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To ol telvony €6 muary concermn:
Be it known that I, JayesT. WisNER

zen of the United States, residing in the city

,aclti- |

|
|
|

of New Yorl, county of New 10111, State of

New York, have Invented a certain new and

useful Moistener and Sealer of Envelops,

Wrappers, &c.; and I do hereby declare the
following to be a tull, clear, and exact deserip-

tion of the invention, such as will enable oth-
ers skilled in the art to which it appertains to
male and use the same.

T'he present invention relates to means for
opening the flapsof envelopsand similar wrap-
pers, moistening the adhesive material there-
on, and sealing such envelop or wrapper.

The object of the invention is to produce a
simple device of this character which may
reaclily be dismembered for the leplacemont
of parts, may be cheaply produced, and is re
liable and effective in operation.

In substance the invention includes juxta-
posed plates, with which a moistening medium
1s assoclated, sald plates being so mounted
that one of the same will have a resilient ac-
tion.

The accompanying drawings illustrate one
embodiment of my invention.

Figure 1 1s a top plan view of the device.
Fig. 2 1s a side elevational view thereof, 1llus-
trating the method of opening the envelop-
flap; and Fig. 3 1s a view similar to Iig. 2,

showing the manner 1n which the adhesive ma-
terial on the em*elop— ap 18 moistened.

In the drawings, 3 represents a suitable
frame upon which plates 1 and 2 are mount-
ed, preferably by means of screws or the like
{ passing through elongated slots 5 in each
plate, whereby the lonc-ltudmal adjustment
of the plates relatively to each othel on the
frame 3 1s made possible.

One of the plates—that designated as 2 in
the drawings and for convemence ot descrip-
t-f'onwtuled to hereinafter asthe " moistener-
plate”’—1s so mounted on the frame 3 as to
have a resilient actlon and by slight pressure
may be eastly depressed below the plane of
the other plate. At the free end of the plate
2 ears 8 are provided, i which a rod 6, car-
rying the moistener 9 and having a thumb-
screw 10 at one end, is removably inserted.
For the purpose of hwlht‘wmg the removal of
the moistener 9 from the ears 8 I provide one
of the latter with a bore and the other with a

7, (shown in dotted lines in Figs. 2 and 3,)
through which the rod 6 may be lifted out.
Resting upon the frame 3 and below the mois-

tener 9 1s a vessel 15, which contains the mois-
tening thud.

The plate 1, which will be desteonated as the
sealing-plate,” is arranged in the pathof the
plate 2 and has, preferably, one edge 16 ex-
tending laterally bevond the frame 3 and its
other end tformed into a flap-defiector, which

b

may advantageously be substantially S-
shaped, although not necessarily so. The

lower edge of the deflector may extend to and
rest upon the frame 3, as shown in Figs. 2
and 3.

Assuming that an envelop 1s to be sealed,
the operation of the invention is as follows:
The operator draws the envelop over edge 16
of plate 1, opening out the flap 13. T.le en-
velop In one continuous operation i1s then
drawn farther back on plate 2 (which is de-
pressed by the welght of the operator’s hand)
and is moved forward in the direction of plate
1, where the flap 13 strikes the convex sur-
face 14 and 1s directed downwardly against
the concave surface 11, at which point the
envelop-flap 1s deflected against the moistener
9 and the adhesive material on the flap comes
Into contact with moistener 9, and is thus mois-
tened. The pressure upon plate 2 being re-
leased, the latter returns to its initial 1‘)osition.;
drawing the envelop upward and causing the
noistener to press against the Hap, and the
envelop 1s then moved forward onto plate 1,
where the flap 1s pressed against the body and
the sealing operation completed.

Having thus described my invention, what
I'eclaim as new, and desire to secure by Lietters
Patent, 15—

1. In adevice of the character described,

the combination of asealing-plate and a mois-
tener - plate, cach longltudumlly acljustable

relatively to the other, and a moisteninge me-
cium associated with said plates, substantially
as clescribed.

2. In a device of the character described,
the combination of a sealing-plate and a resili-

ent moistener - plate carrying a moistening

medium, each said plate being longitudinally
adjustable relatively to the other, substan-
tially as described.

3. In a device of the character described,
the combination of a sealing-plate
with a flap - deflector having a concave and
convex surtface, a moistener-plate, and a mois-
tening medium associated with said plates,
Subbtantml v as deseribed.

4. In a device of the character described,
the combination of a sealing-plate having a
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lateral projection at one end and a defiector
at the opposite end, a moistener-plate 1n jux-

taposition to said sealing-plate and a mois-

tening medium associated with said plates,
substantially as described.

5. In a device of the character described,
the combination of a frame carrying a seal-
ing-plate having a lateral projection at one
end and a deflector at the other end, a resili-
ent moistener - plate provided with a mois-
tening medium below the plane of the seal-
ing-plate, and a fluid vessel resting upon the

frame below the moistening medium substan-

tially as described. . |
6. In a device of the character described,
the combination of a sealing-plate and a resili-
ent moistener - plate, both longitudinally ad-
justable, and a moistening medium assoclated
with said plates, substantially as described.
7. In a device of the character described,
the combination of a sealing-plate having a
ap-deflector and a resilient moistener-plate
associated with said sealing-plate, both said
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plates being longitudinally adjustable, sub-
stantially as described.

8. In a device of the character described,
the combination of a sealing-plate provided
with a depending flap-deflector, and a resili-

ent moistener - plate, both said plates being

longitudinally adjustable, substantially as de-

scribed. -

9. In a device of the character described,
the combination of a longitudinally-adjust-
able sealing-plate having a lateral projection
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at one end, and a deflector provided with a 35

concave and a convex surface at the other end,

a- longitudinally-adjustable moistener-plate, -

and a moistening medium associated with said

plates, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I have fixed my sig- 40

nature 1n presence of two witnesses.

JAMES T. WISNER.

Witnesses:
BeaTrICE K. STEVENS,
D. C. MoXROE.
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