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1o all whom it may concern:
Beitknown that I, SAmuEeLJ. BrROownN, a citi-

zen of the United States, residing at Kkron,

1in the county of Meade and State of Kentucky,
have invented a new and useful Folding Crate
or Box, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

This invention relates to folding crates or
boxes, and has for its object to provide a sim-
ply-constructed and easily-operated recepta-
cle of this character having novel features of
construction and arrangement of parts; and
the invention consists in certain novel fea-
tures of construction, as hereinafter shown and
deseribed, and specified in the claims.

In the drawings illustrative of the inven-
tion, iIn which corresponding parts are denoted
by hke designating characters, Figure 1 is a
perspective view of the 1mproved dewce set,
up, and Fig. 2 1s a similar view of the device
collapsed or folded. Figs. 3 and 4 are sec-
tional details of the means for locking the de-
vice open or closed. Fig. 5 1s a perspective
view of the device set up with the cover re-
moved. Klg. 6isa collective detail view of the
parts comprising the central sealing means.

Fig. 7is a sectional detail of one of the hinges

between the folding sides and ends and the
base.

the cover members

The improved device con51sts of a base mem-
ber 10, having transverse cleats 11 12 at the
ends, and between these cleats the side mem-
bers are foldably disposed, as shown. The
side members consist of spaced longitudinal
slats 13 and transverse ribs 14, the latter
hinged by one end to the base member, as at
15, and with their upper ends extending in
advance of the outermost of the slats 13, as
shown at 16. As many of the slats and ribs
may be employed as required, depending on
the size of crate desired; but for the purpose
of 1llustration three slats and three transverse
ribs are shown. The width of the base mem-
ber 13 and the ribs 14 should be so propor-
tioned that when the side members are folded
inward upon the base member they will not
overlap, and the cleats 11 12 should be as high
as the combined thickness of the slats 13 and
ribs 14, as will be obvious. The end mem-
bers of the crate are formed of longitudinal
slats 17 and transverse ribs 18, the ribs hinged
to the cleats 11 and 12 in the same manner as

Fig. 8 1s a perspective detall view, on |
an enlarg ed scale, showing a portion of one of

the ribs 14 are hinged to the base 10. The
transverse ribs. are provided with spring-
catches 17, one only being shown in Fig. 5,
which are deswned to engage the side mem-

bers and hold them against nward yielding.

These spring-catches are adapted to be pressed
inward against the transverse ribs when the
sidé members are to be collapsed. It will be
noted that the lowermost of the side slats rest
directly upon base member 10, so that no crev-
ices remain at the sides through which the legs
or feet of fowls can pass, and thus become in-
Jured when the crate is employed for ship-
ping poultry, while the cleats 11 12 serve the
same purpose at the ends. By this arrange-
ment of parts shown the side members are
foldable iInward upon the base member 10 and
the end members foldable over the folded side

-members, as shown in Fig. 2.

The upper slats 17 of the end members are
provided, respectively, with central recesses
20 21 and the recesses provided with hinged
loops of wire 22 23, adapted when elevated to
register with the recesses. The loops 22 23
are disposed interiorly of the end members,
and attached to the lower or hinged edges of
the end members exteriorly thereof are simi-
lar loops 24 25, the object of the loops to be
hereinafter exp]amed

The cover member is formed of longitudi-
nal-spaced slats 26, connected at their ends by
transverse cleats 27 28, the latter depending
beyond the upper slats 17 of the end mem-
bers when the latter are distended, as shown
in Fig. 1. The outer slats of the cover mem-
ber are provided with recesses 29, in which
the projecting ends 16 of the ribs 14 extend
when the cover is in position, and each of these
recesses will be provided with oppositely-dis-
posed clefts to receive metal stop-plates 30 to
form closures to the recesses, as shown, the
plates being held in position by natlsorscrews,
as indicated at 31.

The cover member is provided with a cen-
tral transverse rib 32, and centrally of this
rib is a depression or recess 33, and in the end
cleats 27 98 similar recesses 34 are formed,
one only being shown in Fig. 2. Metal strlps
37 are inserted between the cleats 27 28 and
the slats 26, adjacent to the recesses 34, to form
closures thereto and transform them into ap-

ertures to confine a lock-bar 86 and hold the

cover member in position. The recesses 33
and 34 are in longitudinal alinement and will
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also come in alinement with the recesses 20 21
and loops 22 23 when the cover 1s in position
upon the extended receptacle, as in Kig. 1, the
alined and registering loops and recesses pro-
viding means for the reception of a locking-
bar 36, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2. By this
simple means when the parts are distended
and -the locking - bar inserted the whole 1s
irmly supported and prevented from collaps-

ing so long as the bar is in position. To pre-.

vent the accidental or surreptitious removal
of the bar and the premature opening of the
crate, the recess 33 and the center of the bar
36 are provided with registering apertures
37238, through which a ““seal” or lock, as 39,
of approved form may be passed. |
When the crate is to be collapsed or folded,
the bar 36 is removed, the cover detached, and
the sides and ends folded inward, this action
bringing the loops 24 25 in position opposite
the path of the bar 36, and by inserting the
bar through these loops means are provided
for locking the crate in its collapsed position,
the apertures 37* 38" being available for ap-
plying a lock or seal both to the closed and
open crate, as will be obvious. |
The crate may be employed for shipping
poultry, fruit, vegetables, or any desired prod-
uce or merchandise and may be constructed
in any required size and of any required ma-
terial and may be formed with slotted or
closed sides, as may be found advantageous.
Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim is— |
1. In a folding crate or box, side and end
members foldableinwardly into superimposed
position and provided with transverse recesses
and swinging loops for registration with said
recesses, a cover member for engagement with
said side and end members when set up and
having apertures corresponding with said re-
cesses and swinging loops, and with a trans-

verse rib having a recess disposed in longl-
tudinal alinement with the recess in said end
members and provided with a transverse ap-

erture, and alocking-bar for engagement with

said recesses and apertures and loops and hav-
ing a transverse aperture for registration with
the aperture in said transverse rib, said reg-
istering apertures providing means for the
application of a sealing member, substantially
as described.

9. In a folding crate or box, side and end
members separable at the corners and toldable
inwardly, said side members having spaced
projections at their free edges, in combina-
tion with a cover member having spaced re-
cesses in the side edges to receive said pro-
jections, and with oppositely-disposed clefts
in said recesses to receive metal stop-stripsin
advance of said projections, substantially as
described. |

3. In a folding crate or box, side and end
members foldable inwardly into superimposed
position and provided with transverse recesses
and swinging loops for registration with said

recesses upon the inner surfaces of said end

members, swinging loops carried by the lower
outer edges of said end members for exten-
sion in advance of their outer surfaces, a cover
member for engagement with said side and
end members when folded and having a cen-
tral longitudinal recess, and a locking-bar tor
engagement with the longitudinal recess and
said outwardly-extending loops, whereby said
crate or box may be locked in its closed posi-
tion. substantially as described. |
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature 1n
the presence of two witnesses.
SAMUEL J. BROWN.
Witnesses: | |
A. . GUEDRY,
C. H. MiLis.
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