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To all whony 1t may conceri:

Beitknown that I,Ormonp S. WHITE, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Wilkes-
barre, in the county of Luzerne and State of
Pennsylvania, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Mail-Boxes: and I do
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to improvements in
mail-boxes, and more particularly to guarded
closures therefor.

The object of the invention 1s to provide a
simple, inexpensive, durable, and convenient
device of this character which will not ¢log or
choke until the box 1s full and which when
full will be prevented from opening to receive
more mall. |

A further object of the invention is to so
construct the box that i1ts contents may be
quickly and easily removed by the mail-col-
lector.

With the above and other objects in view

the invention consists of certainnovel features
of construction, combination, and arrange-
ment of parts, as will be hereinafter described
and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure11s
a perspective view of a mail-box constructed
in accordance with my invention. Fig. 21s a
vertical sectional view through the same,show-
ing in full and dotted lines the closed and open
position of the guard device for the receiving-
opening; and Kig. 3 1s a horizontal sectional
view taken on the line 3 3 1in Fie. 2

Referring to the drawings by numerals, 1
denotes a receptacle or container in which let-
ters or other objects are to be deposited and
collected. This box or receptacle 18 prefer-
ably of square or rectangular form and is
provided with a swinging cover or top 2, which
i1s hinged, as shown at 3, upon one side ot the
box. The cover is preferably of semicylin-
drical form, as shown, and is adapted to be
secured in its closed position by the usual
hasp 4 and padlock 5. The upward opening
movement of the cover is preferably limited
by a brace 6, which is pivoted, as at 7, upon
the inside of the cover and 1s formed with a
longitudinal slot 8, through which projects a
stop 9, provided upon the “inside of the box 1.

Achacent to the front of the curved top 11
of the cover 2 1s formed areceiving-opening 12
for letters or other objects. T'his opening 1s

normally closed by a sliding lid or cover-plate

13, which has its ends coacting with ouides
14, provided upon the inside of the cover 2.
The guides 14 and the slide 13 are curved or
seomenml-shwped in cross-section, as shown
in Hig. 2 of thedrawings, and said slide 13

carried by end plates 15, which are pivoted,
as shown at 16, upon the inner faces of the
ends of the cover 2, concentrically with its
curved -top 11. These end plates 15 are in
the form of segments and are actuated by a
swinging guard-plate 17, which has its lower
end bent forwardly at an angle, as shown at
18, and which has a forwardly - projecting
uumd Hange or stop 19 extending longitudi-
1‘1%1137 above its bent portion 18. Coactlng
with the swinging guard-plate 17 is a second
reversely-swinging guard-plate 20, which has
at its ends flanges 21. The gunard-plate 20 is
pivoted, as shown at 22, adjacent to the up-
per ends of its flanges 21, and it is actuated

by links 23, which connect said flanges 21 to

the end plates 15. The connection of these
links 23 1s such that when the lid or slide 13
1s slid upwardly to its open position said
cuard-plate 20 will be swung inwardly and
upwardly within the guard-plate 17, which
latter will have its lower end tilted forwardly,
as 1ndicated by the dotted lines in Fig.

The lower end of the guard-plate 20 swings
upwardly above the bent portion 18 and the
flange 19 of the plate 17, so that it will be
impossible to insert any wire or other instru-

ment between said plates for the purpose of

removing mall from the box.

The construction, operation, and advantages
of this invention will be readlly understood
from the foregoing description, taken in con-
nection with the accompanying drawings. It
will be seen that when the slide 13 1s opened
by swinging 1ts finger-piece upwardly mail
may be deposited through the opening 12 into
the pocket or chamber formed by the two
guard -plates 17 and 20 and that when the

slide 1s released the parts will return by grav-

ity to their normal positions and the mail will
be dropped into the box 1. Owing to the
swinging movement of the guard-plate 20, the
letters will be distributed evenly upon the
bottom of the box and when the latter be-
comes full the shide will be prevented from
being opened assoonasthe letters bear against
the lower ends of the guard-plates and pre-
vent them from swinging. By mounting the
cover 2 upon the box 1, as shown and de-
scribed, the removal of the mail from the box
by the collector will be greatly facilitated.,




The letters will all be found upon the bottom

of the box, where they may be readily grasped

and removed. | |
Having thus described my invention, what

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters -

Patent, 1s—

1. A mail-box or the like having a receiv-
ing-opening, a slide to cover and uncover sald
‘opening, a pivoted guard-plate movable an-
gularly with said slide, having 1its pivot re-

mote from the slide, and further provided

with a guard-flange at the angle thereof, a

pivoted guard-plate having its pivot near the |

path of the slide, and a link connected to the
first-mentioned guard-plate at a pointnear 1ts
free end and to the last - mentioned guard-
plate, at a point near its pivoted end, to cause

said guard-plates to simultaneously and re-

versely operate.

9. A mail-box or the like, having a recelv-
ing-opening, a slide to cover said opening, co-
acting reversely-swinging guard-plates actu-
ated by said slide, one of said plates being
adapted to swing within the other, and a guard-
flange upon the latter.

. I . . 5
3. A mail-box or the like, having a receiv-

ing-opening, a slide to cover said opening, end
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plates carried by said slide and pivotaﬂy
mounted within said box, a gnard-plate con-

necting said end plates, a guard-flange upon
said guard-plate, a second guard-plate pivot-
ally mounted within said box to coact with
the first-mentioned guard-plate, and a link
connecting said second guard-plate with one
of said end plates.

4. A mail-box or the like, having a recelv-
ing-opening, guides adjacent to said opening,
a slide upon said guides to cover said opening,
end plates carried by said slide and pivotally
mounted within said box, a guard-plate con-
necting said end plates and having an angu-
larly-bent lower portion, a guard-flange above
said bent portion, a second guard-plate piv-
otally mounted within said box to coact with
the first-mentioned guard-plate, and links con-
necting said second guard-plate with said end
plates, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit- -

nesses. .
' ORMOND S. WHITLE.

Witnesses:
RoBERT J. BLAIR,
QUINCEY A. (GATES.
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