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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, HermaNN (. DITTBEN-

NER, of Minneapolis, Hennepin county, Min-
nesota. have invented certain new and useful

¢ Improvements in Feed Devices for Horizontal

" Band -Resaws, of which the following 1s a
specification. - -
The object of my invention is to provide an
apper feed mechanism for a horizontal resaw

ro which will automatically adjust itself to the

varying thickness of the lumber and will not

have to be raised by the operator when a piece
of lumber of unusual thickness approaches the
SAW. N - ~
1 A further object is to provide an upper feed
mechanism that will hold the lumber in place
on the lower feed device or belt and at the
same time will aid in feeding 1t to the saw.
Further, the invention consists in various
20 constructions and combinations, all as herein-
after described, and particularly pointed out
in the claims. I
In the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a front
25 yview of a horizontal band-resaw with my 1n-
vention applied thereto. Fig. 2 is a vertical
transverse section.
Inthedrawings, 2 and 8 represent the band-
- saw wheels, 4 the saw, and 5 a belt operating
30 over a table 6 beneath the saw and provided
at intervals with plates 7, having upper corru-
oated surfaces that engage the under side of
 the lumber and feed it past the saw. Upon
eachside of the feed-belt are vertical standards
2t or brackets 8, connected at the top by cross-
bars 9. A shaft 10 is mounted in bearings in
the standards 8 and provided at intervals-with
oscillating hangers 11, whose hubs 12 are
loosely mounted on said shaft. Thelower ends
40 of said hangers are provided with disks 13,
upon which sprocket-wheels 15 are centrally
pivoted, the ends of the teeth of the sprockets
being flush substantially with the peripheries
of the disks 13. Xach of the disks is provided
45 with a rod 16, that extends up through one of
the cross-bars 9 and is vertically movable
therein, being limited in its downward move-
ment by the compression-spring 17. Cables
18 lead from the upper ends of the rod 16 to
zo g ring 19, to which an operating cable or rope
90 is attached and by means of which the
attendant can raise or lower all of the disks
and sprocket-wheels simultaneously. Kach
sprocket and disk, however, can be varied 1n
sc its vertical adjustment with respect to the

other by means of its rod 16 and the nuts 21,
provided on the threaded upperend of therod,
between which and the bar 9 the compression-
spring 1s placed. | -
Near the shatt 12 is a second shaft 22, driven 60
by a chain 23 from the machine or any suit-
able source of power and provided with a se-
ries of sprocket-wheels 24, over which chains
o5 pass to the sprockets 15, there being the
same number of sprockets on the shaft 22 as 65
there are mounted on the disks 13. The chains
o5 are provided with spurs or teeth 26, there
being preferably one spur on each link, and

the spurs are slightly hooked, asshown in }ig.

2, to engage the forward end of the lumber 70
and aid in feeding it to the saw. If a plece
of lumber of unusual thickness is delivered to
the feed-belt, the moving chain striking the
forward upper corner of the lumber will rise
automatically and allow the lumber to pass 75
beneath without any attention on the part of
the operator of the machine. FEach chain and
the lower sprocket-wheel therefor will accom-
modate itself to the varying thickness of the
lumber, rising and falling and normally held 8o
by gravity upon the surface of the lumber

to insure its proper teed to the saw.

On the discharge side of the saw I provide
another series of hangers corresponding to
those described, having disks at their lower 85
ends and supported in a shaft 27, and each
disk being provided with a toothed presser-
wheel 28, that projects beyond the periphery
of its disk and bears upon the lumber as it
leaves the saw and holds it in place on the go
teed-belt. These wheels on the dischargeside
of the saw rise and fall with the variation 1n
the thickness of the lumber and are provided
with means similar to that above described to
enable the operator to raise or lower them 95
simultaneously or adjust each one vertically
independent of the other. -

I claim as my invention— |
1. In a horizontal band resawing-machine, -
the combination, with a saw, of a feed mech- 100
anism operating beneath the same, a shaft
above said mechanism, a series of hangers
loosely mounted thereon and having disks at
their lower ends, sprockets mounted on said
disksand having their teeth substantially flush
with the peripheries thereof, a second shaft,
sprockets secured thereon, means for driving
said second shaft, chains connecting the op-
posite sprockets onsaid shatts, and said chains ~
having spurs or teeth that project-beyond the 110

IOS'




1O

20

25

r—m

2.

peripheries of said disks and are adapted to
engage the upper surface of the lumber, sub-

stantially as described.

2. In a horizontal band resawing-machine,
the combination, with a saw, of a feed mech-
anism operating horizontally below the level
of the upper section of the saw to advance the
lumber thereto, and a series of toothed feed-

belts arranged above said mechanism and op-
erating at an angle with respect to the plane
of the same and overhanging the cutting edge
ot the saw and adapted to engage the upper
surface of the lumber and hold it upon said
mechanism and aid in advancing it to the saw,
and said belts being capable of yielding ver-
tically and adjusting themselves automatically
to the varying thickness of the lumber. |
3. In aresawing-machine, the combination,
with a saw, of a horizontal feed device oper-
ating beneath the same, a floating feed-belt
supported above said feed device obliquely
with respect to the plane thereof, said belt be-
Ing provided with teeth which approach the
surface of the lumber on said feed device at
an acute angle and engaging therewith aid in
advancing it to the saw, said belt moving ver-
tically to accommodate itself to the varying
thickness of the lumber, and the angle of ap-
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proach of said belt and teeth to the lumber al-
lowing them to pass over the end of lumber of
unusual thickness as it enters the machine
without any attention on the part of the op-
erator. - |

4. Inaresawing-machine, the combination,
with a saw, of a feed device operating beneath
the same, a series of floating feed-belts sup-
ported above said feed device obliquely with
respect to the plane thereof, said belts being
provided with a series of curved teeth which
approach the surface of the lumber at an acute
angle and engaging therewith aid in advanc-
g 1t to the saw, said belts moving vertically
to accommodate themselves to the varying
thickness of the lumber, and the angle of ap-
proach of said belts and teeth to the lumber
permitting them to automatically adjust them-
selves and pass over the end of lumber of un-
usual thickness, substantially as described and
for the purpose specified. |
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In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 3o

hand this 8th day of October, 1904.

HERMANN G. DITTBENNER.

Witnesses:
Rrcaarp Pavur,
C. MACNAMARA.
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