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To all whom it ma J COTLCETT

~ BeitknownthatI, HENRY S. HOPKINS a citi- |
zen of the United _St&tes, residing at Bain-

bridge, in the county of Chenangoand State |

of New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Kile-Cabinets; and I
dodeclare the following to be a full, clear, and

~ exact description of the invention, such as will

“enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to malke and use the same.

This invention Ielates to lmprovements in

file-cabinets.

The ob]ect of the 1nvent10n 1s to promde aQ

cabinet of this character which will occupy
but a minimum amount of floor-space and at

the same time Wlll hold a mammum number-

of files.

Another object is to prowde a cabinet in
which easy access may be had to the files con-
tained therein. |

A further ob]ect is to promde an 1mproved
construction of file-holding drawers to be
used in the cabinet. -

With the above and other objects in view
“the invention consists of certain novel features
of construction, comblndtlon and arrange-
ment of parts, as will be heremafter deqcrlbed
and claimed. -

In the accompan Vmﬁ' drawmﬂs, Figure 1 is |

a front elevation of a cabinet constr-ucted n
accordance with the invention. TFig. 2 is a
vertical sectlonal view ot the same. FIO‘ 3 1S
a detail view of the upper end of the cabinet
- and a portion of the file-carrying mechanism,
the front of the cabinet being removed. Fig.
- 4 1s a horizontal sectional view through the
~ lower end of the cabinet. Fig. 5 is an end
elev ation of one of the drawer-holding cases.
- Fig. 6 is a detall sectional VleW_thI'OllO“h one
of the file-holding drawers, and Fig.' 7T1s a

similar view taken at right angles to Fig. 6.

Referring more p&rtlcula,rly to the dra,w—
- ings, 1 denotes a cabinet which may be of any
suitable shape or design and is here shown as
of vertical or IlpI‘lD‘ht construction.
cabinet 1, near the upper and lower ends of

the same, are journaled upper and lower hori-
On the
upper shaft 2, near the opposite sides of the
cabinet, is secured a pair of sprocket-wheels

zontally-— disposed shafts 2 and 3.

4. On the shaft at the lower end of the cabi-

" net is arranged a pair of stmilarly-mounted.

sprocket-wheels 5. The wheels 4 and 5 are
in alinement, and around the same are adapted
to pass endless sprocket-chains 6.

Between the chains 6 and pivotally sus-

as ShOWI]
nected to the chain in any suitable manner,

shatt 8 of said wheels.

In the

pended or connected to the same are a series .
of rectangularly -shaped oblong file-drawer
cases 7, which are spaced apart on said chains,
The cases 7 may be pivotally con-

but are here shown as provided with sus-
pending-bars 8, the lower ends of which are
connected to the ends of the cases 7, below

the upper edges of the same, the upper ends
of said bars 8 being pwotallgr connected to
speclally - formed Tinks on. the sprocket-

chains 6. The sprocket-wheels 4 and 5 are of
sufficient size to permit the cases to pass

readily from the front to the rear of the cabi-

net over the upper shaft 2 and under the lower
On the upper outer
edges of the cases 7 are hingedly mounted

Upwardlv projecting panels__@) which are

adapted to close the spaces between said cases,
whereby the outer or forward stretches of the.
chain will present the appearance of a solid
front. At the -upper end of the cabinet is
arranged a pin or other suitable means 10, by
whmh the panels 9 will be swung forwaldly
to permit the same to readily pass from the
front to the rear of the cabinet in turning at
the ends of the same. At the lower end of
the cabinet i1s arranged suitable guides 11,
whereby the panels will again be swung to an

upright position when passing from the rear.

to the front at the bottom of the cabinet.

The panels are ‘provided on each end with a

laterally - projecting pin or lug 9% which is
adapted to engage the guides 11 to bring the
panels to an UpI‘IU‘hb position. VVhen the
cases are being moved or turned downwardly
from the top to the bottom of the cabinet,

‘the horizontally- prOJectmO’ panels will be en-

ogaged by a trip-pin 10* and turned upwardly
to a vertical position just-before the same
come to the delivery-opening in the cabinet.

“In the cases 7 are arranged a series of file-

“holding drawers 12, ea,ch of which prefer-

ably consisbs of a woven-wire rectangularly-

~shaped basket or receptacle 13, the outer side
or end of which is formed c:(::lld and prefer-

ably of wood, as shown. Said outer solid

ends are provided_ with suitable “handles
‘whereby the same may be readily drawn from
the cases, which may, if desired, be provided
with partition - spaces or pweonholes to re-

ceive said drawers. The drawers 12 may be
of any suitable shape and construction to be
used 1n either a vertical or horizontal posi-
tion, sald drawers being here shown as open

on one side, whereby when the same are drawn
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from the case they may be laid flat upon a
desk or other suitable support in the form of
a tray or basket. The lower side of the bas-
ket has secured thereto feet 14, of rubber or
otheryielding material,to prevent said drawer
from scratching the surface upon which it
may be laid.

In the drawers 12, near one end of the same,
are arranged posts or pins 15, formed of wire
and having their lower ends bent or coiled
1nto engagement with the wire bottom of the
basket, as shown, the upper ends of said pins
being engaged by the tubular ends of a sulb-
stantially U-shaped clamping-bar16,the upper
end of which.is secured to aspring-wire sup-
port 16%, which 13 connected to the adjacent
side or end of the basket, as shown. Papers
or files are placed in the hasket between in-
dex-sheets which are engaged with the pins
or posts, atter which the tubular ends of the
clamping-bars 16 are engaged therewith, thus
holding said indexes and papers in place. To
turther hold the papers contained in said
drawers, a spring-arm 17 is secured to one side

or end of the basket, said spring-arm being

adapted to hold or clamp the papers together
in said drawer. |

The cabinet 1 is provided on its front side
with a delivery-opening 18, which may be of
such size and shape as to permit the file-draw-
ers to be readily removed from the cases when
the latter are brought opposite said opening,
thus permitting any of the drawers to be
quickly reached and removed when desired.

From the foregoing description, taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings,
the construction and operation of the inven-
tion will be readily understood without re-
quiring a more extended explanation.

Various changes in the form, proportion,
and the minor details of construction may be
resorted to without departing from the prin-

ciple or sacrificing any of the advantages of
this invention.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s— -

1. Inafile-holder of the character deseribed,
the combination with a cabinet, of pairs of
revolubly-mounted sprocket-wheels arranged
at the upper and lower ends of the sane, end-
less sprocket-chains arranged on said wheels,
file-drawer cases spaced apart and pivotally
mounted on said chains, panels hineedly
mounted on said cases to cover the spaces be-
tween the same, means whereby said panels
are folded down when the cases pass between
the sprocket-wheels at the top of the case, and
means whereby they are again elevated when
brought to the front of the cabinet, and file-

holding drawers arranged in said cases, sub-
stantially as described.

2. Inafile-holder of the character deseribed,
the combination with a cabinet, of an endless
supporting mechanism arranged therein, file-
drawer cases, pivotally suspended on said sup-
porting mechanism, whereby said cases may
be brought opposite a delivery-opening in
sald cabinet, file - holding drawers arranced
in sald cases, said drawers consisting of a
woven-wire basket having a solid front end,
ylelding supporting-feet arranged on said bas-
ket, file-holding pins or rods arranged in the
same, means whereby said pins are held in
place and the files held thereon, and a clamyp-
1ng-spring adapted to hold said files in place,
substantially as described.

In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-

NESSes.
HENRY S. HOPIKINS.

\Wﬁtnesses:
- H. K. J. Haamonp,
Wa. A. Vax DoRrRrEN.
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