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To all whom it may concern:

3e it known that I, Saxrorp McELorY

Bucravaw,a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Corpus Christi, in the county of Nueces
and State of Texas, have invented a new and
useful Vehlcle-lop Support, of which the fol-
lowing is a spectfication.

This invention relates toan improved vehi-
cle-top support, and has for its object to pro-
vide a simple, inexpensive, and eflicient device
of this character adapted to form a yieldable
support for a buggy-top, and thereby prevent
injury to the back bows when the vehicle-top
is lowered.

A further object of the invention 1s to pro-
vide a bracket having an angular socket for
engagement with the prop-bolt of the vehicle
and upon which the yieldable support is
mounted, and, further, to provide means for
clamping the support in position on the
bracket, said clamp being adjustable longitu-
dinally of the support, to thereby regulate the
tension of the latter.

A still further object is to provide a sup-
port having a pair of spring-arms the ends
of which are bent to form a tapering hook or
loop adapted to recelive a cushioning pad or
saddle, sald pad being retained in position by
means of a single rivet, which passes through
the pad and engages the hook at the juncture
of its converging side walls, thereby prevent-
ing both longitucdinal and lateral displace-
ment of the pad.

To these encls the invention consists in the
construction and novel combination of parts
hereinafter tully described, illustrated in the
accompanyinge drawings, and pointed out in
the claims hereto appended, it being under-
stood that various changes in form, propor-
tion, and minor detalls of construction may
be resorted to mthout departing from the
principle or sacrificing any ot the ‘Ldmntaoes
of the Invention. :

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, Ifigure 1 1s a per-
spective view of a portion of a buggy-top,
showing my improved support applied there-
to. Fig. 2is a detall perspective view of the
bracket and yieldable support detached. Fig.
3 1s a transverse sectional view of FKip. &

iy

showing the pad or saddle 1n position and the

bracket on the prop-bolt. Fig. 4 1s a bottom
plan view of a portion of the tapering hook
or loop and saddle.

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-

responding parts in all the figures of the
drawings.

The numeral 5 designates the vehicle-body,
and 6 the top-bows pivotally mounted on the

“bodvasshown at 7,and supported by the usual

hinged brace 8, the latter being pivoted at
the top to the central bows and at the bottom
to a prop-bolt 9, extending laterally from the
vehicle-body, as shown. The prop-bolt 9 is
square 1n cross-section and provided with a
reduced threaded extension adapted to receive
a clamping-nut 10. Detachably mounted on
the bolt 9 1s a supporting-bracket 11, the
body portion 12 of which is provided with a
squared socket 13 for the reception of the
bolt 9. said bracket being clamped in position
on the latter by engagement with the nut 10.

The bracket 11, which may be cast or other-

wise formed of metal or other suitable ma-

terial, is provided with a lateral enlargement
13,
bracket and terminates in a reduced cylin-
drical extension 14.
adjacent the enlargement is cut away to form
oppositely-disposed seating-flanges 15, defin-
ing a pair of spaced vertical shoulders 16,
adapted to bear against the longitudinal arm
17 of the yieldable support.

The support is preferably formed of a
single length of spring- wire, the opposite
end‘s of which are bens to tmm terminal eyes
18, which merge into the longitudinal arm 17,
the wire being then bent downwardly and
forwardly, as indicated at 19, and thence up-
wardly and rearwardly to form a pair of
spring-arms 20, the latter terminating in a
forwardly -extending tapering hoolt or loop
21, adapted to support the pad or saddle 22.

The pad or saddle 22 may be formed of
leather, rubber, or other suitable material
and rests on the top of the spring-arms 20,
being adapted to receive and support the
back bow of the carriage-top when the same
1s lowered. The pad or saddle 22 1s pro-

vided with a transverse opening 23, defining

a pocket 24 for the reception of the hook or
loop 21, said pad being locked in position on
the spring-arms of the support by means of
a single rivet or similar fastening device 25,

which passes through said pad and engages
the hook at the juncture of 1ts converging
side walls, as clearly shown in Fig. 4, there-

by preventing both longitudinal and lateral

displacement of said pad or saddle.
The yieldable support is secured to the

which extends across the top of the

The top of the bracket
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bracket 12 by a pin or bolt 25, which passes
through an opening in the enlargement 13’
and engages the terminal eyes ot the sup-

port, as shown.
Attenition 1s here dlrected to the fact that

the longitudinal arms 17 of the support rest
on the Seating-ﬂanges 15 and are properly
spaced apart by engagement with the vertical
shoulders 16 of the bracket 11. As a means
for retaining the longitudinal arms 19 1n en-
gagement with the vertical shoulders 16 and
also for regulating the tension of the spring-
arms 20 I provide a clamping member 26, the
latter being mounted for longitudinal move-
ment on the eylindrical extension 14.

