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Lo all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, DExTrr M. WricHTt, a

citizen of the Umted States, residing at San

Francisco, in the county of Sm I‘ranmsoo and
State of Cahfqrnm, have invented certain new
and useful Improvementsin Braces for Drum-
Cords, of which the followingis aspecification.
ths invention relates to braces for drum-
cords, the object of the invention being to pro-
oraces for tightening the cords of drums
which shall be more durable convenient, and
effective than those heretofore employed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of a drum e u1pped with
my 1mpr0ved braces. Fig. 2 is an enlarged
perspective view of.the brace detached when
open. Iig. 3 is a similar view of the same
closed. I‘w 4 1s a view similar to Fig. 2 of
a modified form of the invention. Flﬂ‘ 1S a
similar view of a further modification. Fig.
0 1s an end view of the latter.

Various forms of braces or ears for tighten-
ing the cords of drums are on the m‘u‘Let but
none of them is quite satisfactory to musi-
clans. The original form of brace was one
made entirely of leather with the free edges
underneath the cords of the drum stitched to-
gether with strong twine. The ob]ec‘mon to
t hlS form was that by constant use and owing
to the immense strain upon the brace by the
tension of the cords these stitches tore out of
the leather and the device was not durable,
and was therefore a source of annoyance and
expense to the owner of the drum. An im-
provement on this consisted in surrounding
the brace with a continuous metallic b&nd
but this was open to the objection that the
band, being comparatively thick, scratched
the VELPIliSh on the side of the drum; also, it
was not securely attached to the leather brace;
and a further objection, which applied also t0
the original form secured by means of stitches,
was that the brace could not be removed with-
out taking the whole of the drum apart.

A further improvement consisted in sur-
rounding the brace with a metallic piece firmly
secured thel eto, the ends of which coincided
with the free edges of the leather, thus form-
ing a gap both between the metallic piece and
the leather, through which gap the cords of
the drum could be passed. This was an im-

provement on the other two forms in that it
could be applied to the drum and detached

1

therefrom without taking the drum apart: but
it was found to be dclectwe in that by the con-
stant tension of the cords the metal device
would spread, and thus would fall off the cords
of the drum and on many ocecasions be lost.
By the present invention I avoid all of the
above objections and provide a brace which
can be attached to and detached from the
cords of the drum, as required, but cannot ac-

cidentally fall therefrom, and which will at

the same time be sufficiently strong, durable,
and effective.

Referring to the drawings, 1 represents the
drum; 2, the hoops; 3, the cord tightening said
hoops, and 4 the braces upon said cord. Each
brace consists of a piece of leather 5, having
an ear portion 6 and bent into a loop open on

one side, and upon sald leather is secured a.

metallic reinfm*ein o-plate 7,the edges of which
are formed, respectively, into hooks 8 and eves
9, engaging each other.

In the modification shown in Fig. 4 thereare
secured adjacent to the free edges metallic re-
inforcing-plates 10, having coregistering por-
tions 11 12 projecting therefrom and formed
into eyes 13, through which passes a cotter-
pin or key 14.

In the modification illustrated in Fies. 5
and 6 each plate is formed double, the free
edges of each plate being cut, the one into

prongs 15, passed throuoh the leather, and

the other mto slots 16 on the opposite side of
the leather, through which slots the prongs
pass and are secured thereto to firmly secure
the plate upon the leather. The plates form
eyes 13 1n the same manner as before.

The above methods of attaching the metal-
lic plates only serve to illustrate the general
principle involved, which is that of providing

the free edges of the leather with metallic de-

vices detachably connected with each other to
form when so connected a closed loop through
which the cords can pass, said edees being,
however, disconnectible when it is desired to
remove the devices from the leather.

The word ""leather” in the claims is under-
stood to 1nclude any flexible material like
leather which could be used in the place
thereof.

I elaim—

In combination with

cdrum-cords, a brace

therefor consisting of a piece of leather form-

Ing a loop open on oneside and having an ear
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whereby the same may be grasped, and me-
tallic reinforcements for the free edges of the
loop, said reinforcements being provided with
means whereby they and said free edges may
¢ bhe detachably connected together, substan-

tially as described.
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my

hand in the presence of two subseribing wit-
nesses.

DEXTER M. WRIGHT.

Witnesses:
Fraxcs M. WRIGHT,
Brssti (FORFINKEL.
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