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To all whom it may concern:

- BeitknownthatI, Georgr E. HAUPTMAN, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Omaha,
in the county of Douglas and State of Ne-
braska, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Switches for Overhead
Iracks; and I do hereby declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact description of the
Invention, such as will enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same.

My invention relates to switches for over-
head or suspension carriers.

One object of the invention resides in the
provision of a switch for the purpose named
wherein simplicity, Inexpensiveness, dura-
bility, and efficiency are the result.

A still further object of the invention is to
provide stores, factories, or other houses with
a device of the character mentioned wherein
the same will be reliable in action and readily
operated from the floor above which the tracks
are placed.

With these and other objects in view the
present invention consists in the combination
and arrangement of parts, as will be herein-
alter more fully deseribed, shown in the ac-
companying drawings, and particularly point-
ed out in the appended claims, it being un-

~ derstood that changes in the form, propor-

tion, size, and minor details may be made
within the scope of the claims without clepart-
ing from the spirit or sacrificing any of the
advantages of the present invention.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a construction embodying my inven-
tion, the switch being shown in closed POSi-
tton. Fig. 2is a similar view llustrating the
switch in closed position. Fig. 8 is a plan
view, also showing the switch in closed POsi-
tion.

Referring now more particularly to the ac-
companying drawings,the reference character
1 designates portions of spaced track-sections
arranged in alinement, the same being of any
particular form or material, there being a
track-section 2 forming a side track branch-
ing from the main track-sections 1.

Interposed between the spaced track-sec-
tions 1 is a bridge-block 3. having a recess
formedin its upper part intermediate its ends,
the opposite ends of the block being of a pe-
cullar formation to provide a positive connec-
tion therebetween and the adjacent track-sec-

]

tion. In other words, each end of the block
1s provided with a reduced projecting portion
4 and another portion 4%, directed at 2 right
angle to the aforesaid portion and extending
from one side of the block, the said portions
forming an angular seat for the reception and
support of the corresponding ends of the ad-
jacent track-sections 1. Both of these por-
tions 4 and 4" are designed to lie flush with
the respective faces of the rall-sections, the
portion 4" being pierced by pins, bolts, or
other suitable elements 4”, which latter are Je-
signed to also pierce the corresponding track-
sections, as clearly shown in the accompany-
ing drawings. A reversible frog is pivoted
within the aforementioned recess of the
bridge-block, the frog being journaled in the
latter, as indicated by the reference character
6. Lhis frog comprises a straight track por-
tion 5, a curved track portion 7. and a con-
necting-web 8. It will be observed that the

‘side track 2 has a reduced portion forming a

seat for the support of the correspondingly-
reduced end of the curved track-section 7. It
will be observed, too, that the curved track-
section is formed of the same picce of mate-
rial from which the connecting - block is
formed.

A cord or similar element is secured to the
web 8 of the reversible frog, passed over the
pulley 10, suspended off from one side thereof,
and thence downwardly to a convenient DPOsi-
tion. When the switch is in closed position, -
as 1llustrated in Fig. 1, a sudden pull on the
cord 9 will turn the frog on the horizontal
ax1s between the pivot-points 6, the outer end

~of the curved track portion 7 deseribing the

arc shown by arrows in Fig. 1 and resting
upon a supporting-bracket 11, as-illustrated
in Fig. 2. When the switch is in the open
position, (shown in Fig. 2,)a sudden pull upon
the cord 9 will reverse the position of the
tfrog, the same turning, as before, on the hori-
zontal axis and the end section 7 moving as
indicated by the arrows in Fig. 2, thus bring-
ing the frog to the original position. (Shown
in Fig, 1.) .

Itisthought that the operation of the switeh
will be fully understood by reference to the -
accompanying drawings and that the sim-
plicity of the structure and operation will be
apparent without further explanation.

What I claim is—

1. In a switch for overhead carrier-tracks,
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track-sections arranged in direct alinement, | forming a curved track portion, a connecting-

the adjacent ends of the track-sections being
spaced apart, a block bridging the space be-
tween the sections and having its opposite

ends overlapping the bottom and one side ot
the corresponding track-section, means plerc-

ing the ends of the block and track-sections |
| thereof is switched into alinement with the

to secure the former in direct alinement with
the latter, the upper portion of the block hav-

ing a recess formed therein, a reversible frog

pivotally supported in said recess and adapted
to turn therein on a horizontal axis, one side
of the frog forming a straight track portion
and the other side thereof forming a curved
track portion, adapted to connect with the
said track, and means for reversing the posi-

tion of the frog.

