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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, JamEes L. WHINERY, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Mar-
shalltown, in the county of Marshall and State
of Towa, have invented a new and useful Muz-
sle-Protector, of which the following is a speci-
fication. |

This invention relates to muzzle-protectors,
and has for its object improvements in devices
adapted to be inserted into a oun-muzzle to
center the cleaning-rod, and thus obviate any
injury to the rifling of the oun-barrel result-
ing from the friction of the cleaning-rod there-
a.0a1nst. |

For clearness of illustration the device 1s
shown in connection with an ordinary clean-
ing-rod, although it is understood that I do

not limit myself to the particular type of rod

shown. as the device is equally well adapted
to be used in connection with any cleaning-
rod of ordinary construction whether said
rod be of wood or metal and plain, or provided
with spirals or cleaning-brushes.

In the appended drawings, as above stated,
Figure 1 shows a perspective view ot the de-
vice attached to a cleaning-rod. Fig. 2 shows
an enlarged view of the device inserted Into
the muzzle of a gun and having a cleaning-
rod in place therein, the device and gun-muz-
zle being shown in section. Fig. 3 is a per-
spective view of the device with the cleaning-
rod removed therefrom. |

Referring in detail to said drawings, the
device, which may be made of thinsheet metal
or other suitable material, consists of a tube
1 and a plate 2, said plate being preferably
circular in form, as shown, and of a diameter
approximately equal to thatof the oun-barrel,
while the diameter of the tube is slightly less
than that of the bore of the gun. In the
present instance the tube 1 and plate 2 are
formed intecral, the. metal comprising said
tube being drawn out from that comprising
the plate, although this 1s not essential to my

construction, as the two parts may be sepa-
rately formed and united by solder or by any |

other preferred means. The tube 1s pretfer-

ably incased in a jacket or covering of rub-

ber, felt, or other soft yieldable material 9,
so as to prevent the walls of said. tube from
coming in contact with the bore of the gun
and scratching or otherwise mutilating the
same.
slotted, as at 3, and the spring-jaws 4 4,
formed thereby, are bent slightly inward,

as at 5, so as to act as clamps and prevent the |

‘spring clamping action.

The end of the tube is preferably

nrotector from slipping off the rod 6. To
further this construction, the rod 6 1s slightly
cut away at its lower end at 7 to form a shoul-
der 8, extending entirely around said rod, the
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jaws 4 of the tube contracting when reaching

the reduced portion of the rod, owing to their
This peculiar con-
struction of the rod 6, however, is by no means

essential, as my protector is adapted to be

used with any type of cleaner-rod, as hereinbe-

fore stated, owing to the formation of the Jjaws
4. which, as stated, have sufficient clamping
action to prevent the device from slipping off
the rod. The cleaning-rod is thus accurately
centered within the gun-barrel, due to the
clamping action of the jaws 4, and all danger

to the rifling prevented, owing to the move-
“ment of the rod in an absolutely straight line

and out of contact with said rifiing.

Tn use the cleaning-cloth is placed on the
end of the rod and pushed down two or three
inches into the gun-barrel and the device then
inserted in the muzzle. The rod 1s then in-
serted through the tube of the device and
owing to the spring-jaws thereon is accurately
centered, so as to advance and retreat n 4
perfectly straight line. It is understood, of
course, that the plate 2 rests against the muz-
zle of the gun to prevent any movement of
the device when in place therein.

The device. which may be used 1n connec-
tion with guns, revolvers, and firearms of all
kinds, is susceptible of slight modifications
and changes within the scope of the invention,
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and T therefore do not intend to limit myself
to the details shown and described. ' '

Having thus described the invention, what

is claimed 15—

1. A protector for firearms comprising a
centering-tube adapted to be inserted in the
muzzle of the firearm, and a yieldable jacket
surrounding sald tube. |

9. A protector for firearms comprising a
tube of uniform width adapted to be inserted
in the muzzle of the firearm, means carried
by the tube for centering a cleaning-rod, and
a yieldable jacket surrounding said tube.

2 A device of the kind specified compris-
ing a plate having a centering -tube secured
thereto and adapted to be inserted into a gun-
muzzle, said tube being provided with termi-
nal spring clamping-jaws.

4. A device of the kind specified compris-
ing a plate having a tube secured thereto and
adapted to be inserted into a gun -muzzle,
there being a slot in the free end of said tube
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defining a pair of spring-jaws the ends of

which are bent inwardly to form terminal

“clamps.

5. A device of the kind specified compris-
ing a metallic plate and tube stamped from a
single piece of sheet metal, said tube being
adapted to be inserted into a gun-muzzle with
the plate bearing against the end of the lat-
ter, there being a slot in the free end of the

tube defining a ‘[JHJI‘ of terminal spring clamp- 10
INng-jaws. -- |

In testimony that I clalm the foregoing as
my own I have hereto atixed my-signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

JAMES L. WHINERY.
Witnesses:

S. M. Gause,
T. P. MARrs. —
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