a routing-case associated theremth sald rout-
ing-case 1nclud1no* side boards and shelves Sup-

ported thereby, and inclined guideways sus-

tained by said table on which said routing-
~case 1s slidably mounted.

Intestimony whereof I have signed my name

to thisspecification in the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses.

MARCELLUS S. FIELD.
Witnesses: _ *

Lours C. Sy,

MARGARET A. DuUnn.
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