9. In a switeh for overhead carrier-tracks,
track-sections arranged in alinement, the ad-
jacent ends of the sections being spaced apart,
a side track arranged at an angle to the afore-
said track-sections, and spaced therefrom, a
block bridging the space between the sections
and having its opposite ends constructed and
arranged to overlap the bottom and one side
of the corresponding track-section, pins pierc-
ing the overlapping side portion and the cor-
responding rail-section to secure the latter to
the former, the upper portion of the block
having a rest formed therein, a reversible frog
pivotally supported in said recess and adapted
to turn therein on a horizontal axis, one side
of the frog forming a straight portion and
the other side thereof forming a curved track
portion, a connecting - web between said
straight and curved portions, and means con-
nected to the said web for reversing the po-
sition of saild frog.

3. In a switch for overhead carrier-tracks,
track-sections arranged in direct alinement,
the ends of the sections being spaced apart, a
block brideing the space between the track-
sections and having its opposite ends provided
with a seat including an upwardly-directed
side flange, and means associated with the side
flange of the seats and the corresponding
track-section to secure the latter within the

corresponding seat.

4. In a switch for overhead carrier-tracks,
track-sections arranged in direct alinement,

the adjacent ends of the sections being spaced
apart, aside track arranged at an angle to the
aforesaid track-sectionsand spaced therefrom,

‘a block bridging the space between the sec-

tions and having its opposite ends constructed
and arranged to overiap the bottom and one
side of thecorresponding track-section, means

associated with the overlapping side portion

and the corresponding rail-sections to secure
the latter to the former, the upper portion ot
the block having a recess formed therein, a

reversible frog pivotally supported in said re- -

cess and adapted to turn therein on a hori-
zontal axis, one side of the frog forming a
straight portion and the other side thereof

web between the said straight and curved por-
tions, a supportcarried by the aforesaid block,
and means associated with the frog for revers-
ing the position of the latter, the aforesaid
curved track portion of the frog resting upon |
said support when the straight track portion

track-sections.

5. In a switch for overhead carrier-tracks,
track-sections arranged in direct alinement,
the adjacent ends of the sections being spaced
apart, a block bridging the space between the
track-sections and: having its opposite ends
provided with a seat including an upwardly-
directed side flange, means associated with the
side flange of the seats and the corresponding
track-section tosecure the latter to the former,
a hanger disposed to one side ot said block,
and means associated with the block and the
hanger for reversing the position of the frog.

6. In a switch for overhead carrier-tracks,
track-sections arranged in direct alinement,
the adjacent ends of the sections being spaced
apart, 4 side track arranged at an angle to the
aforesaid track-sections and spaced therefrom,
a block brideging the space between the sec-
tions and having its opposite ends constructed
and arranged to overlap the bottom and one
side of the corresponding track-section, pins
associated with the overlapping side portion
and the corresponding rail-section to secure
the latter to the former, the upper portion ot
the block having a recess formed therein, a re-
versible frog pivotally supported in said re-
cess and adapted to turn therein on a hori-
zontal axis, one side of the frog forming a
straight portion and the other side thereof
forming a curved track portion, a connecting-
web between the said straight and curved por-
tions, a supportcarried by theaforesaid block,
a hanger disposed to one side of said block,
and means associated with the block and the
hanger for reversing the position of the irog,
the aforesaid curved portion of the frog rest-
ing upon said support when the straight track
portion thereof is switched into alinement
with the track-sections.

7. In a switch for overhead carrier-tracks,
track-sections arranged in direct alinement,
the ends of the sections being spaced apart,
a block bridging the space between the track-
sections and having its opposite ends provided
with a seat inclading a side flange, one side of
the block between its seats having an ofi-
standing flange portion, one portion of said
lange portion being extended to form a sup-
port, means associated with the side flange of
the seats and the corresponding section to se--

cure the latter to the former, the upper por-.

tion of the block having arecess formed there-
in, a reversible frog pivotally supported 1n
said recess and adapted to turn therein on a
horizontal axis, one side of the frog forming

| a straight portion, and the other side thereot
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forming a eurved -track portion, and means | 1In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my
assoclated with the frog for reversing the po- | signature in presence of two witnesses.

sition of the latter, the aforesaid curved track 1 Ny . "
portion of the frog resting upon the afore- | GEORGE E. HAUPTMAN.
sald support when the straight track portion Witnesses:

thereof is switched into alinement with the Howarp J. Cowerr,
track-sections. | D. O. BARNELL.
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