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To all whom it muary conecern:

Be it known that I, Steruex T. SyrTH, a
citizen of the United States, residing in the
borough ot Manhattan, city of New York, in
the county of New York and State of New
York, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Type-Writing Machines, of
which the following is a specification. .

This invention relates to means for facilitat-
Ing the mastery of *" touch-writing ” or ** writ-
1ng by touch” upon a type-writing machine—
that is, the art of operating a type-writer key-
board without looking at the keys. While
this art is of decided advantage to the opera-
tor, 1t 1s difficult to acqnire, owing largely to
the uncontrollable habit of the eyes of glanc-
ing at the keys during their operation by the
fingers. It has been proposed to use *“blank ™

keys 1n place of the usual character-bearing

keys; but this is found not to overcome the
cdifficulty, since the eyes still occupy them-
selves by looking at the keyboard and con-
tinie to aid the fingers to a great extent in
locating the keys, whereas the desideratum
in touch-writing is to educate the fingers to
locate the keys unaided by the eyes, thus per-
mitting the operator to study his notes with-
out interruption while manipulating the key-
board.

The object of my invention is to provide

means tor preventing the eyes from studying

the keyboard; and to this end I have con-
trived to interpose an opaque or other screen
between the keyboard and the eyes of the oper-
ator 1n such a manner as not to interfere with
the necessary movements of the hands over
the keyboard. This screen may be readily re-
moved tfrom the keyboard when not wanted,
being preferably constructed so as to permit
of 1ts ready detachment from the machine and
attachment thereto, as required.

In the accompanying drawings, Ficure 1 is
a perspective view of a screen made in accord-
ance with my invention and attached to the
framework (shown in dotted lines) of an Un-
derwood type-writing machine. Figo. 2 shows
a type-writer keyboard marked upon the face
of the screen.

The screen comprises aforwardly and down-
wardly sloping plate 1, preferably havinge
along its lower edge a ledge 2 and supported
above the keyboard 3 of the machine by means
of a pairof brackets4 4, of plate orsheet metal,
each bracket comprising a rearswardly-extend-
ing hook 5 to catch upon the rear edge of a
horizontal cap-plate 6, usually provided in the
Underwood machine between the front corner
posts or standards 7 and a downwardly-ex-
tending arm 8, bent laterally at its lower end,
as at 9, to receive a rubber band 10, the latter
forming a cushion which rests against the
front vertical plate or wall of the machine,
which usually extends across from one stand-
ard 7 to the other. The screen rests suthi-
ciently high above the keyvboard to permit an
ample range of movement of the hands and
18 sufliciently forward to screen the keys from
the eves of the operator. By means of the
hooks 5 the screen may be instantly attached
and of course may be readily detached.

By means of this invention any type-writ-
Ing machine without changing the keys may
be usec for practicing touch-writing by sim-
ply attaching the screen thereto, and when-
ever desired the screen may be removed, so as
to enable the machine to be used by another
operator in the ordinary way. The screen is
not only simple and etfective, but may be pro-
duced at merely nominal cost.

Asseen at e, 2, I prefer to mark upon the
upper surface of the screen a representation
11 of a type-writer keyboard, the keys hav-
ing their natural sizes and positions, thus fur-
nishing an aid to the operator, who is studying

out the keyboard with his ingers beneath the

screen. -

Variations may be resorted to within the
scope of the invention.

Having thus described my invention, 1
claim—

1. A type-writer-keyboard sereen compris-
ing a plate having at each end a rearwardly-
extending hook and a rest extending down-
wardly from said plate.

2. A type-writer-keyboard screen compris-

1ng a screen-plate and a pair of supporting-
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plates secured to the ends thereof, each sup-
porting-plate having a rearwardly-extending
hook and a downwardly-extending rest-arm
whoselower end is bent laterally and isadapted
to receive a cushioning-band. |

3. A forwardly and downwardly sloping
keyboard screen-plate having an upturned
copy-holding ledge along 1ts lower edge and

provided upon its under side with a pair ot

supports whereby it may be attached to the 10

framework of a type-writing machine.
4. A type-writer-keyboard screen having
thereon a representation of the keyboard of a

type-writing machine. -

STEPHEN T. SMITH.

Witnesses: ' -
M. S. EYLAR,

B. C. STICKNEY.
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