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’}’ 0 all whonv it maty concern:

Be 1t known that I, Groree L. Van BUFEN
2 citizen of the United ~tates, residing at
Kansas. City, in the county of Jackson and
state of Missouri, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Book-Marks, of
~which the following is a specification.

This mventmu r elates to whatare commonlv
known as ‘‘book-marks,” which in various
forms are employed to facilitate reference to
a particular page of a bool, p.:—lmphlct maga-
zine, or the like.

"The objects of this invention are to pro-
vide a device of this character having a much
wider range of usefulness of a permanent na-
ture, easily applied to and removed from a
volume, and hence ftransferred from one
volume to another, which may be employed to
tacilitate reference consecutively to a number
of pages in the same boolk or volume, which
may, if desired,bemade toindex the references
while the book 1s closed, which is non-inter-

ferent with ordinary use of the book while

applied thereto, which i1s simple of construc-
“tion, cheap In cost, easy of operation, not
likely to become disarranged and result in loss
of one or more references, and in which is
ntilized separable and interchangeable page-
indicators whereby the " capacity ” of the de-
vice may be made to correspond with the
number of pages to which 1t 18 desired to re-
fer in a single volume.

With the above and other ends in view the
invention conslsts 1n the novel construction
and configuration of the device and in the ar-

rangement and combinations of parts, all as
hereinafter ful ly described, and particularly
pointed out in the claims.

My invention will be more readily under-
stood by reference to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming a part of this specification, in
which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a device
embodymge my invention in its preferred
form, showing the manner of its application.
e, 218 a plan view, partly broken away, of
_ the preferred form of the device itself. Fig.
3 18 a plan view showing a modification of the
retaining or supporting bar. Fig. 4isa view
of the retamine-bar shown in Fige. 2 with a
simple form of lower pivotal support. . Fig.
5 1s a fragmentary view of the device, illus-
trating the manner in which titles or the na-

ture of the reference may be indicated. Hig.
6 15 an end view of one of the pwotec mark-

ers. Kig. 7 is a sectional detail of the carc-
holding means.

hcterrmﬂ now to the drawings in cemi".,
and first to the form of device illustrated in
Figs. 1 and 2, numeral 2 refers to a rod or
bar, preferably of spring-steel, which is sub-
stantially cylindrical at its extremities, hav-
ing been flattened at its middle portion for a
sufficient length to provide for its insertion
between the pagesof a book or thelike near the
bound edges of said pages with the least possi-
ble mterference with the complete closure of
the book. In the preferred construction the
projecting extremity 4 of this rod, which for
convenience I refer to as at the “‘lower” end
thereof, is bent upon itself to provide the re-
turning portion4’. . When properly adjusted,

a3 Shown in Kig. 1, the eyvlindrical exbr Olultle&,
3 and 4 ther eot project for a certain distance,
pt*efelt ably, as hereinatter specified, above and
below, respectively, the upper and lower
edges of the pages or book. These eylindrical
extremities 3 and 4’ are designed to provide
pivotal supports for a frame havi ng a pair of
arms 5 and 6, the arm 5 having an aperture 7
for the pivotal support 8 and the arm 6 being
similarly apertured for the pivotal support
4. These arms carry, subsmnti.gﬂlv parallel
to and at a distance from the rod 2, prefer-

ably equal to about one-half of the width of
an ordinary page, the preferably tml Hat
strip or frame portion &, the length of which
should for best results be somewhat greater
than the height of the boolk to which the de-
vice may be applied.

1 have shown the returning extremity 4’ of
the rod 2 provided with the slight lateral bend
9 at the extremity thereof, and the distance
between the bend 9 and the upper extremity
of the rod 2 should be slightly oreater than
the distance between the arms 5 and 6. The
arms 5 and 6 and the strip 8, (which may
be either intecral therewith or suitably se-
cured ther em.,) being preferably of spring-
steel or other elastic metal, may be easily
sprung apart to permit of their respective
pivotal connection with the extensions 8 and
4. When mounted, the normal positions of
sald arms and the bend 9 at the extremity of
the extension 4’ prevent 1311(,}11 disloc'lﬂ mult

ject, however, to easy runova,l whm dem ed.
With this form of device 1 prefer to employ
a rubber band 11 or looped thread or twine
slipped over each extremity of the rod 2 to
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hold said rod with reasonable security In
proper position near what may be termed the
““pivotal ” line of the book. This rod 2 is of
course designed mmeh to provide pivotal
supports for the arms 5 and 6, and there are

various ways 1n which such Supports may be
held in proper operative position. For in-
stance, 1 have shown in Fig. 3 a spring-rod
10, bent substanthllv parallel to 1tself at each
extremmv, which 1s flattened to paraliel the
planes of the pages. The elasticity of this
rod 10’ enables the returning portions 12 and
12’ to be easily spread apart and inserted at
opposite ends of the book between pages at

