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To all whom it maly CoOncern:

Be it known that we, James WaTITE and En-
WARD T'HOMAS, citizens of the United States,
residing at Patterson, in the parish of St.
Mary and State of Liouisiana, have invented
new and useful Tmprovements in Mail-Bag
Catchers, of which the following is a specifi-
cation. - - | -

This invention relates to mail-bag catchers,
the object of the invention being to provide
a device of this character which is simple of
construction and effective in operation, which
may be readily set for operation, and which
is adapted to positively engage and hold a bag
and prevent accidental disengagement of the
bag therefrom. -

- The preferred embodiment of the invention
1s illustrated in the accompanying drawings,
1in which— ~ |

Figure 1isa top plan view of the Improved

mail-bag catcher, showing the same set for |

operation; and Fig. 2isasimilar view showing
the position of the catcher-arms when released

to engage and clamp a bag against the catcher- |

frame. .

Referring now more particularly to the
drawings, the numeral 1 represents a control-
ling-lever adapted to be pivotally mounted,
as at 2, upon the side wall of a mail-car or
support alongside the track and provided

with a substantially U-shaped or bail-shaped

catch-frame 3, disposed with its major axis

atb right angles thereto.

Arranged at opposite sides of the frame 3
are catcher-arms 4 and 5, each of said arms
being eccentrically pivoted to the adjacent
side of the frame by a p1vot-pin or trunnion
6, the opposite ends of the arms being curved
outwardly beyond the plane of the body por-
tion thereof. The short end of each arm is
connected by a contractile spring 7 to the ad-

‘Jacent side of the frame 3 in advance of the

pivotal connections 6, the two springs being
adapted by contraction to draw the short
ends of the arms outward, and thereby swing
the long ends of said arms inwardly toward
the intermediate or return portion of the
frame 3, as shown in Fig. 2, from which it
will be seen that when the arms are thus SWung
mmwardly they will lie transversely across the

ame, the inner edge of the long end of each
arm engaging the pivot-pin of the other arm

and being thereby limited from further in-
ward movement under the action of the Springs
7. Arranged upon the sides of the frame 3,
adjacent to the mouth or open end thereof,are
stop pins or projections 8, which are engaged
by the outer edges of the long ends of the
arms, and thus hold said portions of the arms
from outward movement under the action of
the springs 7. -
Pivoted to the arm 4 is a trigger or latch
lever 9, which is adapted to be swung trans-
versely of the frame and to engage at its free
end a keeper notch or recess 10, formed in the
arm 9, to hold said arms spread apart and set
for operation, as shown in Fig. 1. The stop-
pins 8 prevent any lateral oscillation of the
two arms under the pull of the springs 7 when
sald arms are set for operation, thereby pre-
venting all liability of accidental disengage-
ment of the latch 9 from the keeper-recess 10.
In operation the catcher is swung outward
by manipulating the lever 1 to bring the
mouth or open end of the catcher-frame 3 in
the plane of the bag to be caught and the
catcher-arms set and locked in the position
shown in Fig. 1. When the bag contacts
with the latch 9, the latter wiil be swune in-
wardly and out of engagement with the recess
10, thus permitting the springs 7 to swing

‘the arms to the. position shown in Fig. 2,

whereby the long ends of said arms will clamp
the bag against the closed_end or return por-
tion of the bail-frame. |

Owing to the fact that the arms are main-
tained in elamping position by the action of
the springs 7, it will be seen that the bag will

‘be firmly and securely held in the catcher-
| frame and prevented from casually dropping

out of the same.
The construction of the device is so simple
that there is very little liability of any of the

parts becoming deranged,and asa consequence

the bag will be caught and held clamped until
released and cannot become disengaged from
the frame during the catching operation.

Having thus described our invention, what
we claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

A mail-bag catcher comprising a bail-shaped
receiving-frame, ‘catcher-arms eccentrically
pivoted to the sides of said frame and having

| outwardly -curved ends, springs connecting
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the short ends of the arms to the frame in ad-
vance of the pivotal connections, stops upon
the frame engaged by the long ends of the
arms to limit the outward movement thereof,
and a latch pivotally mounted upon one arm
and adapted to engage the other arm to hold
said arms 1n set position.
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In testimony whereof we affix our signatures
in presence of two witnesses.

JAMES WHITE.
EDWARD THOMAS.
Witnesses: |

J. K. SAssUs, |
J. E. MUNRORE, Jr.
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