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To «ll whonm it maiy concern:

Beit knownthat I, CrixToN K. CASE, a citi-
zen of the United States of America, residing
at Brookville, in the county of anhlm and
State of Indnn%, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Map-Cases, of
which the following is such a full, clear, and
exact description as will enable others skilled
inthe art to which 1t appertains to make and
use the same, reterence being had to the accom-
panying drawings, forming a part hereot.

This invention relates to improvements in
map-cases; and 1ts object 1s to provide means
whereby a large number of maps may be ar-
ranged compactly in a small space, any map
may be inspected without requiring any other
map to be handled, and acdditional maps hung
without disturbing those already in position or
using a ereat amount of wall-space. This ob-
ject 1s attained by the use of the device illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings; and the
invention consists In certaln novel features
of the same,as will be hereinafter first fully de-
scribed and then particularly pomted out 1n
the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a map-case embodying the invention,
one of the maps being shown partly drawn
out as though forinspection. Fig. 21sa plan
view of the same with the top removed and
the supporting - bracket shown in section.
Flg. 3 1s a transverse section. Fig. 4 1s an
elevation of the end of one of the sections
looking at the inner side of the same and show-
ing a modified construction. Fig. 5 is a de-
tail section showing the manner of securing
the beading or molding on the outer free end
of the map, and Fig. 6 1s a front elevation of
the case partly blohen AWay :-.md with the

maps removed.

In carrying out my invention I provide a
supporting-bracket 1, which is shown in the
present Instance in the form of a vertical
tongue or strip secured to the wall of a room.
1t will be understood, of course, that 1t may
be part of a post or standard set up anywhere
in the room. The vertical side ecdges of this
supporting-bracket are beveled so as to con-
verge toward the wall, as at 2, thereby form-
ing with the wall a dovetailed recess which
will coact with similar formations in the case
and constitute a rigid support for the same.

‘below the end

The case 1s made in sections, and the lower-

most section or base 3 is provided in its baclk

with a recess4, adapted to engage the lower
end of the supporting-bracket. The said sec-
tion 1s also held against droppinge from the
bracket in any desired manner, the means
shown in the drawings being a serew or simi-
lar fastening &, inserted through the depend-
ing flange 6 of the base and the lower end of
the bracket or tongue. Thisdepending flange
6 1s a continuation of the bacl or rear side of
the base and serves as a necat finish to the
map-case and also protects the wall-paper.
Were this protectine depending portion of the
back not provided, the hands would come into
contact with the wall when grasping the map
close thereto and would guickly soil the same.
The back of the base hasitsupperedgeslightly
s of the base, asshownat7, and
the front wall of the base is extended slightly
upward above the ends, the front and bottom
of the base being preferably merged in a
curve, so as to present a more pleasing appear-
ance than would be the case with a sharp an-
gularcorner. The upwardly-projecting edge
of the base has its front face made convex, So
as to present a round surface for the map
1n a superposed section to run over, as shown
at 8, while in the mner face of the said pro-
jecting edge 1s formed a concave groove 9
to permit the said edge to fit around a map
gulding or supporting roller in the said super-
posed section.

walls of the base, and in these brackets or
bearing-plates I mountspring-rollers 11, upon
which maps are wound and secured. The
free ends of the maps extend through slots
12 in the bottom ot the case, and beads or
moldings 13 are secured -to the extremities
of the same. 'The bead 1s preferably in the
form of a rod having a section removed, the
edge of the map being placed in the angular
recess tormed by removing the section 14 and

secured by replacing thesaid section and then

inserting small fastenings through the said
section and the map edee into the larger sec-
tion. The edge of the map will thus be held
firmly between two sets of clamping-faces and
will be maintained in a smooth condition with-
out any liability to tear out. A small ring
or other handle 15 may be secured to the bead

Bearing-plates or brackets
10 are secured to the inner sides of the end
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to facilitate the drawing out of the map; but | edges of the side walls 1 secure additional

