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To all whom it H?MLJ CONCEriv:

Be it known that we, Asa Br roN LA\]}O\T |
residing at Canton, in the county of Br adford
“and St&te of Pennsylvania, and Warrex F.
Brck, residing at Elmira, in the county of
Chemung and | State of New York, citizens of -
~ the United States, have invented certain new
~and useful Improvement% in Files, oT w]uch

the following is a specification.

IO -

~QOur invention relates more particularly to

~improvementsin filessuch as are adapted to re-

s

celve and preserve the sales-slips used by mer-

chants in transacting business with their cus-
‘tomers; and the principal object of our 1m-
provements 1s to provide a file of this nature

which shall be especially adapted to be used 1n

combination with sales- slips printed with a
~ form such asisdescribed in the Letters Patent
-~ to Warren F. Beck for forms for sales-slips,

- 20

No

e 'S&id slips may be arranged with each custom-
“er’sslips in a comp‘trtment by themselves in

2c

. alphabetical order and with a certain portion
| of the vutermost slip in each compartment
displayed so as to show certain data thereon,
which at a glance will give to the merchant a
complete statement of tlle COHdltIOﬂ of each

- customer’s account.
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A further object 1s to so arrange the hle

that the compartments will be of a flexible
nature in order that each compartment may
‘receive a number of the slips and to provide
means for retaining the slips within the com-
partment so that they may not become disar-

ranged no matter in what position the file may
be phced while handling it, and our final ob-

Ject 1s to provide a 51111[}1@ ‘and cheaply-con-
structed file for this purpose of a form and
shape suitable for convenient handling and

for placing away within a safe, vault, or other

- place of sate-keeping.

~ case arranged and constructed in the manner.
_1llustra,ted in the accompanying dmwmo's In

“We attain our objects by means ot A hlmu—

whlch_ |
Figure 1. Ieplesents a pl..m view of one leat

of a hlmo-ease embodying our improvements

- with a second leaf hinged thereto at the right-

_5,0

_the same on line |
the pur pese ot 1llustmtmu our inven-

~ band side and shown in longitudinal section,
and Fig. 2 repr esents a transv erse. section ot-_

2 of Fig. 1.
For

~ tion we have shown a filing-case composed of
- two leaveb A A hmoed Lonetheit each leaf

.788.346, dated April 25, 1905, and in which

being in the form of a rectangular tray and

contalning two rows of ten compartments
each, so that the sales-slips for forty custom-
ers may be received and filed therein. It will
be evident, however, _
made of a size to contain a larger number of
compartments and that the compartments
may be made of different sizes to conform
with the size and shape of the sales-slips in
use by any given merchant; also, that the ca-

pacity of the file may be increased by employ-
ing a larger number of leaves, which may be

hmtred or fastened tocrether In any desnable
manner. |

The leaves A A are shallow Iectano'ular
trays formed of wood or other material of
suitable lightness and strength and are hinged
together at points B, so as to form 1in, ef’feet a
booL from which may be read When the
sales-slips are in place the whole history of .

the customer’s accounts as represented by the

slips. Running lono*itudinallv through the
center of each leaf is a channel- -plece (J com-
nosed of sheet metal or other suitable materul

bent into the desired shape, and 1n the longi-
tudinal divisions formed thereby are arranged |

a series of overlapping flexible flaps D, each
flap projecting a short distance beyond the
next overlapping flap and forming a compart-
ment in which may be placed the sales-slips
of any given customer as they are made out
from time to time in the course of business
transactions. = These flaps are preferably cut
from cartridee - paper, although any other

‘material of suitable flexibility may be used,

and they are bent into the shape shown in the
lonmtudmal section of the right-hand leaf in
Blu 1—that is, each flap wﬂl have a short

back strip 1L, by which it is fastened to the
back of the leat and an outwardly-projecting
bend F. which constitutes the bottom of each
compartment and provides for the necessary
capacity of the compartments to receive a
package of the sales-slips. By giving to the
compartments a flat bottom each slip as it is-

forced up as the compartments fill so as to
obstruct the view of the slips in the compart-
ment next above. As the flaps are flexible, a
considerable number of sales-slips may be
placed in each compartment and the flaps will
bend over and lie down closely upon said slips,
so that it will be evident that the compart-

5

that each leaf may be -

€

7

™

placed in a compartment will fall into line
with the underlying slips and will not be



‘ments may contain some more and some less |

of the slips, and yet all will be pressed closely

“together to hold the slips in place when our

securing-rods G are turned down over the
- face of the flaps. . :
- The rods GG are of stif

- corresponding holes formed in the top and
"-_-'.bottom.S_Ides_;of the leaves. _ 1
~ these bails from turning and to press them

~apon the flaps, we provide tlat springs at I,

- fastened at one end J to the back of the leaf
~and left frec at the other end. These springs

“are of sufficient length toallow the bails to be
~thrown over into the channel C and to hold

~ the bails in that position. When the bails
~-are thrown over into the central channel, the

- hiling-compartments are left open and free for
- the insertion or removal of the sales-slips.

pro-
flap 1in
be more readily in-

To facilitate the removal of the slips, we
~vide notches at I{ at the top of each
order that a finger may

 serted beneath the slips to draw them from

- between the flaps. | T
- At Liis a filling-in piece which throws out
‘the back of the upper compartments into line
~with the other compartments, and this piece
~-will be preferably covered with cartridge-pa-
‘per, which is brought down at M to overlap

