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To all whony Tt mMall cConcer:
Re it known that I, RoBerT FERRIS, a c1ti-

sen of Monmouth, in the county of Warren

and State of Illinois, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Bill-Holders, of which
the following is a specification. '

My invention relates to 1mprovements in
devices for holding bills to be used in oflices

“or by collectors, its object being to provide a

device which shall be simple, cheap, and efii-
cient. L |

To these ends my invention consists In cer-
tain novel features of construction, as will be
hereinafter fully described, and pointed out
in the claims. ' |

1In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of the device. Fig. 2 is a vertical longi-
tudinal section. Fig. 3 is a front view show-
ing a double clamp. Fig. 4is a detail per-
spective of the clamp.

In carrying out my invention I use a box
or receiver A of suitable length and width of
any desired material, said box being open at
its upper end. The back A’ of the box or re-
ceiver extends a suitable distance above the

top opening of the box and has a wire or rod

A% across the top edge, said wire serving to
strengthen the back A’ as well as form a piv-
otal point for a clip or clamp. Said clip B 1s
tormed of a strip of metal bent to form the
horizontal straight portion B’ and the down-
wardly-projecting portion B®, which is curled
at its lower end and is designed to bear against
the back A’. The rearend 4 of the horizontal
portion is bent around the wire A”and forms
2 pivot or hinge for the clip. The horizontal
portion of the clip has a slot therein, as shown
in Figs. 1, 2, and 3, said slot /' being formed
by cutting out on three sides the tongue 4°
and then bending said tongue downwardly at
about a right angle to the said horizontal por-
tion of the clip. The free end of the tongue 1s
cut out in such shape as to form a notch 47,
the purpose of which will hereinafter be ex-
plained. ' '
To the face of the extended back A’ is se-
cured at its lower end a spring. wire or rod C,
its upper end extending upwardly through
the slot in the clip bearing against the down-
wardly-bent tongue, thus locking the clip b
against the extended back of the box. The
extreme upper end of the spring-wire 1s bent
or provided with a head ¢, which prevents the
clip from being thrown entirely over by catch-

ing on the tongue % as shown in Kig. 4. Said
spring-wire rests in the notch 4° and is pre-
vented thereby from slipping to either side.
The spring-rod C, bearing against the edge of
% forms a lock for the clip in its raised po-
sitlon. o

As shown in Fig. 3, I may use two clips or
clampsand connect them by a cross-bar. This
form will be found desirable where very long
sheets are used or where the bills are laid on
edge. o

Any suitable arrangement of index-letters
for separating the bills, &c., may be used..
The bill-holders may be made any size desired,
so as to hold various sizes of bills whether
they be placed on long or short ends, and, if
desired, more than one clip or clamp may be
used on a single holder. -

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s— | |

1. A holder for bills, &c., consisting of an
open-top receptacle, an upward extension at
its back, a cross rod or wire at theupper edge

of said extension around which said extension.

is bent a bent plate pivoted to said rod at the
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upper end of said extension, a tongue pro-

jecting from said bent plate, in front of the

pivotal point, a spring rod or wire secured to

the back extension and adapted to bear against
the tongue to lock the bent plate 1 1ts ralsed
or lowered position, and a button or hook at
the upper end of the spring rod or wire to
limit the upward movement of the tongue.

9 A holder for bills, &c., consisting of an
open-top receptacle having its rear wall pro-
jecting upwardly to form an extension, an an-
oular plate pivoted at one end to the upper end
of the extension-back, a tongue struck out
and bent therefrom, a spring rod or wire se-
~ured at its lower end to the extension-back
and adapted to bear against the tongue and
hold the angular plate in its raised or lowered
position, and a projecting head at the upper
end of the rod or wire to limit the upward
movement of the struck-out tongue.

3. A holder for bills, &c., consisting of an
open-top receptacle, having 1its rear wall pro-
jecting upwardly to form an extension, a
spring-clip pivoted to the upper end of said
extension, said clip comprising an angular
plate and a tongue struck out therefrom, the
tr00 end of said tongue being notched or cut
out, a spring rod or wire secured at its lower
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end to the back extension and adapted to bear
against the tongue and hold the angular plate
1n its raised or lowered position, and a pro-
jecting head at the upper end of said rod or
wire to limit the upward movement of the
struck-out tongue, said rod or wire acdapted to
rest within the notched or cut-out end of the

tongue to prevent, lateral displacement of the
rod or wire. |

ROBERT FERRIS.

Witnesses:

D. W. BirpsArLL,
D. E. DoxwLy.
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