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No. 798,869.

Specification of Letters Patent.
Application filed February 20, 1905, Serial No. 246,511,

Patented Sept. 5, 1905.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Jorx BRANDT, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Chicago, 1n
the county of Cook and State of Illinois, have

g invented a certain new and useful Improve-
ment in Stringed Musical Instruments, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to stringed musical

instruments, more especially of the class to

ro which violins and mandolins belong.

My invention is here shown to be embodied -

in an instrument which has the body of a
violin and a neck provided with frets, such as
those employed in a mandolin, and the instru-

15 ment is adapted to be strung double, after the
manner of mandolin stringing.

The object of the invention is to provide an
‘instrument - top which is arched or bellied
without the necessity of carving the wood to

zo such an extent as is commonly required.

I attain my object in the manner illustrated
1n the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the in-
strument, showing the finger-rest in position.

25 Kig. 2 1s a view of the imner face of the top
of the instrument. Fig. 3 1s a transverse
sectional view of the top of the instrument,
taken on the line 3 3, Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is an
end view of the instrument, showing the tail-

30 piece. Kig. 5 is a sectional view of the end
portion of the instrument, taken on line 5 5,
Fig. 4. Iig. 6 is a sectional view of the end
por tion of the instrument, taken on line 6 6,
Fig. 4.

35 Similar letters refer tosimilar par ts throuﬂ h-
out the several views. |

The body of the instrument here. iHustrated
is shaped practically like a violin, having the
top piece @, back b, and walls ¢, which have

40 bouts or indentations ¢ and are otherwise
curved so as to form the sides and ends of
the instrument in the usual manner. The
only variation from the standard violin con-
ficuration is at point ¢ on the right side of the

45 1nstrument, near the point where the neck o
joins the body. At this pointitis desirable to
form an indentation for the purpose of per-
mitting the left hand of the performer to
reach the higher frets.

50  The top of the instrument 1s not bellied or
arched by being carved from a thick sheet of
wood, but by employing a plurality of pieces
of wood whose edges are oppositely curved,
as indicated in dotted lines, Fig. 2. In the

“all portions.

preferred form which is here shown two pieces 55
only are employed, and these are glued 130-
oether edge to edge along the center line ¢

7. The pieces thus forming the top of the
instrument may be of uniform thickness at
The cleats ¢’, which are located 6o
on opposite sides of the sound-hole ¢, are
olued to the under side of top « to serve as a
bond between the two parts thereof to hold
them together with a torece additional to the
force of the glue on the edges of the said 65
parts. By this construction a very strong
and durable top 1s produced which will not
yvield under the pressure of the bridge nor
tend to come apart when the glue 1s old.
These cleats ¢° are not braces in the sense 70
usually employed in connection with musical
instruments of this class, for they do not rest
upon the instrument sides nor even approach- - .-
thereto. They are short—for example, about
two inches 1n length in an instrument the 75
size of an ordinary violin—and consequently

do not deaden the vibration of the instrument-

front, as heavier and longer pieces would do.

They do, however, render the instrument
more stanch, as they prevent the parts of 8c
the instrument-front from bending or " work-
ing'” at the central joint, which would tend to
Weaken the glue at that point.

The neck of the instrument is preferably
provided with frets ', arranged as in a man- 85

dolin, and the strings ¢ may be double—that

is to say, arranged in pailrs, two strings to
each pitech. The strings are attached to the
head of the instrument by any suitable
means—for example, the means shown in the go
patent issued to me November 11, 1902, No.
713,390.

At the tail of the mstrument the strings are
attached, pr eferably by means of loops to
the pins £, which penectrate the ends of the 95
instrument and enter the pin-block ¢, prefer-
ably at a point near the back 4 of the mstru-
ment. A wooden tallpiece / 1s permanently
secured to the wall of the 1nstrument at the
tail thereof and has a chamber A’ extending
from top to bottom for receiving and cover-
ing those portions of the strings ¢ which lie

100

between pins #and the top of the instrument.

In forming loops in wire strings for attach-
ment to the string-pins in this class of musical
instruments the ends of the string usually
project more or less and have a tendency to
catch in the coat-sleeve of the performer un-

10§




10

15

20

2

less guarded in some manner, and with my
construction, wherein the pins are located in

the end ot the instrument near the back there-
of, the coat-sleeve is thoroughly protected
both from the pins themselves and from the
loose ends of the wires. This construction
also 1improves the appearance of the instru-
ment and the ends of the wires are practically
hidden from view.

In order to support the hand of the player,
a finger-rest - may be provided, adapted to
be attached to the instrument-body by any
sultable means.

Although I have shown and described an
instrument having a body resembling that of a
violin, the configuration of the body is imima-
terial, and it i1s obvious my invention may
with equal advantage be employed in connec-
tion with ordinary deep-bodied mandolins.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, 1s—

1. A hollow-bodied stringed musical instru-
ment having a wooden top, arched by the
joining of a piurality of pieces edge to edge,
the edges of the pieces being normally curved
In opposite directions before jointure.

2. A hollow-bodied stringed musical instru- -

ment having a top formed of two compara-
tively thin pieces of wood joined along a

798,869

center line running lengthwise of the instru-
ment, the joined edges of said pieces curving
In opposite directions hefore jointure.

3. A hollow-bodied stringed musical instru-
ment having a top formed of two compara-
tively thin pieces of wood joined along a
center line running lengthwise of the instru-
ment, the joined edges of said pieces curving
1n opposite directions before jointure; in com-
bination with cleats crossing said center line
and fastened to the rear side of said instru-

ment-top for the purpose described.

4. In a stringed musical instrument, a body
having a top adapted to carry a string-bridge;
and sides supporting said top, the sides lying
substantially at right angles to the top at the
point of contact therewith, said top being
formed of a plurality of thin pieces of wood
olued together edge to edge and the edges of
the pieces being normally curved in opposite
cdirections to thereby produce an arching of
sald top. |

In witness whereof I have hereunto sub-
scribed my name in the presence of two wit-

nesses.
| JOHN BRANDT.
Witnesses:
Howarp M. Cox,
CAROLYN RAFTERY.
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