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To all whom it may CONCer:

Be it known that I, ELt PACKER, a 01tlzenf

of the United States, I‘BSJdlI]U a,t_Des Moines,
in the county of Polk and State of Iowa, have

invented a new and useful Flat-Metal Flemble'

Floor-Mat, of which the followmo* 1S a spem-
fication. -

My object is to construct and combme four-

sided closed links made of single pieces of

flat metal and links of different forms by
means of strands of fine wire twisted together

in such a manner that no two links of the

- complete mat will be rigidly connected and
that there will be a limited degree of flexure
between each link relative to the other pieces
with which it contacts, so that there will be
lines of flexure across the mat betweén rows
of the pieces extending at right angles across

~ the mat in such a manner that the complete

mat will readily adjust itself to an uneven
-~ surface and also readily rolled up compactly

to facilitate handling, packing, stormg., and'

shipping.

My invention consmts in the construetmn
arrangement, and combination of the links, as
hereinafter set forth, pointed outin my claims,
a,nd 1llustrated in the accompanmno‘drawm s,
in which— -

Figure 11sa perspectwe view of one of the
four-sided closed links made of a single piece
of flat metal by bending it into quadmnﬁ'ular
shape, as shown Fw 9 shows a modifica-
tion of Fig. 1 promded with notches in its
edges at one end and adapted for fastening
'the ends of wires: thereto advantaweouslv
Fig. 3 is a perspective view of a piece ot flat
metal having an end portion bent into rectan-
gles toadapt it to be placed between four-sided

closed links, as shown in Fig. 6 and as required

~ to finish the sides of the mat that is composed
of closed links to resist weight pressed upon
it. BV alternating the closed links and open

- links in side rows strawht edges are produced -
- from end to end, a result tha,t cannot be ac-

complished by means of the four-sided closed
links alone. "Figs. 4 and 5 show forms of
links adapted to serve for finishing the sides

of a mat by passing the wire stmnds through |

them, and thereby connecting rows of lmks

: towether securely and producmcr parallel fin-
ished edges. FKig. 6 is atop view of the com- |
plete mat and shows the positions of all the-

different forms of links relative to each other.
The letter ¢ designates a single length of

flat metal of uniform width bent into quadmn-'
- oular shape and its ends placed in overlying

and contacting,- position at one corner and
provided with coinciding apertures at the end

_portmns of the parallel sides in such a man-

ner as to produce afour-sided closed link that
wires can be passed through the apertures as
required for pivotally connecting rows of links
of different forms, as shown in Fw‘ 6. to pro-

duce a neat, strong., and durable ﬂemble_mab -

The letter ¢ designates the form of link
shown in Fig. 3, f the form Shown in Flg 4,
and g the form shown 1in Kig.

The modification of the four-SIded closed

link shown in Fig. 21s perforated in the same

manner as_the't)ne shown in Fig. 1, but pro-
vided with notches 4 in the edges of its closed

end to admit a strand of wire to be wrapped

around it and fastened without allowing the
wire to project beyond the width of the flat
metal on the opposite sides of the notches.

To pivotally connect the links, wires -are
extended throuorh the coinciding apertures,
as shown in Fw 6, and their ends coiled
ground the notched parts and embedded in

| the notches and the ends of the wires termi-

nated on their inside flat faces, so that they
can be readily soldered together and securely
fastened to the flat metal. The different forms

of links thus flexibly connected will resist lat- .

eral pressure from all directions, and therefore
cannot by foot-pressure be ch:.mged in shape
Or dlSplaGed relative to each other in the mat
to impair the ornamental appearance or effi-
ciency.of the maft. | - |

It is obvious that contiguous rows of four-

sided closed links at the sides cannot be piv-

otally connected by means of wire and that

the links that are bent at right angles at one

end only are advantao*eously placed between
the four-sided closed links and contact along

their entire lengths with the four-sided closed

links to mutually support each other and to
jointly resist heavy pressure.
Having thus described the purpose and con-

struction of my invention, its practical oper-.

ation and utility will be readily understood
by persons familiar w1th the art to Whlch it

pertains.

“What. I claim as new, and desn'e to secure
by Letters Patent, is— | -

1. A flexible- met&l mat compmsmw pleces
of flat metal bent into quadrangular shape to

produce four-sided closed links, the parallel

sides being provided near their ends with
COIHCldIHG‘ perforations, corresponding links

provided “Wwith notches in their edges, pieces

of flat metal bent into right angles at one end
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portion only and provided with perforations,
pleces of flat metal bent laterally at their cen-
tral portions and perforated at their ends and
central portions and a single length of wire ex-
tended through the perforations in the differ-
ent links and fastened in said notches, as shown
and described for the purposes stated.

2. In a flexible mat of the class herein de-
scribed, a series of skeleton and substantially
rectangular links, arranged in a series of rows,
the series of links in one row alternating with
the series of links in the next adjacent row,
and with the ends of one series of links lap-
ping past the ends of the next adjacent series,
and means for connecting the adjoining ends
ot the links together in a pivotal manner, sub-
stantially as set forth.

3. In a flexible mat of the class herein de-

scribed, a series of skeleton and substantially

rectangular links, arranged in a seriesof rows,
the series of linksin one row alternating with
the series of links in the next adjacent row,
and with the ends of one series of links lap-
ping past the ends of the next adjacent series,
a series of border-links closing the gaps he-
tween the border series of rectangular links
aforesald, and means for connecting the ad-
joining ends of the links together. substan-
tially as set forth.

s KL1I PACKIR.

Witnhesses:

R. H. Orwre,
TroMAS (5. OrwWIig.
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