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o all wham it ma,y COnCern: .
- Beit known that I, AurreED H. JONES, amtl-

~ zen of the United Stetes., residing at Brook—-.
~ lyn, in the county of Kings and State of New

York, have 1nvented certain new and useful
Improvements in  Hitch -Blocks for Lines,
Ropes, Cables, and the Like, of which the
~following is a a_specification, such as will en-
~able those skilled in the art to which it apper-
tains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to hitch-blocks for

.r0pes, lines, cables, and the like; and the ob-

ject thereof 1is to prowde an 1mproved device
of this class which' is particularly designed

for use on yachts end other vessels, but which

may also be used in connection with clothes-

lines, such as are mounted on pulleys, and

‘may be moved around in the operation of
suspending clothes and other articles there-
1rom, a further object being to provide a de-

vice of this class by means of which the slack

In a rope, line, or cable may be convemently
taken up whenever desired.
~ The invention is fully disclosed in the fol-
lewmﬂ' speclfication, of which the ‘accompa-
nying drawmo's form a part, in which the sep-
arate parts of my improvement are desmneted
by suitable reference cha,raeters in each of the
views, and in which— -

Figure 1 is
hitch- block: Fw 2, a bottom plan view there-

of; Fig. 3, a view similar to Fig. 1, showing
the method of connecting one end of a rope,

line, or cable of my improved hitch-block;
Kig. 4, a view similar to Fig. 1, but showmcr
my 1mproved hitch-block as deswned particu-
~ larly for use in connectlon with a clothes-hne
- Fig. 5,a plan view thereof; and Fig. 6 a view
similar to Fig. 4, but showmcr the method of
connecting a lme with the hitch- block.

In the practice of my invention, reference
being made to Figs. 1 to 3, inclusive, I pro-

V1de a, hltch-block compmsmu‘ a central block-

shaped body portion ¢, and in the following
description for the purpose of convenience
one side of this device will be called the
“front” side and the other the *
One eénd of the block ¢ is prowded with a
projecting loop—shaped member ¢* and a luo*
or projection &’, between which is a recess ¢,
and the front rﬂde of the block ¢ 1s provided
with atrensverse groove & at right angles to
the member ¢* and with a horlzonta,l groove
o at right angles to the grooves ¢° and cor-
mumcetmcr therewith and with the recess a’.
The centra,l body portion o is also provided

a slde view of my immproved

“back?” side.

at the end opposite the lutr or prOJectlon o
and the loop-shaped member a and in line
with the lug or projection ¢’ with an out-

wardly- directed hook-shaped member b, the
‘end of which eéxtends substantially trans-

versely of the central portion « and at richt

“angles to the loop-shaped member o and the
front side of which is provided with a recess
?°, and the end of the part #* of the hook-
* shaped member 4 is directed backwardly to
form a projection 4%, and as thus constructed
1t will be seen that the hook-shaped member

b, together with the part ¢, forms a deep re-

cess 55 which opens at right angles to the re-
cess ¢ end substantially parallel with the
-groove o, and the said body portion @ is pro-

vided in the edge thereof a,dja,cent to the re-

cess #° with a tr&nsverse recess &', whmh com-

municates with the transverse groove .
The loop- sheped member ¢° is preferahlv
provided with a ring ¢, with which in practice

one end of the rope, lme or cable may be con-

nected, said end being shown at d in Fig. 3

and mdleeted in dotted lines in Fig. 2. The

sald end of the rope, line, or cable i is passed
forwardly through the recess #°, formed by
the hook-shaped member 5, and across the
front of the central portion o of the hitch-
block, through the groove ¢’ and through the
recess o', and backwardly around the base of
the loop—ehaped member ct and through the
recess o' and the groove ¢, as clearly shown
in Kig. 3. When sald end of the line is con-

‘nected with the hitch- block in this manner, it

will be securely held, and any slack therein
may be taken up by pullmg on the end &7,
the rope, line, or cable being also at the same
time moved through the recess 4° by hand in
the direction of the arrow x. It will be un-

derstood, of course, that an independent rope,

line, or cable may be threaded with the loop-
sha,ped member ¢° and another rope, line, or
cable may be threaded through the hitch-
block, as shown in Fig. 3, a,nd my improve-
ment may be applied for any of the purposes
for which such devices are now used on Shlp-
board or in other relations. -
In Figs. 4 to 5, inclusive, I have shown a
modlﬁeetlon in Wthh the hitch-block is par-
ticularly designed for use in connection with
clothes-lines, and in this form of construction
the hitch- block consists of a central portion
¢, provided at one end and at the one side