- the back strip E of the next lower flap.
At N and O are shown sales-slips as they
will appear when in place in the file. and 1t
will be seen that the portions of the slips
which appear above the overlying flaps dis-
close not only the names of the customers, but
~also the dates when the slips were made ont,
-~ the amount of a customer’s account brought
- forward from his next previous slip, the foot-
Ing of the items of the slip, and the total of
‘the said two items, which total is the amount
~then due and payable from the customer. In

- case the customer makes a payment on ac-
- count his slip for that transaction will show -

~a credit, and the amount entered on the slip
~ will be deducted from the amount brought

forward, as shown on the slip O. By this

~arrangement of the f{ile in conjunction with

- the above-described form of sales-slips it will

be seen that we provide not only an effective
~and compact file for the slips, but also a file

by means of which the merchant can utilize

“his sales-slips for the purpose of conducting

his bookkeeping. Kach customer’s account

- will be shown on the portion of the slip which
- s exposed 1n the files and can be read in the

same manner as if it were entered upon a sepa- |

rate book. - It isour intention that only a few
of the slips shall be retained for each cus-
omer In the compartments of this file, the

- ships of earlier date being removed from time

0 time and either destroyed or put away by
hemselves in suitable receptacles for future
~eference. - . —

o - wire bent into the
~ form of hails, hinged to the leaves A at the

~ ponts I by means of outturned projections

- from the ends of the bails, being slipped 1nto

In order to hold

fap.

800,858

~ While we have described a bail as consti-
tuting the securing device for holding the
flaps and slips in place within the files. we do

not confine ourselves to the use of the bails

nor to any particular means of accomplishing

this result, nor do we wish to be limited to

the form of spring which we have illustrated
for holding the bail in place, as it will be ob-
vious to those skilled in the art that other

‘devices and arrangements of springs may be
‘utilized to accomplish the same purpose.
‘Neither do we restrict ourselves to the use of

this tile in connection with sales-slips only, as

| 1t may be used to advantage in filing away
other papers.

Having thus described our improvements,

what we claim as our invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. A file comprising a receptacle contain-

1ng a plurality ot expansible filing-compart-

ments arranged in series, said compartments
being of equal depth and formed by flaps fas-

tened to the back of the receptacle, bent for-

ward at right angles to provide a flat bottom

for the compartments and then bent over to

lie loosely one upon another, each flap in a
series. projecting beyond the next overlying

2. A file comprising a shallow receptacle

containing a plurality of filing-compartments

arranged in series, said compartments being
of equal depth and formed by flaps fastened
to the back of the receptacle and turned over

to lie loosely one upon another, each flap in
a series projecting beyond the next overlying

flap, and partition-strips between the flaps of

‘adjacent series, which, together with the sides
~of the receptacle, form the sides of the com-
partments. -

3. A file comprising a receptacle contain-
ing a plurality of expansible filing-compart-
ments arranged In series, said compartments:
being ot equal depth and formed by flaps fas-

tened at one end to the back of the receptacle

and turned over to lie loosely one upon an-
other, each flap in a series projecting beyvond
the next overlying flap, and means for press-
ing the flaps in cach series upon the contents
~of the compartments without obstructing the

view of that portion of said contents which

projects beyond the flaps.

4. A file comprising a receptacle contain-
ing a plurality of expansible overlying com-

‘partments arranged in series with each com-

partment 1n a series projecting beyond the
next, and a retaining-bar adapted to be laid

over and press upon each series of compart-

ments to hold the contents therein without
obstruction to the view thereof.
- 5. A file comprising a receptacle contain-

ing a plurality of expansible overlying com-

partments arranged in series with each com-
partment In a series projecting beyond the
next, a hinged bail adapted to be thrown over

or away from a series of the compartments,
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| f;m(] a SPring Whel cbv the h‘u] 1S held in elther

- of said positions. -

6. A lile compr 1sin a lec;ept&(,le' contain-
ing a plurality of compartments formed by a

series of overlying flexible flaps projecting
‘one beyond another, a narrow 1‘era1nmcr-ba,r__
adapted to be held across the series of flaps,

- and means for pressing S’le Dbar aO‘amst the

10

"ﬂ&ps

A file comprising a 1'er‘ept‘tcle 'contam-—

ine a plurality of e:qmnslblc overlylng com-
partments arranged in series with a space be-
tween adjacent series, a retaining-bar for each

~series adapted to be swung over into said

| '.-'1.5

space, and a spring w herebv satd bar i held_
~in either open or closed position.
8. A 1le compnsmg a lecept‘wle contam-'

Lb.

3

ing a plurality of overlying compartments ar-

i ranged in series with each compartment in a

series projecting beyond the next, retaining-
bars each ad&pted to be laid over all the com-
partments in a serles, and a spring to exert
pressure upon each bar when in closed DOSi-
tlon

~ In testimony whereof we have afﬁted our
wnatures in presence of two witnesses.

~A. ELTON LANDON.
| | WARREN F. BIECK.
- Witnesses to signature of A. Elton Landon:
| Perer A. Hart,
Wwn. H. STOXER.
Witnesses to signature of Warren I‘ Beck:
AL M. BO\ TER,
- A. H. MARKs.
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