‘this handle is not necessary and may be dis-

pensed with, if preferred. |
In practice two maps will be mounted 1n
the base-section and ordinarily that number

will be found to be all that can be accommo-
dated without making the base bulky. When-

two maps are all that are required for the
user’s purposes, a top 16 will be fitted thereon;
but when a larger number of maps are needed

additional sections 17 are superposed on the
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base and any number of these sections may
be used. Furthermore, they may be added
at intervals and in such numbers as the de-
veloping needs of the office or reference room
may demand. The top has its back wall car-

ried slightly downward below its side walls,

as shown at 18, so as to rest on the upper
edge of the back wall of the base or the next
section between the side walls of the said sec-
tion or base, thereby serving as a lock or joint
to hold the parts together. The back wall of
the top is also formed with a dovetailed re-
cess 19, adapted to engage the supporting
bracket or tongue. The front wall of the top

terminates slightly above the lower edges of

its end walls and is provided with a concave
ogroove 20 in its under inner face to recelve
the upwardly-projecting edge of the front
wall of the base or the interposed section.
The side walls of the top, it will be readily
seen, are by the arrangement and construc-
tion described brought against the ends of the
front wall of the base or subjacent section
while the ends of the rear wall of the top are
brought against the side walls of the base or
subjacent section. The several sections are
thus maintained in perfect registry, and this
result is further provided for by the support-
ing tongue or bracket engaging the central
dovetailed recess 19 in the rear wall of all the
sections. The intermediate sections will be
duplicates in their construction and may be
used interchangeably The rear wall 22 of
each section is arranged with its upper edge
slightly below the upper edges of the side
walls and its lower edge the same distance be-
low the lower edges of the side walls. The

front wall 23 is likewise arranged with its

50

535

60

upper edge slightly above the upper edges of

the side walls and its lower edge the same dis-
tance above the loweredges of the side walls,
so that the sides of one section will engage
the front and rear walls of the adjacent sec-
tions and hold the several sections together.
The front wall of each intermediate section
is provided with the horizontal slots 24,
through which the maps may be drawn out
for inspection. On the inner sides of the end

walls of each intermediate section 1 secure

brackets or bearing-plates 25, similar to the

bearing -plates 10, in which are mounted
Near the front |

spring-rollers carrying maps.

hrackets or bearing-plates 26, having notches
97 to receive the trunnions of the map-sup-
porting rollers 28. These rollers 28 are ar-
ranged just inside the section close to the
slots 24, so as to support the maps and pre-

~vent binding or tearing in the slot, due to a

tendency to sag within the case. The lower-
most slot 24 in each section, it will be noticed,

is formed by the edges of the front walls of

the two adjacent sections, and tor this reason
the upper edge of the front wall of each sec-
tion and the baseis made convex at 1ts upper

edge. . .
Should the maps be very heavy, and conse-

quently create excessive friction on the front
walls of the sections, the brackets 26 may be
set so as to project slightly above the end
walls of the sections, as shown at Fig. 4, and
the strips 23, constituting the front walls, dis-
pensed with, the projecting ends of the brack-
ets engaging the sections above and below to
form lock-joints, just as the front walls do
when present. g

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 15—

1. A map-case comprising a retaining-
bracket, a series of map-carrying sections
having their rear walls engaging said bracket,
each section except the lowermost resting upon
and supported by the section immediately be-

low it and means for securing the lowermost
sectlon. | |
9. A map-case comprising a supporting-

bracket having beveled edges, a series of map-
carrying sections provided on their backs
with dovetailed recesses adapted to engage
said beveled edges, and means for securing
the lowermost section. |

75

30

g0

95

100

3. A map-case comprising a series of super-

posed sections, each section having its front
wall fitting between the end walls of the next
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section above and its rear wall fitting between -

the end walls of the next section below.
4. A map-case comprising a series of super-
posed sections each having its front wall fit-

ting between the end walls of the next sec-

tion above, the front face of said front wall
presenting a convex surface and the inner
face of the same presenting a concave groove.

5. A map-case comprising a series of super-
posed sections, the front wall of each section
projecting up between the end walls of the

11O .
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next section above and terminating short of

and out of contact with the lower edge of the
front wall of said upper section. |

6. In a map-case, the combination of two
sections, one resting on the other, map-carry-
ing rollers within the sections, and support-
ing-rollers within the upper section near the
front of the same, the lower section having
its front wall projecting up near the lower
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supporting - roller and provided with a con- | In testimony whereof 1 have signed this

cave groove 1n its inner face. specification in the presence of two subserib-
7. In a map-case, the combination of two | ing witnesses.

sections, one superposed on the other, the end CLINTON E. CASKE.

walls of the lower section projecting above Witnesses:

the lower edge of the back wall of the upper JOHN (. SHIRK,

section. | | Harry B. Sarrn.
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