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To all whom Tt may concermn:

Be 1t known that I, Craries R. JUDGE a
citizen of the United States residing in: East
Chelmsford, in the town of (Jhelmstord in the
county of Middlesex and Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, have invented a certain new
and useful Improvement 1n Game A pparatus,
of which the following is a specification.

This invention rela,teq to game apparatus
designed for playing indoor gamessimilar in
some respects to base-ball, and comprises a
rotary device which I call a ““base-runner,”
having cages or baskets, each adapted to re-
ceive a, blel a bat, or ball-placer adapted to
put a ball in one of said cages or baskets and
at the same time to set the base -runner in ro-
tation.

Said 1nvention comprises also four base
tenders or levers, each adapted to be manipu-
lated to strike the ball up out of a cage on the

~ base-runner as sald cage. passes S‘le tender
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into the air, in order that the player at that
point or base may catch the ball in his hands
on the fly. The positionsof the base-tenders
correspond to those of the home plate and bases
of abase-ball ground. These partsare all sup-
ported on a suitable plate or board, the con-
struction of which allows itto be folded when
not in use into small space and to contain the
base-runner, which may also be folded to per-
mit the folding of the plate.

In the accompanying drawings, on three
sheets, Figure 11s a plan of the apparatus in
position for use; Fig. 2, an end view of the
case containing the same folded; Fig. 3, a
side elevation of the base-tender and a part
of the base-runner with a cage containing a
ball; FKig. 4, a plan of the parts shown in Fig.
3: Fig. 5, a plan of the hub of the base-run-
ner; Kig. 6, a central vertical section on the
line 6 6 in Fig. 4; Figs. Tand 8, respectively,
a side elevation and a plan showing in full
lines the bat, a cage of the base-runner, and
a ball being placed insaid cage, and in dotted
lines the position of said bat when about to

~ put the ball in the cage.

The base A 1s a rectangular nearly square
board or plate preferably divided lengthwise
on parallel lines into three equal parts or sec-
tions e a «°, united by hinges ¢’ to enable said
base to he folded when not in use by bring-
ing 1ts sides together into the form shown by
dotted lines in Fig. 2. When folded, the ap-
paratus may be placed in a long valise or bag
B of triangular eross-section, having a mouth
b, which extends from end to end of said bag

in place’and turns on a verti

B, and having loops or handles & //,
said bag may be lifted and car rled

The b‘LSe -runner C, Figs. 1,3, 6, 1s sup-
ported upon a foot-plate D, secured by bolts
or screws ¢ to the center of the base A, the
hub ¢ of said runner preferably resting upon
antifriction - balls K, arranged 1n circular
grooves 1n the top of said foot-plate and in
the bottom of said hub. The hub isretained

cal stud F, which
passes down through said hub and said foot-

-plate and 1s held in said plate by a set-screw

f, the latter turning horizontally in said plate

“and thrusting radially against said stud, said

stud having an enlarged head 7’ to prevent
sald hub from "rising, and said head being let
down into said hub flush therewith.

The hub ¢ is provided with four radial arms
¢ ¢ ¢ ¢, arranged at equal angles, two oppo-
site arms ¢ ¢, Fig.'5, being represented as
comparatively short and flat on top and the

other two, ¢’ ¢', being longer and having mar-

ginal ledges ¢. The arms ¢ ¢’ are provided
with holes ¢’, and the arms ¢ ¢* with longitu-
dinal slots ¢. The inner portions of the

by which

60

TAS.

75

30

spokes G’ G*G° G* are secured by bolts g and -

nuts ¢’ on the arms of the hub, said bolts pass-
ing down through said spokes and through
the holes ¢" and slots ¢" and said nuts ¢’ being
screwed on said bolts below said arms.

