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To all whornv t6 maly concerw:

Be it known that I, ANDREW J. YUENGER, a
citizen of the Umted States, residing at Mari-
nette, in the county of Mdrmette and State of
WISCOI‘ISIH have invented a new and useful
Automatic Stock-Feeder, of which the follow-
ing 1s a specification.

Thls invention relates to devices Wherebv a
supply of feed may be released for deposit in
a manger or other receptacle ata certain pre-
determined time, and has for its object to 1m-
prove the construction and increase the effi-
ciency of devices of this class.

With these and other objects in view, which
will appear as the nature of the invention 1s
better understood. the same consist In certaln
novel features of construction, as hereinafter

fully described and claimed.

In the accompanylng drawings, forming a
part of this specification, and in which corre-
sponding parts are denoted by like designat-
ing characters, i1s illustrated the preferred
form of embodiment of the invention capable
of carrying the same into practical operation,
it being understood that the invention is not
necessarily limited thereto. as various changes
in the shape, proportions, and general assem-
blage of the parts may be Iesorted to without
depm ting from the principle of the invention
oI Sacr 1hc1n0’ any of its advantages.

In the drawings}, Figure1 is a longitudinal
sectional elevation. Fig. 2 1s a transverse
section on the line 2 2 of Fig. 1. FKig. 81sa
detail view of the latch.

The improved device comprises a chamber
10, having a shelf 11 for supporting a clock

mechanism 12, provided with an alarm mech- -

anism or simiiar device arranged to be re-

leased at a certain predetermined time.
(Generally the usual alarm mechanism em-

ployed upon ordinary clocks will be employed

for releasing the teed-supporting means, and

for the purpose of illustration a clock of this
class is shown at 12 upon the shelf 11 and
held in position as by a button 13 and yield-
ing stay members 14, of cork or like material.

The alarm-winding lever is represented at
15, which is reversely rotated when the alarm
mechanism is released, and thus provides the
requisite releasing movement, as hereinafter
described. It is obvious, however, that a

specially - constructed releasing mechanism
may be employed, if preferred.

One or more feed-holding receptacles are
employed in the improved apparatus,and these
are usually arranged adjacent to the chamber |

10 and within the same gener al inclosing cas-
ing 16.

Tor the purpose of illustration two of the
receptacles are shown, as at 17 18, one at each
side of the chamber 10: but any number may
be employed or a single feed-receptacle may
be eaployed, as required.

The feed-receptacles are provided with a
closure member .19 common to them all and
hinged, as at 20, at one side and held in closed
position by a catch 21, operating through an
aperture 22 in the closure member.

The catch member is preferably formed
from a single piece of wire bent into the re-
quired shape and mounted for rotation, as at
23 24, and with a lateral rearwardly-extend-
ing arm 25 and a vertical arm 26. A spring
97 1s connected to the arm 25 for holding the
catch 21 yieldably In engagement with the
closure member 19. The central chamber 10
is provided with a hinged door 28 by which
access 1s had to the interior of the same and
through which the trip-catch may be *‘set.”
The free end of the arm 25 1s connected, asby a
chainorcord29,tothealarm-lever15,asshown,
and when the alarm is released the rotation
of its lever will elevate the lever 25 and with-
draw the catch 21, and thus release the closure

19 and drop the feed supported thereby into .
the receptacles provided to receive them, and

no matter how many of the receptacles may
be employed they will all be emptled at the
same time.

‘The receptacle discharges into chutes 30, by
which the feed is conveyed to suitable mangers
or feed-boxes. (Not shown.)

Hook-shaped bars 32 may be attached to the
rear side of the casing for engaging staples or
similar devices 33 upon a wall 34 or other sta-
tionary structure, and by arranging sets of
these staples at different localities one feed-
releasing device may be employed in different
localities, as will be obvious. The bars 32
may also be extended below the casing 16 and
perforated to receive holding-screws if it is
desired to attach the device permanently.

The device will preferably be constructed
of sheet metal, as represented, and the recep-
tacles 17 18 will preferably be provided with
inclined ribs or funnels 85 36 to assist the dis-
charge of the material.

The.chamber 10 1s lined with non-conduct-
ing material-—such as wool, felt, or the like—
as represented at 37, to deaden the sound of
the alarm, and thus avoid alarming the ani-
mals.
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The device will be found very useful for
tarmers and others who may desire to supply

“animals with feed at a certain predetermined

time, as the mechanism can be set as required
and the feed will be released without further
attention.

The device will also be very useful in livery

and boarding stables and the like and will re-
sult in great saving of time and labor and will
also obvmte dano*er of neo*lect by careless at-
tendants.

Having thus descrlbed the invention, what
is claimed is— - | .

1. An automatic feeding device comprising
a feed-receptacle having a closure hinged at
one side, a rod mounted for rotation and hav-
ing a depending arm terminating in a lateral
lug for bearing beneath the free edge of said
closure, an arm extending laterally from said
rod, a spring connected to said arm and oper-
ating to maintain said lateral lug yieldably en-
gaged with said closure, a mechanism having
an arm adapted for rotation away from said
spring-supported arm at a certain predeter-
mined time, and connecting means between
sald spring-supported arm and said time-con-
trolled arm.

808,262

2. In an automatic stock-feeding device, a
central chamber, feed-receptacles disposed ad-
jacent to sald chamber, a feed-spout disposed
above said chamber and provided with a divid-
ing member between the same and said cham-
ber whereby the supply of material is dis-
tributed uniformly to said receptacles, a clo-
sure hinged at one side and common to all of
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sald receptacles and extending beneath said

chamber, a spring-controlled catch within said
chamber and engaging the free edge of said
closure member, a mechanism disposed within
sald chamberand provided with an arm adapt-
ed for rotation away from said catch at a
certain predetermined time, and connecting
means between said catch and lateral arm,
whereby the arm will be released by the opera-
tion of the lateral arm.

In testimony that I claim the toreo*omg S
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses. -

 ANDREW J. YUENGER.

Witnesses: |
F. N. BErNARDY,
JOHN K. YUERNGER.
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