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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, MURRAY S. CHISM, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Philadel-
phia, in the county of Philadelphia and State
of Pennsylvania, have invented certaln new
and useful Improvements in Eyeglass-Case

Fasteners, of which the following is a specifi-

cation. |
My invention relates to eyeglass-case fas-
teners, more particularly to detachablespring-

catch devices, whatever their uses, consisting |

of two principal members, usually a head, and
a socket for receiving and retaining the head.

My invention belongs directly to that type
of spring-fastener which possesses a resilient
head or shank member and an independent

relatively unyielding socket as the comple-

mentary member. The greater number ot
such fasteners with which I am acquainted are
too stiff and require guite a pressure to close
them, especially when they are new, and nearly

~always a greater effort in the nature of a pull
to separate the members.

, When once closed,
however, the majority are sufficiently effective
as fasteners: and it is the object of my inven-

tion to produce a fastener of the sort stated

which will afford when closed equal security
with any at present made and which shall pos-
sess in addition the quality of -being easily
closed and as easily opened. |
1 accomplish the object set forth by con-
structing and associating the parts as illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings, of
which-— | | |
Figure 1 represents the cross-section of an
eyveglass or spectacle case closed with my 1n-
vention applied. Fig. 2 1s a vertical section
through both the eyeglass-case and the socket
when separated, and Fig. 3 is a like sectional
view of the case with shank and socket en-
oaged. Fig.4isalsoa vertical sectional view
of the fastener, showing a slightly-modified

base portion. The three last figures are frag-

mentary views and are drawn upon a slightly-
enlarged scale to better exhibit the peculiar
structures involved.

Like letters refer to like parts throughout
the drawings. |

Each constituent element is described in de-
tail, and its individual office, together with
the mode of operation of the whole, fully ex-
plained below. |

Considering the
a case of any suitable construction.
point of the flap is an eyelet B, and the only
requisite of the eyelet is that the internal di-

drawings, letter A marks

In the

ameter of its opening shall be governed by
the size of the heads or bends C of the shank
or resilient member D. Beyond the maftter
of size, as stated, the thickness of the mate-
rial composing the eyelet and the manner of
its attachment to the flap of case A are not
essential points. | o

The spring member of the fastener consists
of asingle piece of sheet metal, usually stamped
in the form shown, with legs I of equal length.

The common body or juncture of the legs
is designated by letter F, and -each is bent
downwardly at right angles to the part K.
The legs may then be regarded as the support
of the shank and body F, by means of which
they may be secured in position.

In Figs. 2 and 3 it will be noted that the
legs E are turned outwardly at the bottom to
form the feet ¢, and the feet are placed beneath

small tongues G, formed by dividing portions
of the bottom of case A from the surround-

ing material on three sides. The tongues are
then pressed down to hold the feet and legs in
place, as illustrated. . _

I do not confine myself to the particular de-
vices as drawn and explained for securing the
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legs in position, as modifications thereof will

readily present themselves to persons engaged
in the production of similar things.

Through the thin top @ of the pocket of case
A the resilient shank D is passed and the bi-
furcated head C projects. 1t will now be seen
that the thin top @ of the pocket rests upon the

‘body F of the fastener and is'thereby fully de-

fended againstany amountof pressure exerted
upon it from above in repeatedly closing the
case. Neck or shank D, which supports the
head, may possess any degree of elasticity,
and it is not absolutely essential that the head
should be divided. I have shown the pre-
terred form with the head C divided by a cleft
¢, extending down %o a greater or less extent
into the shank D and increasing its flexibility.

In Fig. 1 1 have shown the socket as a
simple eyelet B, and in Figs. 2 and 3 the eye-
let is provided with a hood 4. Thedifference
is a mere matter of detail and constitutes no

partof myinvention. Whenthe caseis closed,

the curving surfaces of eyelet and head 1n

meeting cause the head to bend slichtly in-
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ward and permit the eyelet to pass over and

engage it. During this operation the inherent

elasticity of the case, which according to pres-
ent methods of manufacture is fashioned of

- thin metal, presents itself and is taken into

account when determining the desired amount
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of spring to be given the parts concerned.
Occasionally there is no pocket construction

- to support, and the surfaces rest against each

other flatwise, as shown in Fig. 4, whereupon
the legs are driven through the bottom of the

~case and closed- toward each other inwardly

IO

to secure the part in place The operation

does not change.

‘Having thus.explamed_ the construction of
my invention and described the manner of .its

. ‘operation, what I claim is—
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1. In a case-fastener, the combination with
a socket, of a flat plate having one edge ex-
tended upwardly to form a shank, the said

shank having a split, elastic head comprising
a plurality of elastic portions compressible
one toward another while passing through the
mouth of the socket, each portion of the split’
head presenting curved surfaces to the mouth
of the socket when passing into and out of the

socket, substantially as deseribed.

2. In a case-fastener, the combination with
a socket, of a flat plate provided with devices

by which it may be secured to the case, the
said plate having one edge extended upwardly

to form a shank, the said shank having a split, :
elastic head comprising a plurality of .elastic

portions compressible one toward another
while passing through the mouth of the socket,
each portion of the “said split head presenting

curved surfaces to the mouth of the socket
when passing into and out of the socket, sub-

stantially as described.
3. In a case-fastener, the combination with
a socket, of a device provided with a head

adapted to enter said socket, the said device
being formed of a single piece of metal and
comprising a relatively flat body portion and

a shank projecting outwardly and upwardly

from one side of said body, said shank having
a head formed by turning over its extremity |
- upon itself and said head being divided by a :
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| cleft leading to said shank, and legs extend-
1ng downwardly from opposite sides of said
body whereby the body may be secured to the

case, substantially as deseribed.
4. In an eyeglass-case fastener, the combi-

nation with a case having a pocket, of asocket,
a device situated in said pocket and prowded

with a head adapted to enter said socket, the
said device being formed of a single piece of
sheet metal and comprising a relatively flat
body portion and a shank projecting out-
wardly and upwardly from one side of said
body,said shank havinga head at itsextremity,
and legs extending downwardly from opposite
sides of the said body, and means for securing
the legs to the bottom of the case, said shank
and head being passed through the top of said
pocket whereby said top 1S supported by said
body and legs as set forth. o

5. In an eyeo*lass -case fastener, the combi-
nation with a case having a pocket, of a socket,
a device situated in said. .pocket and provided
with a head adapted to enter said socket, the
said device being formed of a single plece of
sheet metal and comprising a rela,twely flat
body portion and ashank projecting outwardly
and upwardly from one side of said body, said
shank having a head at its extremity, and legs
extending downwardly from opposite sides of
the body, the said legs having the feet ¢, and

the bottom of the case having the tongues G

closed down upon the said feet, said shank and
head being passed through the top of said
pocket Wherebv the top is supported by S&ld
body and legs, as set forth |

In teqtlmonv whereof I a
presence of two witnesses.

MURRAY =S. (;HISM

fix my smnature 1n

W itnesses:
A. A. CHRISTIES,
K. P. FeLron, Jr.
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