One palr of spokes ' G° are in a single
piece (v, Fig. 4, and rest on the arms ¢ ¢,
while the inner ends of the other separate
spokes G* G* are butted against the single-
spoke piece (3, the combined length of said
spokes G* G* being less than said single piece
Gr by the width of said piece, so that the outer
ends of all the spokes when the same are in use
are at the same distance from the center of
the base-runner C. The spokes G* GL are
prevented from turan‘ on the arms ¢ ¢ of
the hub by the ledges ¢’, between which they
are fitted. _

All the nuts ¢', Figs. 3 and 6, are repre-
sented as thumb-nuts. The nuts which hold
the single-spoke piece (o in place, however,
may be of any form, as they will rarely need
to be turned; but it 1s desirable that the nuts
which hold the spokes G*G*should be capable
of being loosened quickly by hand in order
that sald last-named spokes may be drawn
away from the piece, (x and raised above the
ledges ¢® and turned into parallelism with the
piece (3, as shown in dotted lines in Fig. 1.

To the outer end of each spoke is secured a
cage H' H* H® HY, preferably formed of wire,
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form of an arch /. the st

time beine inclined to the ]){L
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the middle of the wire being bent into the
rands of wire at t{'m
bottom of the arch being looped at 4 A° ut

each side of the spoke and ‘being secured to
sald spolie by nails or serews 2° /7
loops /' 7" the end portions of said strands are
curved downward into half-cireles at 2> 2° to

support a ball, and the one, 2, of said end
portiom which 1s in front when the base-
runner 1s m operation is carrvied np from the
half-cirele 7 h:)l some distance and is inelined
toward the correspondine arch 4 to prevent
the ball O from passing through the cage when
thrown bV the bat.  The other end portion /4
of the wire stops just above the correspond-

ing half-cirele 4’ and is far enoueh from the
arch 4 to permit the lmll to pass freely 1nto
the cage. The ends of the wire are turned
over at 2" 2" to prevent injury to the h.;md%
and to the bat.

The bat I, Figs. 1, 7, and 8, is a lever piv-
oted at one end hetween vertical ears 7 ¢ on
a stand <7, said stand being secured to the
base-board A in such a position that when the
spokes of the base-runner are placed about
diagonally to said base-board said bat being
in 1ts normal position (shown in Fig. 1 and by
dotted lines in Iigs. 7 and 8) is at 11{'}111, an-
oles to the nearest one of said spekes and
when turned over toward said spoke its free
end will fall into or across the corresponding
cage between the arch 4 and the end portions
YRS A lateral projection ¢ from the bat I
serves as a handle to turn said lever.

The free end portion of the bat I1is branched
or forked, and the tines 7' ¢" are hent at 2° for-
ward over the body of said bat and are curved
to form the sides of an oval or 01111350.} so bhat

a ball O placed on said tines in the normal
poquzlon of the bat will be supported thereby
and will be carried into the cace when the
lever is turned to the position shown 11 full
lines in Kigs. 7 .:an 8. The pressure of the
tines upon the ball after the latter reaches
the bottom of the cage will obvicusly erowd
the ball and cage away from the bat and set
the base-runner in rotation, the tines at this
[, as shown in
Fig. 7. The tines lie in the same plane with

each other and arc near enough together to
allow Lhom to pass down 1nto the cage, and
the space 2’ between the tines above the bend
" allows the ball to pass easily from the hat
when the cage moves away from the bat. |

Radially with the center of the hase-runner
at all four corners of the base are placed base-
tenders J' J* J° J', cach consisting of a lever
supported upon a suitable stand /, Figes. 1, 3,
and 4, cach of said base-tende ors ]L;U. g at its
outer end a suitable handle )7, a stop )" to
limit the downward movement of the inner
end of said basc-tender, and a horizontally-
looped inner end narrower than the space be-
tween the half-civcles 2” /° of a cage.
player at the base-tender is bupposed by de-

Krom the |

| on sald stand and provided with a hub and
having two spokes formed in a single piece
- rierdly secured to the hub of said spider, other

The |

pressing the handle of said tender to throw
the tnner end of said tender up through the
bottom of a cage as 1t passes him, thereby
throwing the ball out of the cage into the air,
and to cateh the ball in the hands on the fly,
or before the ball alights.

