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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that 1, CArr.os DiLANO, a citl-
zen of the Republic of Chile, and a resident of
Valparaiso, Chile, have invented a new and
Improved Shoe-Lace Fastener, of which the
following 1s a full, clear, and exact descrip-
f1on.

The invention relates to boots and shoes;
and its object 1s to provide a new and 1lm-
proved shoe - lace fastener arranged to se-
curely hold the ends of the lace or tie-string
in position without requiring the tylng of
knots.

The invention consists of novel features and
parts and combinations of the same, as will
be more fully deseribed hereinafter and then
pointed out in the claims.

A practical embodiment ot the invention is

represented in the accompanying drawings,

forming a part of this specification, in which
similar char acters of reference indlcate corre-
sponding parts in all the views.

Figure 1is a perspective view of a shoe pro-

I‘.?'ld(}d with two fasteners for separately hold-

ing the ends of ashoe-lace or tie-string. Kig.
9 is a face view of the blank for forming the

fastener. Fig. 3 is a front view of the fas-
tener. KFie. 4 1s an edge view of the same.

Fie. 5 is an enlarged inverted sectional plan
view of the same on the line 5 5 of Fig. 3.
Fig. 6 is a perspective view of a double fas-
tener as applied and arranged for holding
both ends of the shoe-lace or tie-string, and
Fig. 7 is a face view of the blank for form-
ing the double fastener shown in Kig. 6.

The fastener illustrated in Figs. 1, 2, 3, 4,
and 5 is made from a single piece of spring
metal and consists of a body-plate A, fastened
at its lower end by an eyelet B or similar fas-
tening device to the side of a shoe C, as
plainly illustrated in Fig. 1, it being under-
stood that in this construction two fasteners
are employed, one on each side of the shoe C.

From the upper end of the body-plate A ex-
tend inwardly and downwardly hooks or arms
D, engaging the top edge of the shoe and the
inner face thereof, 43 will be readily under-

stood by reference to Fig. 1,so0 that the shoe--

fastener is securely held in position on the
shoe by the sald hooks or arms D and the
evelet B. The arms D are spaced apart, and
a spring-tongue I extends from between the

arms at the upper end of the body-plate A,

and this spring-tongue 1s bent downward onto
the front face of the body-plate A to receive
and clamp the shoe-lace or tie-string I in po-
sition between the said spring-tongue and the
hody-plate A, as plainly indicated in Fig. 1.

The free end of the spring-tongue I is curmd
outwardly. so as to allow of l‘{del]V sliding
the shoe-lace or tie-string K between the
spring-tongue and the body-plate A when-
ever 1t is desired to hold the said shoe-lace
or tie-string I in position after the shoe-lace

or tie-string is laced on the buttons of the

shoe, as indicated in Fig. 1. The upper end
of the spring-tongue K is curved forwardly

and downwardly in such a manner as to form

with the body-plate A a loop K, through
which may be passed the tip of the shoe-lace
or tie~string F after the same is clamped be-
tween the spring-tongue K and the body-plate,
as Wl]l be readily understood by reference to
Fig. 1, so that the tip of the shoe-lace or tie-

.strmﬂ ‘does not dangle down on the side of

the shoe, but is 1”10%131\? held in position by the

hstenel.

From the sides of the body-plate A are
struck up lugs (3, preferably made L-shaped
and extending with their vertical portions
into notches E°. formed on the sides of the
spring-tongue E, directly above the clamping
portion, the anuular members of the lugs
serving to 11m1t the outward-swinging mo-
tion of “he clamping or spring tongue K. The

| lngs (& also serve as stops for 11m1t11:10 the up-

Wﬂtd*%hdlnﬂ' motion of the shoe- lace or tie-
string I when dr awing the same under the
spring-tongue L for the latter to clamp the
lace or string in place on the l:ront face of the
body-plate A

In the form shown in Figs. 6 and 7 asingle
fastener is provided on one side of the shoe
C' for holding both ends F' BF* of the shoe-
lace or tie-string in position on the fastener.
In this case the bodv plate A’ is fastened by
an eyelet B’ or similar fastening device to the
side of the shoe €', and from Lhe upper end
of the body-plate A’ extend the arms D', en-
oacing the top and inner face of the Shoe, the
same as prevmusl,}r explamed in reference to
the arms D. (Shown in Fig. 1.) From the
upper end of the body- plate A’ extend two
spring-tongues E°and E', arranged one along-
side the other and of dlﬁelent lengths, one
serving for clamping the end F' of the shoe-
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lace or tie-string onto the front face of the

body-plate A’, and the other spring-tongue

E* serving to clamp the other end F® of the
shoe-lace or tie-string in position on the said
tront face of the body-plate A'. |

In order to prevent the ends F and F® from
becoming mixed up, I prefer to make the
spring-tongues I° and K of different lengths,
so that the clamping of the said ends takes

place at different points in the height of the

body-plate A’, as will be readily understood
by reference to Fig. 6, it being understood,
“however, that the end F °, after having passed
under the spring-tongue E*, extends over the
other spring-tongue E° a distance above the
latter’s clamping portion.

