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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, HArry DirLo, eeltlxen
of the United btetes residing at the city of
Philadelphia, in the county of Philadelphia

and State of Pennevlmmw have invented cer-

tain new and useful Improvements in Clamps,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention has relation to a clamp es-
peclally ed‘tpted for employment as a means
for engaging and holding hides or skins in a
flat or stretched condition; andin such connec-
tion 1t relates more par tmuhrlv to the con-
struction and arrangement of such a clamp.

The principal objects of my 1nvention are,
first, to so construct a clamp that the same by
engaging the hide or skin does not project
above the surface of the same while being
treated, and, second, to provide the vlemp
with means edepted to firmly engage and se-
cur elV hold the hide or skin of varying thick-

ness in a stretched condition.

The nature, scope, and characteristic fea-
tures of my invention will be more fully un-
derstood from the following description, taken
In connection with the accommnwnﬂ' draw-
ings, forming part hereof, in which—

T ioure 1 is a top or plen view of the clamp
embedmnw main features of my present In-
vention. Fig. 2 is a side elevational view
thereof. FIO 3 is a view 1llustrating the un-
der side of the clamp. Fig. 4184 centre,l sec-
tional view of the same, 111118131 ating a clamp-
ing-lever in an operative position. Iig. 5 1s
a sumlel view illustrating the clampmw-level
In an inoperative pOSIthH and Fig. 61sa top
or planview of a portion of a frame Torstreteh-
ing leather and also illustrating the clamps
connected with the frame by cords and the
manner of engaging and holding a skin or
hide in a stretched condition Within the frame.

Referring to the drawings, A represents a
clamp prei‘ereblv consisting -of astri ip of metel
@, having laterally extendmo' wings ¢ and «’,
whlch bv heing struck up and bent at a right
angle to the portion ¢ forming in conjunction
therewith the bod y portlon or heusmﬂ' of the
elamp A. The wings ¢ and @ serve as bear-
ings for a lever 0, whwh by means of prewe—
tions /' engaging openings ¢’ of the same 1e
pivotally eonnected with the wings ¢ and "

The lever & at one end terminates in a curved

portion /%, which when the lever 4 1s actu-
ated and swung from the position shown 1n
Fig. 5 1nto the pOSithD shown in Kig. 4 en-
oages the under side of the body portlon or
base ¢ and by sliding along the same for a

defined distance is slightly compressed or bent
downward by the base . In the base @ is

arranged a slot ¢, which communicates Wlth‘

recesses ¢ and ¢, a,rra,noed in the wings ¢ and
«*. The recesses ¢ “md 2 serve to limit the
movement of an article B when mtrodueed

through the slot ¢ into the wings ¢ and ¢
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and behmd the curved end 4° of the lever

oeeupymﬂ‘ an inoperative position, as shown
in Fig. 5. The lever by being moved 1nto
the operative position (shown in Fig. 4) will
encage the article B with 1its eurved end

and move the portion B of the same intro-

duced into the recesses ¢ and ¢’ into engage-
ment with the under side of the base « end
hold the same ﬁrmlv in engagement there-
with, as shown in dotted lmes 1N Fw' 4.
The article B folds over the edge ¢ of the
base ¢ and by resting upon the same projects

above the surface of the base ¢, as shown 1n
- Fig. 4. This position of the article B on the

baee @ is important, since in the case of a hide
or skin being engaged by the clamp A no
portion of the elcunp will project above the
hide to be treated, but, on the contrary, will lie
below the same. 1t the hide is to be varnished,

the brush may be moved safely over the ex-

posed surface of the hide B withoutencounter-

ing obstruction hitherto formed by the clamp,
resultmcr in the spoiling of the hide adjacent
to the clamp In order to secure the clamp,
engagingahideor skin B in the mannershown
1n Flﬂ' 6, toa stretching-frame C, preferably a
cord (:Z is used, which passes through an open-
1ng @, a,rmnﬁ'ed in the base «, and is secured to
the lever bV passing through an opening 0°
thereof and by being tied beyond the same
into a knob ¢, as shown in Fig. 4. The free
end of the cord ¢ is secured in any-suitable
manner to the frame C. The cord ¢ by en-
oaging the lever 4 in the manner hereinbetore
desembed has the tendency to hold the curved

end * thereof against the beee @ and the hide

B placed between the same.  Inorder to pre-
vent the rapid wear et the cord ¢ by passing
through the opening ¢’ of the base ¢, the same
1S formed by striking a certain portion of the
base downwar d and forming an mclmed pro-
jecting guide «’, upon which the cord d rests,

1S 1llustrea,ted in Fig. 4 of the drawings.

- It would be memtestlv obvious that a clam D
of the construction and arrangement herein-
betore described is adapted for employment
for .other uses than those defined, and hence
1 do not wish to be understood as lumtmﬁ' my -

self to said uses theI eot; but,
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Having thus-described the nature and ob-
ject of my invention, what 1 ¢laim as new, and
desire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. A clamp, consisting of a base having a
slot, wings projecting from said base and hav-
Ing recesses connected with said slot, means
arranged below said base and pivotally sup-
ported by said wings, said means adapted
when actuated to engage the under side of

said base and to hold the article introduced

through said slot in engagement therewith to
permit the same to rest and project free of
sald holding meansabove the upperside of said

. base. .
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2. A clamp, consisting of a base having a
slot, wings projecting from said base having

recesses communicating with said slot and

adapted to limit the movemert of an article
introduced through said slot, a lever pivotally
supported by sald wings and adapted to en-
gage and hold the article 1n engagement with
the under side of said base. |

3. A clamp, consisting of a base having a
slot, wings projecting from said base having
recesses communicating with said slot and
adapted to limit the movement of an article
introduced through said slot into said wings,
a lever pivotally supported by said wings hav-
ing a curved portion adapted to engage and
hold the article in engagement with the under
sicle of said base to permit the same to rest and
project above the upper side of the same.

4. A clamp, consisting of a base having a
slot, wings projecting from said base having
recesses communicating with said slot and
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adapted to limit the movement of an article

introcduced through said slot into said wings,
a lever pivotally supported by said wings hav-

g a curved portion adapted to engage and

hold the article 1n engagement with the under-

side of said base to permit the same to rest
and project above the upper side of the same.
and means adapted to engage said lever and
to hold the curved portion thereof in engage-
ment with said base.

5. A clamp, consisting of a .base having an
opening and a slot, wings projecting fromsaid

base having recesses communicating with said:

slot and adapted to limit the movement of an
article 1ntroduced through said slot and into
sald wings, a lever pivotally supported by said
wings having a curved end adapted to engage
and move the introduced portion of the article
toward the base and to hold the same firmly
in engagement with the under side thereof to
permit the unengaged portion of the same to
rest and project above the upper surface of
sald base, and a cord passing through the
opening 1n sald base, connected with said lever
and adapted to move and hold the curved end
of the same in engagement with the article and
to force the same against said base.

In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto set
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my signature in the presence of two subscrib-

ing witnesses. | |
HARRY DIFLO.

- Witnesses: |
J. WarTER Dovucrass,
TroMas M. SMIT.
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