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To all whom Tt may concerm:

Be it known that I, Joxam Derr
~of the United States. and a resident of Toledo,
in the county of Lucas and State of Ohio,
have iInvented certain new and usetul Improve-
ments i Soap-Retainers for Washboards: and
1 do hereby declare the following to be a full,
“clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same,
reference being had to the aecompanying
drawings, and to the letters of reference
mar L.ed theleon Whlch form a part of this
specification. -
My invention relates to means employed in
connection with washboards for rigidly re-

talning one or more bars of soap in proximity

to the scrubbing -surface of such boards,
whereby the clothes may be soaped simulta-
neously with the serubbing operation; and it
has for its object the provision of means of
the class described that is simple and cheap
~1n 1ts construction, capable of being adjusted
as the width of the soap may require, and
when adjusted rigidly locked against move-
ment with respect to the soap. |

The invention is fully described in the fol-
lowing specification, and shown in the accomn-
panying drawings, in which—

Figurel isa front elevation of a Washbom'd
embodying my invention. Fig. 2 1s a side
elevation of the same with the upper p’ortion
“thereof shown in vertical section, and Kig. 3
is a detail of the locking parts of my mven-
tion with the clamping- bar shown in cross-
section. |

Referring to the drawings, A represents
the uprights or standards, B the shield for
protecting the operator, and C the serubbing-
surface of a washbhoard of the ordinary type.
- Secured to the transverse piece « at the
head of the scrubbing-surface of the board
and extending the width thereof is the fixed
transverse bar or clamping-strip b, which is
provided with the spaced flanges &’ and 5’ , BX-
tending longitudinally of the board and to-
ward the upper end thereof. The rear flange
0" is made of greater width than the forwar rd
flange §°, as shown in Fig. 2, for the purpose
hereinafter described. Movably mounted
within the e]ongate{i slots ¢, provided longi-
tudinally of Lhe inner faces of the uprights or
standards A, 2 second Lransvelsely dis-
posed bar or clmnping—sbrip «, which 1s adapt-
ed to be moved toward or away from the
clamping -strip 4 in parallel position there-
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with. Formed on the strip ¢ are the two
flanges " and d°, corresponding in width to
the flanges 4 and /7°, respectively, and dis-
posed in the same plane therewith, as shown
in Fig. 2. The str 1p ¢ 18 shown as being pro-
vided with the latera lly-extending portions e
and £, disposed ata right angle to each other,
the former of which has its ends Drolonﬂed
beyond the ends of the flanges ¢ and d to
form tongues for projecting w:lthm the guid-
ing grooves or slots ¢, formed in the uprights
A. The bars or clamping-strips 4 and ¢ are

each preferably stamped from a single piece
of sheet metal bent in the mqmled shape,

thus making them cheap te manufacture fmd
rigid and durable in construetion.

Plvoted to the inner side of each upright A
at the head of the serubbing-surface Cis a
rack ¢, which has its major portion slightly
offset from Iits fulcrum-point and provided
with notches at its lower or rear edge of a
size sufficient to receive the thickness of the
portion 7 on the bar or strip , thus enabling
sald strip to be locked in adjusted position.
A lip or projection ¢’ 1s formed at the free
end of the rack ¢ to provide a thumb- plece
for the operator.

The operation and manner of using my im-
proved soap-retaining apparatus are as fol-
lows: As the thickness of a fresh bar of soap
1s approximately equal to the depth from the

plane of the scrubbing-surface to the shield or

backing-plate B of a washboard, the bar when
first used 1s placed between the bars or strips 4
and ¢ with the lower or rear surface thereof
resting upon the backing-plate B and the mov-
able clamping-strip ¢ then moved down to
cause the bar of soap to be irmly clamped be-
tween said strips and locked against a receding
movement by the engaging of the rack ¢ with
the portion / of the strip ¢. As the surface
of the soap becomes worn down by the scrub-
bing operation it is released from 1its original
position just described and raised, so that its
under surface 1s permitted to rest upon the
lower widened flanges /" and ¢’ of the strips
b and ¢, thus bringing it in position to have.
1ts s dc& engaged by “the narrow gripping-
flanges §* and ¢ * of said strips when the mov-
able. strip « is again adjusted to tightly orip
the soap. 1t will thus be apparent that the
strips 4 and ¢« form a support, as well as a
clamping means, for the bars of soap when
they have become worn to a degree necessi-
tating the raising thereot from their seat upon
the backing-plate B. This enables a bar of
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soap to be rigidly supported at all times with-
out necessitating the tightly clamping thereot
to withstand the pressure exerted thereon dur-
ing the soaping of the clothes.

It is obvious that such changes in the form,
proportion, and minor details of construction
of the parts as fairly fall within the scope of
my invention may be made without departing
from the spirit or sacrificing any of the ad-
vantages thereof.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s—

1. In a washboard, a fixed soap-clamping
‘member, a companion clamping member mov-
ably mounted in advance of the fixed mem-
ber, and a rack pivoted to each upright ot
the washboard and adapted to engage and
lock the movable clamping member against
movement.

9. In a washboard, a fixed clamping mem-

face of the board and having two spaced
langes of varying width, a companion clamp-
ing member movable toward and away from
the fixed member and having flanges corre-

sponding to and in a plane with the

ber disposed at the head of the serubbing-sur-

langes
on said fixed member, and means for locking
the movable clamping member in adjusted
position.

3. The combination with a washboard pro-

vided with uprights having slots or grooved

ways therein, a scrubbing-surface and a shield

or backing-plate, of a fixed clamping member

secured at the head of the scrubbing-surface .

between the uprights, a companion clamping
member movable in the slots or grooved ways
in the uprights in advance of said fixed mem-
ber, two flanges of varying width projecting
from each clamping member toward the com-
panion clamping member in planes parallel
to the backing-plate of the washboard, and
means for locking the pivoted member in ad-
justed position. |

Intestimony whereof I have hereuntosigned
my name to this specification in the presence
of two subsecribing witnesses. |

JONAH DERR.

Witnesses:
C. W. OWEN,
Mary 1. Smavy.
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