thereof with an arm ¢, having a ring or eye B

¢, and at the 0pp081te end and at the same

side thereof mth a hook member ¢*, the hook
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portion of which projects transversely of the
“central portion ¢ and is provided with a back-
wardly - directed projection ¢. The central
portion ¢ 18 also provided in the front side
thereof with a transverse groove ¢’, and the
end thereof, with which the arm ¢ is con-
nected, is also provided with a projection ¢’
on the side opposite said arm, by means of
which a deep recess ¢ is formed, and the op-
posite end of the block ¢ is provided on the
same side as the projection ¢ with a shorter
projection ¢’, by means of which a deep recess
£ 1s formed between the hook member ¢ and
the adjacent end of the block, and the projec-
tions ¢' and ¢ form a recess ¢ 1n the side of
the block with which said projections are con-
nected and with which the transverse groove
¢’ commumcateq and the base of t_he hoolk
member ¢ adjacent to the central portion ¢
of the hitch-block 1s provided in the front
side thereof with a transverse groove /%, which
also extends across the top of the base of sald
hook member. -

In Kig. 6 I have shown at 2 one end portlon
of a clothes—lme and at ¢° the other end por-
tion thereof, and in practice the end portion
¢ of the line is connected with the arm £ in the
usual manner, or as shown in said figure, while
the other end portion ¢ thereof is threaded
through the recess £, back of the hook mem-
ber ¢*, across the front of the central portion ¢
of the hitch-block and lonwitudinally thereoft,
and backwardly throucrh the recess ¢, around

the projection ¢, and transversely of the

central portion ¢, through the groove ¢, as

clearly shown in Kig. 6. This method of
connecting the end portion 4° of the line with
the hitch-block forms a safe and sure connec-
tion, and any slack in the line may be taken
up by pulling on the end 2* of the part 7° of

the said line, and, if desired, the end 7% of the

line may be pulled farther through and passed
around the hiteh - block or around the base
portion ot the hook member ¢ and that part
of the line ¢* which passes therethrough and
secured by a half-hitch or other knot, so as to
prevent said end portion of the line from be-
ing disconnected from the hitch-block under

any circumstances, which might oceur if con- -

siderable slack at any time occurred in the end

portion ¢° of the line.

- 1t will be apparent that my improved hitch-

block in one of its forms may be used wher-
everdevices of this class are required, and the

~said hitch-block may be made of any desired

dimensions and may thus be adapted to rope,
lines, or cables of any size.

Having fully deseribed my invention, what |

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s—

1. A hitch-block,comprising acentral block-
shaped body portion provided in the frontside
thereof with a transverse groove, and at one
end with a projecting loop or eye member and

a-lug or projection between which is a deep
recess, the other end of the central bod y por-
tion being provided with a hook member con-
nected therewith on the same side edge there-
of as said lug or projection and the hook por-
tion of which extends transversely of the body
portion and is provided at its end with a back-
wardly-directed projection, substantially as
shown and described.

2. A hitch-block,comprising a central block-
shaped body portion provided in the front side
thereof with a transverse groove, and at one
end with a projecting loop or eye member and
a lug or projection between which is a deep
recess, the other end of the central body por-

tion being provided with a hoolt member con-

nected therewith on the same side edge there-
of as said lug or projection and the hook por-
tion of which extends transversely of the body
portion and i1s provided atits end with a back-
wardly-directed projection, the body portion
being also provided in the front side thereof
with a longitudinal groove which extends be-

tween said deep recess and the transverse
oroove, substantially as shown and described.

3. A hitch-block, comprising a central block
or body portion provided in the front side
thereof with a transverse groove, and at one
end with a projecting loop or eye member and
a lug or projection between which is a deep
recess, the other end of the central body por-
tion being provided with a hook member con-
nected therewith on the same side edge there-
of assald lug or projection and the hook por-
tion of which extends transversely of the body
portion and 1s provided at its end with a back-
wardly-directed projection, the body portion
being also provided in the front side thereof
with a longitudinal groove which extends he-
tween said deep recess and the transverse
groove, and 1n the side thereof opposite said
luo“ or projection with a recess which commu-
nwates with said transverse groove, substan-
tially as shown and described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed my name, in pres-
ence of the subscribing witnesses, this 2d day

of August, 1904.
ALFRED H. JONES.
Witnesses:

C. d. KLEIN,
F. A. STEWART.
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