In practice the apparatus will be. placed on
q table of ordinary height.

Considerable skill 1s required in the ma-
nipulation of the bat or ball-placer to prevent
the b*'Lll from roll the bat before 1t

ing off
reaches the cage and from being thrown be-
vond the cage.

The basemon must operate the base-tenders
at ust the right time to remove the ball from

the moving cage.

I'wo or more persons, up to nine on aside,
may play eaines with this apparatus: but four
on a side is the preferred number. For in-
stance, after determining by lot or otherwise
which side shall have the first inning the play-
ers who have the innings take turns at the bat
and the players of the other side are placed
cach at one of the base-tenders, and 1f thereare
enough plfwelb the remaining plavms of the
side which is ““out” are phced in poslitions
corresponding to those occupied by the field-
ers and short stop in base-ball. If any ball is
knocked out of acageand caught betore reach-
ine the floor or ground,the player at the bat 1s
out and is succeeded by another player on the
same side, and when three players are out the
“side” 1s out and the other side have their
mnmnines.  When a ball eoes around to the
home base, or starting-point, it counts one or
2 “run,” for the side having the innings.
Unsuccesstul attempts to put the ball in the
cage or failures of the ball if properly placed
in the cage to reach the next base or first base
will be considered “‘strikes.” If the ball
sticks 1n the cage, as between the arch and
one of the end portions 2" 4° or between said
end portions, and does not seat itself prop-
erly, it is called a “‘ foul” ball and does not
count. |

An umpire may be chosen to call or decide
on points, and the game may be played in a
manner closely mbembhno hase-ball.

I clatm as my invention—

1. The combination in a game apparatus, of
8 base-board consisting of parallel sections,
hinges uniting each section to the next sec-
tlon, a stand secured to asection of said base-
board, and a spider or base-runner journaled

separate spokes arranged on opposite sides of
sald single-spoke piece and normally extend-
ine therefrom at an angle therewith and ar-
rangedin grooves, with which said hub is pro-
vided, and thumb-screws normally to retain
sald separate spokes in said orooves and to
permit said separate spokes to be folded into
parallelism with said singele-spoke piece over
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one of sald sections, when said screws are |

loosened. |

2. The combination of the base-board., a
stand supported thereon, a base-runner rotary
on sald stand and having spokes, cages sup-
ported on the free ends of said spokes and
adapted to receive and retain a ball, and each
having an opening at one side, another stand
supported on said board, and a bat or lever
pivoted on sald stand and adapted to hold a
ball and to be turned to deposit said ball in a
cage and to set sald base-runner in rotation.

3. The combination of the base-board, a
stand supported thereon, a base-runner rotary
on said stand and having radial spokes, cages
supported on the free ends of sald spokes and
adapted to receive and retain a ball, and each

“having an opening at one side, another stand

supported on sald board, and a bat or lever
pivoted on said stand and adapted to hold a

ball and having a handle by which said bat

may be turned to deposit said ball in a cage

8

ancd to set said base-runner in rotation, and
by which said bat may be returned to normal
position. |

4. The combination of the base-board, a
stand supported thereon, a base-runner rotary
on sald stand and having radial spokes, cages
supported on the free ends of said spokes and
each adapted to receive and retain a ball and
each having an opening from bottom to top
thereotf, arranged radially to said base-runner,
other stands supported on said base-board,
base tenders or levers, each pivoted on one of
sald last-named stands and arranged radially
to sald base-runner, and each adapted to be
turned to throw a ball out of a passing cage.

In testimony whereof I have afixed my sig-
nature 1n presence of two witnesses.

CHARLES R. JUDGE.

‘Witnesses:

ALBERT M. MOORE,
Beny. P. AMBROSE.
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