substantially the middle thereot. Projecting

members 13 and 14 may be secured 1n any
suitable manner to the inwardly-bent extremi-
ties 12 and 12’ of said rod to similarly pro-
vide pivotal supports for the arms 5 and 6.
It will be apparent that either form of de-
vice may be provided with simple projections
13 and 14, as shown in Fig. 3, or 13" and 14,
as shown in Fig. 4, to provide pivotal sup-
ports instead of having one thereof provided
with a returning extension 4', as shown in
Fig. 2, the length of the projection prevent-
ing accidental dislodgment of the arms. At-
tention is also called to the fact that the bend
9, shown at the extremity of the member 4,
would be equally effective at the extremity
of the upper projection 3. It will be appar-
ent, furthermore, that the pivoted markers,
which comprise the strip 7 and its support-
ing-arms, may be provided in many ways with
means for indicating the number of the page
to which each is designed to facilitate refer-
ence or other memoranda, title, or the like.
A simple manner of carrying out this idea 1s
illustrated in Fig. 5, wherein oppositely-
pointing lugs 15 and 16 are shown stamped
up from the st11p 7, adapted to engage and
retain a card 17, bearing suitable wo rds nu-
merals, or other characters. This card may
be easily removed and replaced at any time.
In operating my device the supporting-
rod 2 (or the inbent extremities 12 and 12’
of the spring-rod 10") is first inserted between
the pages of the book, at substantially the
middle thereof and as near the bound edges
of said pages as is permitted by the binding.
It the form "

shown 1n Figs. 1 and 2 is em-

ployed, a rubber band, a piece of twine, or

similar means may be employed to keep the
rod in place. When it is desired to mark a

certain page for future reference, one of the
markers proper is taken and the apertl,ne 1N
the arm 6 thereof over the bend 9 and upon
the portion 4" of the rod 2. The bend 9 re-
taining the arm 6 in place, the arm 5 1s then
sprung over the projection 3. The marker
is then in place and no further attention need
be paid thereto. When another page is
reached to which it 1s desired to subsequently
refer, another marker 1s mounted upon the
rod in a precisely similar manner, an opera-
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tion which isrepeated until all references have
been marked in this manner, when the book
may be closed. “All of the markers should
then be pushed to their uppermost positions
on the rod 2. KEach page desired may then

be readily referred to consecutively by rst
pushing down to its lowermost position the
marlker nearest the party using the book, at
which time the book and dewce will have the
appearance mrhcated in Fig. 1. As each sub-
sequent page is desired the nearest ralsed
marker is pushed down, so that at any time
the book may be closed and laid to one side
and still indicate which pages have been re-
férred to and which vet remain for reterence.

Many modifications of minor details of my
improved book-mark will doubtless readily
sugoest themselves to those skilled 1n the art
to which it appertains, and I therefore do not
desire to limit my invention to the specific con-
struction herein shown and described.

Having thusdeseribed my invention, 1 claim
asnew and desiretosecure by Letters Patent—

1. In a book-mark, the combination of a
pair of pivot-rods, means for removably se-
curing said rods to a bound volume to form
substantially continuations of the rotary axis
of the leaves of said volume, and a frame ro-
tatable on said pivots, said frame being elas-
tically yielding and removable from said piv-
ots by springing the connecting portions
thereof. _ |

9. Inabook-mark, the combination, with a
support flattened to conveniently interpose
contiguous leaves of a bound volume and hav-
ing an elongated pivot projecting from each
end thereof, of a frame having elastically-
vielding connection with said pivots and rota-
table thereon, said frame being removable
from said pivots by springing the connecting
portions thereot.

3. In a book-mark, the combination of a
pair of pivot-rods, means for removably se-
curing the same to a bound volume to form
substantially continuations of the rotary axis
of the leaves of said volume, a member hav-
ing arms loosely mounted on said rods, and
means for retaining said member on said rods
without preventing removal by springing said
ATINIS.

4. In a book-mark, the combination of a
pair of pivot-rods, means for removably se-
curing the same to a bound volume to form
substantially continuations of the rotary axis
of the leaves of said volume, a member hav-
ing arms mounted on said rods and having re-
tary and limited longitudinal movement there-
on, and means for retaining said member on
sald rods without preventing removal by
springing sald arms.

5. In a book-mark, the combination, with a
support and means for removably securing
said support to a bound volume with a por-
tion of said support interposing contiguous
leaves of said volume and said interposed por-
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tion being flattened to be non-interferent with In testimony of the foregoing I have here-
complete closure, of a frame having both piv- | unto set my hand in the presence of two wit-
otal and llongitudilnal movement 0‘1111 sald sup- | nesses.

»ort, sald frame having a similarly-flattened TN T S
%)m*-tion to interpose cm?tiguous leaﬁes of said GRORGE L. VAN BUREN.
volume, and means for retaining said frame Witnesses:

upon said support without preventing re- JusTiy D. BOwWERSOCK,
moval by springing said frame. JamMes W. . Perers.
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