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To all whony Tt may conceri:

Be it known that I, FREDERICK PETERSEN,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Bal-
timore city, in the State of Maryland, have
invented new and useful Improvements 1in
Hinged Key-Slips for Pianos and Organs, of

_ which the following is a specification.
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This invention relates to hinged key-slips

for pianos and organs; and the obJect thereof

1s to hinge the slip with the plano or organ
body so that when said slip 1s in an upright
position the hinges thereof will be invisible
and when lowered to allow the positioning of
a mechanical playing device with respect to
the instrument, as well as allowing an opera-
tor to have access to certain parts of the in-
strument, said slip when lowered extending
in alateral direction, as well as being r etamed
in such position, thereby acting as a support.

With the foregoing -and other objects 1n
view the invention consists of the novel con-
struction, combkination, and arrangement of
parts hereinafter more smmﬁcallg deserlbed
illustrated in the accompanying drawings, and
particularly pointed out in the claims here-
unto appended. |

In describing the invention 1n detail ret-
erence is had to the accompanying drawings,
which form a part of this specification, and
wherein like reference characters denote cor-
reepondmw parts l;hlomrheut the several
views, and 1n which—

Pwure 1 is a top plan view of a part of a
musical instrument, showing the key-slip in
its lowered position. Fig. 2 1s a section on
the line 2 2 of Fig. 1 with “the key-slip 1n 1ts
upright position; and Fig. 3 is a section on
line 3 3, Fig. 1, with the key-slip 1n 1ts up-
right p081t10n

Retel ring to the drawmws by reference
characters, 1 denotes the su:les of the i1nstru-
ment; 2, the key - blocks; 3, the {ront key-

imme and 4 the key-bottom, havingattached to

its front a face-bar 5, which projects below the
same. Lhe elements just referred to are of
known construction. '
The reference character 6 denotes the key-
slip, which normally is in an upright position
and rests upon the top of the face-bar 5, and

‘when the key-slip is in 1ts lowered position 1t

bears against the outer surface of the bar

Sald bfu‘ 5 acts as an abutment for the key- shp
6, so that when the key-slip 6 is lowered 1t
will be retained in a laterally-extending posi-
tion. Thelower face of the key-slip 6 1s pro-

vided with a covering of any suitable mate- .

‘.

" not injure the front surface of the bar b

position, but, as before stated,

11.«1], as indicated by the reference character
(,s0 that when the key- slip 6 is lowered it will
>e-
curéd to each end of the key-ship 6 at each in-
ner lower.corner thereof is a hinge 8. These
hinges 8 are also secured to a pair of recipro-
catory slides 9, which operate in channels 10,
formed in the key-blocks 2. The slides 9 are
actuated through the medium of the shifting-
bars11l.whicharearranged toextend upwar dlx
through the key- bloe]m 9. suituble elongated
slots 12 being provided tor such purpose. I'he
shifting-bars 11 at their lower ends are secured
to the slides 9 and at their upper ends are
provided with a knob or other enlargement
13, so that the operator can readily ehl’tt the
bals 11 and reciprocate the slides 9. The
slides 9 are of such length that when moved
forwardly to lower the key-slip 6 they pro-
ject to a point slightly past the forward edge
of the door 5, so that there will be no 1m-
pediment offer ed to the lowering of the key-
slip 6. Therefore it will be evident that by
moving the shifting bar or bars 11 forwardly
the key-slip 6 will be lowered, and when the
said baror barsaremoved rearwardly the key-
slip will be returned to an upright position.

