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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, DANIEL J. FLANNIGAN,
a citizen of the United States, residing in the
city of Minneapolis, county of Hennepin, and
State of Minnesota, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Hitching-Strap
Fasteners, of which the following 1s a speci-
fication.

My invention relates to devices for secur-
ing loops of straps to prevent slipping, and
more particularly to devices for securing the
ends of straps to movable fasteners provided
on the strap-bodies, the object being to pro-
vide means for so connecting theend and body
that the loop may be tightened by tension and
not slip when the tension ceases.

The devices of the improvement consist of
a hollow metal frame through which the strap
passes and is slidable and a spring for press-
ing the strap against the wall of the frame,
the frame having a suitable slot to receive a
hook, and a hook fastened to the end of the
strap to be entered into the frame-slot when
the strap is looped. These devices are illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings, In
which—

Figure 1 shows a side elevation of a post

with a strap provided with my improved fas-

tener secured around it. Fig. 2isan enlarged
top view of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 shows the 1nner
side of the strap and fastening devices as they
appear when the latter are connected to com-
plete and hold the loop. Fig. 4 is a central
sectional view of the frame, showing the strap
and hook in elevation; and Fig. b 1s a view
similar to Fig. 3, except that the two mem-

bers of the fastener are disconnected. .
In the drawings, 1 designates an ordinary

leather hitching-strap, 2 a suitable hook on 1ts
end, and 8 a slidable frame on the body of the

- strap. The so-called *“hook ” 2shown consists |

of a central projecting tongue 4, having at its
outer end lateral projections 5, and 1s con-
nected by an eye 6, or otherwise, to the strap
end. The frame 3 is of metal and consists
of a hoilow body slightly curved lengthwise
and having its rear end open, as at 7, to re-
ceive the strap and an opening 8 near the

 forward end, through which the strapis passed

50

outward. Thisconstruction allows the frame

to be moved freely along the strap, and to
provide suitable frictional contact to prevent
too free movement a spring 9 is secured to

L

| the base p'ortié:m of the frame, near the rear

end, and extends inward and upward in curved
direction to contact with the strap and serves,
in conjunction with the frictional contact of
the strap and frame, to hold the frame in place

on the strap, and thereby to hold the strap in

place and prevent it from slipping downward
on the post.

Near the middle of the frame-baseis a trans-
verse slot 10 to permit the hook, with its lat-
eral lugs, to be easily inserted into the inte-
rior, and from this transverse slot a central
longitudinal slot 11, slightly wider than the
thickness of the tongue 4, is extended toward
the forward end of the frame.. This enables
the hook to be entered and moved toward the
front in the slot and to be locked in place by
the tongue projections. Small lugs 12, pro-
jecting inward from the frame near 1ts front,
tend to hold the hook in its seat, except when
it is lifted to remove 1t.

The operation is probably obvious. In

hitching to a post the frame is moved on the

strap to a suitable point, and the end strap
portion is then passed around the post and the
hook inserted in the frame-slot, after which
the body of the strap should be pulled upon to
tichten the loop. When this has been done,
the friction of the frame and strap will pre-
vent any loosening or slipping of the loop and
the strap will be prevented from sliding down
the post. Inunhitching, the loop can readily
be loosened by hand by pulling the frame to-
ward the body of the strap or pushing the
body of the strap toward the frame; but un-
til this is done it will remain securely in place.

Having described my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
15— -

1. A hitching-strap fastener, comprising a
hollow metal frame having openings in one
end and side for the passage of the strap, an
edge of the latter opening being provided with
an inward flange to bend the strap and afford
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frictional resistance, and openings inthe other

end and side for receiving a hook, a hook at-
tached to the end of the strap and having pro-
jections extending outward from a central
tongue forinsertionin the latter openings, and
a spring arranged to press the strap against
theside of the frame,substantially as set forth.

9. The combination with a hitching-strap,
of a fastener therefor comprising a hollow
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metal frame having openings in one end and | arranged to press the strap against the side
side for the passage of the strap, an edge of | of the frame, substantially as set forth.
the latter opening being provided with an in- Intestimony whereof I have signed my name
ward flange to bend the strap and afford fric- | tothisspecification, in the presence of twosub- 15
5 tional resistance, and openings 1n the other | scribing witnesses, this 25th day of February,

lend and side for receiving a hoolk and having | 1905. - .
ugs projecting inward near the latter end for
holdmn" the hook in place, a hook attached to - DANIEL J. FLANNIGAN.
the end of the strap and having projections Witnesses:

10 extending outward from a central tongue for P. H. GUNCKEL
insertion in the la,tter openings, and a spring H. A. Bowman.
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