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1o all whowr 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, JaMEes IS. STocKTON, a
citizen of the United States, residing in New
York, borough of Brooklyn, in the State of
New York, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Trusses, of which the fol-
lowing 1s a specification.

This Invention relates to trusses, and more

particularly to trusses of that type which are

supported on the waist and legs of the wearer;
and among the objects of the invention is the
provision of such a truss which 1s supported
in such a manner as to exert an easy yvet firm
pressure on the ruptured part without irritat-
ing the same and without exerting an undue
pressure on the groin.

The invention also aims to provide a t1 1SS -

which may be readily applied to and removed
from the body and which i1s extremely effi-
cient and durable in use; and with these and
other objects and advantages In view the 1n-
vention consists In a truss embodying the
novel features and combinations of parts
which will be fully described hereinafter and
Anally pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, illustrative
of one embodiment of the invention, Figure 1
Is a perspective view of my improved truss;
and Fie. 2 is a horizontal section taken on line
29, Kig. 1

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts throughout the views.

Referring to the drawings, ¢ designates the
waistband of my improved truss, which is
preferably made of soft flannel-like material,
but of suflicient strength to possess the re-
quired degree of durability. To the front ends
of the walstband are attached elastic straps
b Y, the strap & being capable of adjustment
by means of a buckle ¢, which 1s attached to a
doubled-up elastic strap ', counected to one
side of the vielding pad ¢. The buckle  may
be of any approved construction, so as to per-
mit the easy adjustment of the elastic strap
and permit thereby the accurate adjustment of
the pad to the ruptured part. ‘Lhe opposite
side of the vielding pad ¢ is connected to the
lower end of the el.-lsmc strap 0. The elastic
strap « is turther connected by a transverse
strap 7 with a buckle #’ on the waistband ad-
jacent the point of attachment of the strap //,
so as to secure thereby the tight closure ot the
walstband around the waist.

The vielding pad ¢ 1s made tapering at its
lower end and connected with two leg-strapsyg,
which pass below the crotch and around the

legs, said straps being made, like the waist-
band « and vielding pad ¢, of soft material,
which is suitably reinforced, so as to provide
the required degree of durability. The ends
of the leg-straps are each provided with an
elastic end portion or extension-strap g', one
of which is connected to a buckle 7, attached
to the pad ¢, and the other to a buckle ¢° at the
end of a doubled-up elastic strap g°, the other
end of which is attached to the elastic pad e.
To that end of the leg-strap ¢ which is near-
est to the rupture is attached a stiffened pad

A, which serves to take up the strain on the

leg-strap and prevent the friction of the same
with the adjacent portion of the leg and groin,
so thatan easy and comfortable it of the truss-
pad 1s obtained in connection with the adjust-
able connecting-strap ¢°. As the truss-pad
is suspended from the waistband and held in
position onthe ruptured part by the leg-straps,
it is not liable to change its position, and serves
thereby to hold the ruptare back and prevent
it from protruding and exerts a irm yet gen-
tle pressure on the same, so as to permit the
oradual healing of the rupture.

The entire truss is made of soft material
that clings comfortably to the body, (to the
exclusion of leather, metal springs, or hard
pads, which exert an irritating and uncom-
fortable action on the body,) whereby a very
easy and comfortable wearing ot the truss
and a beneficial actlon on the rupture 1s ob-
tained.

In the drawings, a truss for right-hand ruap-
tures is shown, in which the yielding pad is
held somewhat toward the right-hand side
when at the bottom. When aleft-hand truss
is desired, the position of the pad has to be
shifted toward the left-hand side. In this
case the yielding pad 1s attached to the oppo-
site leg-strap.  The strap and buckle connect-
Ing the tront ends of the waistband are also
reversed—that is to say, extend from right
to left instead of from left to right, as shown
in the drawings. Likewise the connection
of the stiffened pad with the waistband 1s
made at the opposite side of the pad.

Having thusdesceribed my invention, I elaim
asnew and desire tosecure by Letters Patent—

1. A truss comprising a waistband, a yield-
ing pad, elastic straps connecting the front
ends of the waistband with the e upper part of
the vielding pad, leg-straps attached to the
lower end of the yielding pad and provided
with elastic end portions, fastening devices
for attaching the elastic end portions of the
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leﬂ‘—stta,ps to the middle portion of the yield-
ing pad, and a pad attached to one ot said leg-
straps.

9. A truss comprlsmﬁ' a waistband, elastic
means for connecting the front ends of the
waistband, a yleldmw pad, elastic straps con-
necting the front ends of the waistband with

- sald yielding pad, leg-straps connected with
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the lower end of the pad and provided with
elastic end portions, means for adjustably at-
taching said elastic end portions to said pad,
and a reinforced holding-pad carried by one

of said leg-straps.

‘3. A truss comprising a waistband, a yield-
ing pad, means connecting said band and pad,
1eg—straps attached at one end to the lower
portion of said pad and provided at their op-
posite ends with elastic portions, a buckle and
an elastic strap aftached to the upper por-
tion of said pad, one leg-strap being attached
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at its elastic end to sald buckle and the other
leg-strap to said elastic strap, and a pad car-
ried by one of said leg-straps.

4. A truss comprising a waistband, a pad,
a strap attached to one end of said waistband,
a doubled strap connecting said first strap Wlth
said pad, means connecting the opposite end

25

of said waistband with said pad, a strap con-

necting said doubled strap with said waist-
band at a point adjacent the last-named end
thereof, and supporting means carried by
sald pad.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed my name in pres-
ence of two subscmbmﬂ' witnesses,

JAMES K. STOCKTON.

Witnesses:
Pavr GorPEL,
HeNRY J. SUHRBIER.
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