In some instances 1t has been found advan-
tageous to provide a latch for retaining the
Lev slip 6 in an upright position and also to
prevent the war ping of said key-slip, and the
lateh 1s fmanued approximately centrally of
the bar 5 and is indicated by the reference
character 14, the eprinw-lateh being operated
by a smmble finger-plece 15, ar mnoed at the
rear of the bar 5. The ]ateh 14 not only as-
sists 1n retaining the key-slip in an upright
1t prevents
the warping of said key-slip 6, and 1f the
key-slip should be slightly warped the latch
14 will hold the key-slip 6 1n 1ts proper posi-
tion, thereby over coming the slight warp. A
bolt-receiving opening 16 is pIOVlded in the
lower face of “the key-slip 6 to receive the bolt
of the lateh. |

It will be evident that from the connecting
of the key-slip 6 to the slides 9 1n a manner
as referred to that when the key-slip 6 1s in
an upright position the hinges thereof will

be invisible and that owing to the providing

of the covering for the lower face of the key-
slip 6 when the key-slip 6 is lowered it will
not injure the front of the instrument 1in any
manner, and, furthermore, when the key-slip
1S in a lowered position it acts as a support
for the operator, as said key-slip 6 when

GOL

70

75

S50

90.

95

100

105

LI1IO




10

20

25

30

35

&

lowered will extend in a lateral direction and

be retained in such position, owing to the bar

5 acting as an abutment and the connecting

of the slip 6 to the slides 9 in the manner as
referred to.

Kach of the key-blocks 2 for the purpose
of ornamentation may be provided with a
slotted escutcheon-plate 17, snitably secured
with 1ts 1esl)ectwe block 2, and the said plates
are 1nterposed between the blocks 2 and the
knobs 13.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Lietters Patent, 1s— |

1. Thecombination with ahey-%lip of a pair

~of reciprocatory slides hinged at their forward

ends. to the key-slip.

2. Thecombination with a key-slip, of a pair

of reciprocatory slides hinged at their forward
end to the key-slip, and means for reciprocat-
ng the slides.

3. Inamusical instrument, the combination
with a pair of key-blocks, a key-slip arranged
forwardly thereof, a key-bottom, reciproca-
tory slides interposed between the key-blocks
and the key-bottom, hinges carried on the for-
ward end of said slides and secured to said
key-slip, and means extending throueh the
key-blocks for shifting said slip.

4. In amusical instrument, the combination

with a pair of key-blocks, a key-slip arranged

forwardly thereof, a key-bottom, reciprocas-
tory slides interposed between the key-blocks
and the key-bottom, hinges carried on the for-
ward end of said slides and secured to said

key-slip, means extending through the key-
blocks tor shifting said slip, a protective cov- |
ering secured to the lower face of the key-slip.
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and a face-bar secured to the front of said key-
bottom and acting as an abutment for said
Le‘;-sllp when the same is lowered.

‘T'he combination with a key-slip, of a pair
ot reciprocatory slides hinged at their forward
encls to the key-slip, and a latch ecngaoing the
said key-slip for retaining it in an upuoht DO-
s1tion.

6. Thecombination withakey-slip, of a pair
of reciprocatory slides hinged at their forward

end to the key-slip, means for reciprocating

the shdes, and a latch engaging said key-slip
for retaining it in an uprie It position.

7. Tn amusical instro ment, the combination
with the key-slip and the key-blocks, of a slid-
able hinged connection between the key-blocks
and the Leg -slip.

8. In a musical instrument, a pair of recip-
rocatory slides, a key-slip, and hinges carried
onthe forwardend of Sclld slides and connected
to the lower inner corners of said key-slip.

9. In a musical instrument, a pair of recip-
rocatory slides, a key-slip, hinges carried on
the forward end of sald slides and connected
to the lower inner corners of said key-slip.
and means for reciprocating the slides.

10. Ina musicalinstrument, a pairof slides,
and a key-slip hinged to the forward end of
sald slides and ac aptul to be suspended there-
from when the slides are moved in one direc-
tion.

Intestimony whereof I'have hereunto setmy

hand in presence of two subscribine witnesses.
FREDERICIK PETERSIEN

Withesses:
Harry M. Ramey,
Grorer M. DinDrMAN.
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