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To bl whom 16 muay concern:

Be it known that I, Cmarres A. CoucH, of
the city and county of Worcester and State of
Massachusetts, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Garment-Fastenings:
and I do hereby declare that the following is
a full, clear, and exact description thereof, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
nms formmcr a part of this spemhmtmn., and
in which—

Figure 1 represents the lower part of a cor-
set with one of my said improved hose-sup-
porter fastenings attached thereto; and Figs.
2 and 3 represent, upon an enl@rﬁed bcr_ﬂej a
perspective view : and ]ongltudlml section, re-
spectively, of said garment-fastening.

My invention relates to devices for attach-
ing the upper end of the elastic portion of a
hose-supporter to the lower part of the corset,
the object thereof being to dispense with the
use ot safety-pins, of sewing the elastic to the
corset, or other means of fastening heretofore
emploved

To enable others to better understand the
nature and purpose of my said invention, I
will now proceed to describe it more in detail
with reference to the accompanying drawings
and letters of reference thereon. |

In said drawings, A represents the lower
part of an ordinary corset, I3 the usual hose-
supporter, and Cmy improved spring holding
device attached thereto. Said hose-supporter
comprises, as usual, the elastic band ¢, com-
monly made in practice with two branches at
the bottom, with a fastening device on the
lower end of each for attachment to the upper
end of the hose. The same not constituting a
part of my invention is not shown.

My improved spring holding device com-
prises the body 4, the spring-hook ¢, spring-
ears & ¢, the means for fastening the device

to the corset, and an eye or loop e, attached
to the upper end of the elastic band « and

adapted to be fitted over said spring-hook ¢,
as 18 shown 1n the drawings.

The means for attdchmg the device to the
corset consists of a central tongue f, designed
to lie against the front edge of the corset, and

two longitudinal flanges ¢ ¢, one at each side

thereof, adapted to lie against the inner edge
of said corset when the device 1s fitted there-
to. Sald tongue and flanges curve outward
a little at their bases, where they join body

b, and inwardly toward each other in direc-
tions at right angles to the body at their outer
ends ¢’ ¢', as is shown 1n Fig. 3, for the pur-
pose of forming clamping-jaws to fasten the
device to the corset. To facilitate said hold-
Ing operation, said tongue and flanges are each
provided at various points on their surface

with Inwardly-projecting spurs A, arranged

at an angle pointing toward the body of the
device, so that in drawing thereupon they will
pierce the fabric of the corset and securely
hold the device from pulling off. 1 do not,
of course, limit myself to the number of said
spurred tongues and flanges in practice.

The spurred tongue and flanges while de-
signed to fasten the device permanently to the
corset may be sprung apart, the device pushed

back a little to withdraw the spurs, and the

device then Ief:ulllv removed from the corset,
if desired. |

The device, as previously stated, is in prac-
tice made of tempered steel, so as to hold the
fastening tongue and Hanges in their proper
positions against the corset and to also hold
the hook ¢ and ears ¢ ¢ in their proper nor-
mal positions and at the same time permit
them to be sprung out of said normal posi-
tlons in fitting the eye or loop ¢ over the hoolk.
In performing said operation the upper end
thereof is slipped over the upper end of said
hook, then forced down between said hook and
the spring-ears ¢ «, the latter yielding back-
ward to permit the eye or hook to pass down
by them and then springing forward 1nto po-

sition over the same to hold it from acciden-

tally becoming disengaged from the hook.
To facilitate said operation, the eye or loop is

preferably made in curved form, concave upon

1ts face, as 1s shown in Figs. 3and 4, so that 1t
may be more easily applied over the top end
of the hook, and also to more securely hold it
in position and admit of free lateral swinging
movements after having been applied. The
bottom of the eye or loop piece is provided
with a transverse slot #, through which to pass
the end of theelastic band and then fasten the
same by sewing or otherwise. Sald eye or
loop 1s pluiemblv made of sheet metal; but
as 1t 1s not essentlial to the carrying out, of
my Invention I do not limit myself thereto.
By the construction shown and described a
unique and perfect fastening is provided,
adapted to be easily attached to the corset,
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and when attached is held securely from be-
ing accidentally disengaged. No protruding
parts are formed on the device for clothing
to catch upon, and the elastic being suspended
by an eye from a hookallows ot a free lateral
action of the parts to conform with the move-
ments of the wearer. |

~The device is simple 1n construction, strong,
durable, and not likely to get out of order
and may be placed upon the market at a mere
nominal cost to the manufacturer and user.
It dispenses with the present crude method
of fastening by means of safety-pins and the
inconvenient slow operation of sewing the
elastic to the corset so commonly employed,
thus saving in time as well as expense.

Having now described my invention, what

T claim therein as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, 1s—

1. A garment-fastening for hose-support-

ers, comprising in combinationacentral body,
having a tongue and flanges which fit over the
inner and outer edges of the corset or other
supporting part, sald flanges being provided
with a series of inwardly-projecting, sharp
spurs, pointing toward said body, said body
also being providet at the opposite end from
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the aforesaid tongue and flanges with a cen-
tral hook, and with spring-ears at the sides
thereof, and an eye or loop part adapted to
be sprung down past said spring-ears into the
aforesaid hook, said eye or loop part being
provided with means whereby the hose-sup-
porter may be attached thereto, substantially

as sef, forth.

9. Inagarment-fastening for hose-support-
ers, the body part 6, having the central tongue
£ and flanges ¢ g, at one end, each provided
with a series of inwardly-projecting sharp
spurs pointing toward said body, said tongue
being adapted to fit over one side of the edge
of the corset and the flanges over the other
side of said edge to grip and form a strong
hold upon the corset between them, said body
also being provided with a central hook at
the opposite end from said tongue and fanges,
and spring-ears at each side thereof, all made
of one integral piece of sheet metal, substan-
tially as set forth. |

CHARLES A. COUCH.

Witnesses:
A1LBERT A. BARKER,
EvERETT N. BARKER.
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