The clamping member 26 is preferably
formed in two sectlons, one of which 1s
curved to conform to the shape of the exfen-
sion 14 and 1s provided with a central open-
ing 27 and oppositely -disposed upwardly-
curved ears adapted to receive the arms 17,
while the mating member or section i1s pro-
vided with a central recess or socket 28 and
laterally - extending lugs 29, which pass
through the opening 27 and also engage the
arms 17 as shown.

Commumcatlnﬂ' with the socket 28 1is an
opening in which is threaded a clamping bolt
or screw 30, the threaded end of which en-
gages the extension 14, so that by tightening
said bolt the two sections of the clamp will
engage the arms 19 of the support and effec-

tually prevent accidental displacement of the

latter. By releasing the bolt 30 and adjust-
ing the clamping member 26 longitudinally
of the cylindrical extension the tension of the
spring-arms of the support may be regulated
at will, thereby materially increasing the
scope and utility of the invention.

From the foregoing description i1t will be
seen that I have provided a desirable and ef-

clining vehicle-top and one which 1s adapted
to absorb any jar incidental to the sudden de-
scent of the top when it 1s rocked into a re-
clining position.

Havmcr thus described the invention, what
1S clalmed 15—

1. A device of the class described com-
prising a bracket, a yieldable support carried
by the bracket :zmd consisting of a pair of
spring-arms terminating in a pad-supporting
loop, and means for regulating the tension of
said spring-arms.

9. A device of the class described com-

prising a bracket, a yieldable support secured

to the bracket and consisting of a pair of
spring-arms terminating in a pad-supporting
loop, and a clamp carried by the bracket and

adjustable longitudinally of the latter for |

regulating the tension of said spring-arms.
3. A device of the class described com-
prising a bracket provided with a rectangu-

lar socket for engagement with the prop-bolt

in a pad -

ficient saddle or rest for the support of a re-
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of a vehicle, an extension projecting laterally
from one side of the bracket, a yieldable sup-
port carried by said bracket and consisting
of a pair of spaced spring-arms terminating

ter in position on the bracket.

4. A device of the class described com-
prising a bracket having a rectangular socket
formed therein for engagement with the prop-

bolt of a vehicle and provided with oppo-
sitely-disposed shoulders, a yieldable support
consisting of a palr of spring-arms terminat-
ing in a pad-eupportmﬂ' loop, and a clamping
member for locking said arms in engagement
with the shoulders of the bracket.

5. A device of the class described com-
prising a bracket having a rectangular socket

for engagement with the prop-bolt of a ve-

hicle, a yieldable support secured to the
bracket and having a pair of spring-arms ter-
minating in a pad-supporting loop, a pad en-
oaging said loop, and means for clamping
the support to the bracket, sald means serving
to regulate the tension of the spring-arms.

6. A device of the class described com-

prising a pair of spring-arms terminating in

a tapering pad-supportmﬂ' loop, a pad resting
on said spring-arms and provided with a
pocket for the reception of the latter, means
for regulating the tension of the spring-arms,

and a fastening means passing through the

pad and loop and engaging the end and con-
verging side walls of the loop to thereby pre-
vent longitudinal and lateral dlsplacement of
said pad.

7. A device of the class described com-
prising a bracket provided with a lateral en-
largement defining a pair of spaced vertical
shoulders and having a rectangular socket
formed therein for the receptionof the prop-

supporting loop, and a clamping
‘member mounted on said extension and en-
‘gaging the spring-arms for retaining the lat-
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bolt of a vehicle, a yieldable support formed

of a single piece of wire the ends of which.

are secured to said enlargement and extended

rearwardly and parallel with the spaced

shoulders, the ends of said wire terminating
in a palr of spring-arms adapted to support a
pad, and means carried by the bracket for
clamping the fixed ends of the wires in en-
oaoement with said shoulders.

8 A device of the class described com-
prising a bracket provided with a lateral ex-
tension and having a socket formed therein
adapted to receive the prop-bolt of a vehicle-
body, a yieldable support carried by the
bracket, and a clamping member mounted on
said extension and adapted to engage the sup-
port, said clamping member being formed in
two sections one of which is provided with an
opening and oppositely-disposed ears for‘the
reception of the support and the mating sec-

tion with laterally-disposed lugs adapted to
pass through said opening and also engage
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the support, and a clamping - screw carried

by said mating section for engagement with

the extension.

9. A device of the class described com-
prising a bracket provided with a central en-
largement defining oppositely-disposed seat-
ing-flanges and having a rectangular opening
formed therein adapted to receive the prop-
bolt of a vehicle, a yieldable support secured

10 tosald enlargement and engaging the seating-

flanges, and a clamping member carried by
the bracket for retaining the support in en-
gagement with said flanges.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

my own 1 have hereto aflixed my signature in 13

the presence of two witnesses.
SANFORD McELORY BUCHANAN,
Witnesses:
B. L. CroucH,
J. G. JONES.
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