On the body-plate A’ are arranged stop-
lugs G’ and G* for engaging the spring-
tongues K’ and E* to limit the outward-swing-
ing motion of the said spring-tongues to form
stops for the ends F' and F*, the same as above
described in reference to the lugs (. The
spring-tongues K, E’, and E* are preferably
concaved in cross-section along the clamping
portions, as will be readily understood by ref-
erence to the drawings. By thisarrangement
a very firm secure clamping of the shoe-lace
1s obtained.

From the foregoing it will be seen that the

ends of the Shoe lace or tie-str ing are held
vieldingly in place under the spring-tengues,
but with sufficient force to prevent. accidental
untying or unlacing of the shoestrings on the
hooks or buttons of the shoe. It will also be
seen that by the arrangement described the
wearer after having tied the shoe can readily
draw the ends of the shoe-lace or tie-string
under the spring-tongues without resorting to
the tying of knots or the like, as heretoiore
practiced. |
" When it is desired to untie the shoe, the
wearer by a simple downward movement of
the ends F of the shoe-lace or tie-string can
withdraw the ends from under the spring-
tongues, so as to unhook the shoe-lace or tie-
string from the buttons or hooks of the shoe
preparatory to opening the same.
- The device 1s very simple and durable in
construction and can be readily applied and
securely held to the shoe, and the fastener can
be cheaply manutactured.

Havingthusdescribed my invention, Iclaim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent—

1. A fastener, comprising a plate for at- |

tachment to the outside of a shoe, a clamping-
tongue projecting from one end of the plate
over the same for clamping a shoe-lace upon
the said plate, and means loosely connecting
the tongue with the plate intermediate of the
free end of the tongue and its connection with
the plate to limit the outward movement ot
the said clamping - tongue, said means also
serving as a stop for limiting the movement

of the lace between the plate and the said
clamping-tongue.
- 2. A shoe-lace fastener, comprising a body-
plate having at one end an opening and pro-
vided at 1ts other end with attaching hooks or
arms for extending over one edge of a shoe
to engage the inside thereof, said hooks or
arms being spaced apart and projecting rear-
wardly, the said body - plate being also pro-
vided with a spring-tongue projecting for-
wardly from the same end of the plate as the
hooks or arms, between the said hooks or
arms, and bent down upon the front face of
the plate for clamping a lace upon said plate.

3. A fastener made of a single piece of
spring metal and comprising a plate having a
pair of hooks or arms for extending over the
top edge of a shoeto engage the inside there-
of to secure the plate to the shoe, said hooks
or arms being spaced apart and projecting
rearwardly from one end of the plate, aspring-
tongue projecting tforwardly from the same
end of the plate as the hooks or arms, between
the said hooks or arms, and bent back onto
the plate to form a clamp for clamping a shoe-
lace against the plate, and means tfor limiting
the outward movement of the tongue.

4, A fastener made of a single piece of

‘spring metal formed with a body plate for at-

tachment to the outside of a shoe, a spring-
tongue bent back onto the body- plate to form
a c]amp for engaging the shoe-lace and clamp-
ing it against the body - plate, the spring-
tongue also forming a loop with the body-
plate for receiving the tip of the shoe-lace,
and lugs ettendmﬂ' from the body-plate and
loosely engaging the spring-tongue between
its free end and 1ts connection with the body-
plate to limit the outward movement of the
tongue, said Iugs also serving as a stop for
limiting the movement of the lace between the
plate and tongue.

5. A fastener macde of a single piece of
spring metal formed with a body-plate for at-
tachment to the outside of a shoe, a spring-
tongue bent back onto the body-plate, to form
a clamp for engaging the shoe-lace and clamp-
ing 1t against the body - plate, the spring-
tongue also forming a loop with the body-
plate for receiving the tip of the shoe-lace,
and L-shaped lugs extending from the body-
plate and engaging notches on the spring-
tongue.

6 A fastener having a body-plate for the
attachment to the outside of a shoe, a clamp-

ng-tongue secured to one end of 'the plate

and proj ecting over the same for clamping the
lace against the said plate, and lugs project-
ing from the body and engaging the free por-
tion of the tongue to limit the outward move-
ment thereot.

7. A fastener having a body—plate for at-

- tachment to the outmde of a shoe, a clamping-
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tongue integral with one end of the plate, and | to this specification in the presence of two sub-
projecting over the same for clamping the lace | scribing witnesses.
acainst the said plate, said tongue having

TAD “ |
notches in its opposing sides, and L-shaped CARLOS DELANO.
lugs projecting from the body and engaging Witnesses: | -
the notches of the tongue. Avcust MOLLER, Jr.,

Intestimony whereof [ havesigned my name CArRLOS MALMSTEN.
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