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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES W. STIMSON,
a citizen of the United States, residing in the
city, county, and State of New York, have in-
vented certaln new and useful Improvements
1n Stocking-Supporters; and I do hereby de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to lmpxovements 1n
stocking-supporters; and it consistsin the pro-
vision, In connection with stocking-support-
ing tapes or the like, of a pad supported there-
on and arranged to be pressed thereby against
the abdomen of the wearer; in a novel ar-

rangement of said tapes in connection with

sald pad whereby downward pressure on the
abdomen 1s avoided and the abdomen is sup-
ported and repressed; ina novel construction
of said pad and a novel arrangement of the
tapes with respect thereto whereby a wide
range of adjustment is afforded, and gener-
ally in the novel features of invention here-

inafter described, and partlcularly pointed

out in the claims.

The objects of my invention are to give to
the wearer an erect carriage and a graceful
ficure, to avoid all injurious action, to both
repress and support the abdomen, t0 apply

pressure to the pad at a plurality of points so

distributed that the pad may act with substan-
tial uniformity, to permit a wide range of ad-
justment, and to make the stocking-supporter
simple, compact, and relatively inexpensive.
I will now proceed to describe my invention
with reference totheaccompanying drawings,
illustrating certain embodiments théreof, and
will then point out the novel features in
claims.
- In the said drawings, Figure 1 shows a
front view of one form of my improved stock-
ing-supporfer applied to a conventional fe-
male ficure. FKig. 2 is a detall view illustrat-
Ing an alternative feature of construction
thereof. Fig. 3 is another detail view illus-
trating a further alternative featme of con-
struction.
My improved stocking-supporter comprises
a waist-pilece 1, which is usually a belt pro-
vided with the usual buckle 2 to permit ad-
justment and facilitate the application of the
stocking-supporter. To this belt 1 are se-
~cured on opposite sides of the center line tapes
3, adapted to extend obliquely downward and
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across each other and to be secured each to a
stocking on the opposite leg of the wearer.
Other tapes 4 are secured to the belt 1, pref- -

erably, butnot necessarily, between the points

of attachment of tapes 3, and these tapes 4

are adapted to hang downward and to be se-

cured each to the stocking on the correspond-
ing leg of the wearer. These tapes serve to
support a pad 5 and also to press the same
against the abdomen of the wearer. A con-

‘venlent means of connecting the pad to the

tapes 1s to provide the pad with central slots

6, through which the tapes 8 may pass, and

with other slots 7, through which the tapes 4
may pass. It 1s not necessary to stitch the
pad to the tapes, the friction of the pad against
the tapes being sufficient to hold the pad in
proper position when once adjusted, and or-
ainarily it is desirable not to stitch the pad
to the tapes in order not to restrict the adjust-
ability of the device; but, if desired, the pad
may be stitched to the tapes 3 or to the tapes
4. or to both tapes 3 and 4, as 1illustrated in

Fig. 2.

Obviously the pad may be connected to the
tapes 1n various other manners than by pass-
ing the tapes through slots cut in the pad.
In Fig. 3 I illustrate a pad provided with
loops 8 instead of slots, through which loops
the tapes are passed; but this is only one of
various other means which may be provided
for connecting the pad and tapes Wlthout de-
parting from my invention.

The pad may be stiff or ﬂemble, as pre-
ferred.

Heretofore it has been old to employ in
stocking-supporters a front pad supported by
a waist-belt or by attachment to a corset,
from which pad hang stocking -supporting
tapes. The pull of these tapes on the pad 1s
substantially directly downward or down-
ward and to the sides. The pressure pro-
duced by the use of such pads on the ab-

domen is therefore in the main downward

and to some extent inward, and such pressure

1s exerted very close to the median line.

Furthermore, 1f the tapes of such former de-
vices be attached to the pad at the center
thereof any pressure exerted by the pad will
be substantially along its center, the edges
being relatively free, or if the tapes be at-
tached to the sides of the pad the pressure
will be exerted mainly along the side edges
of the pad, the pad then tending to bulge at
the center. This necessarily occurs because
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of the more or less flexible nature of the ma-
terial of which the pad must be formed. In
my stocking-supporter, however, the pad
does not support the stocking -supporting
tapes and does not receive any of the pull of
such tapes, but, to the contrary, the pad is
supported by the tapes and receives only the
inward and upward pressure exerted by said
tapes upon the abdomen.
- Jt is well known that downward pressure
upon the abdomen and near the center there-
of, such as may be produced by the former
- stocking-supporters above mentioned, 1s in-
jurious. Theaction of my stocking-supporter,
however, i1s quite different, the pressure upon
the pad and thence upon the abdomen being
“exerted principally by the diagonal tapes 3,
which lying as they do beneath the curve of
the abdomen act to support the same so as
to repress 1t without downward pressure.
The tapes 3 and 4 crossing as they do dis-
tribute the pressure quite umformlv over the
pad. Thus tapes 4 exert pressure near the
outer edges of the pad and tapes 3 exert pres-
sure on diagonal lines crossing the pad at or
near the center thereof.
pad at the sides or bulging of the pad in the
center 1s thereby avoided. |
As used normally, the tapes 3 will ordina-
rily be fastened to the stocking well around
toward the outside of the leg, each tape being
secured to the stocking of “the opposite leo*
These tapes will then be approximately par-
allel to the lines of the groins and the fibers

of the external obhque muscles by which the ]

abdomen is ma,m]y supported The action of
the tapes 3 i1s therefore entirely in harmony
with that of the muscles.

It will be noted that after the stocking-sup-
porter is in place the pad may be shifted up
or down to a considerable distance without
‘difficulty, this being permitted by the slots or
loops of the pad through which the tapes pass.
The lines along which pressure isapplied may
be varied W1dely to adapt the stocking-sup-
porter to different figures or for other rea-
sons by shifting the points of connection of
the tapes 8 to the stockings, and if desired
- one tape 3 may be attached to its stocking
upon the inside of the leg and the other upon
the outside of the leg and the pad thereby
shifted to a position somewhat to one side of
the median line, so that its pressure is exerted
at the side rather than at the center. Thisis
often desirable where weakness of the abdomi-
nal wall exists at one point—as, for example,
after hernia or a surgical operation or When

a tumor i1s present.

It is obvious that my stocking-supporter is
susceptible of many variations and modifica-
tions, and I do not limit myself to the particu-
lar construction and arrangement of the parts
herein illustrated and deseribed.

In another application for Letters Patent,
filed May 14, 1904, Serial No. 207,905, 1 have
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described and claimed a stocking-supporter
comprising tapes arranged as shown herein,
but without the pad, and therefore such 1n-
vention is not claimed herem

What I claim 1s—

1. Inastocking-supporter, the combination
with a waist-piece arranged to extend in front
of and across the abdomen of the wearer, and
crossing stocking-supporting tapes connected
thereto on opposite sides of the center thereof,
and each adapted, when the stocking -sup-
porter 1s in use, to extend from such point of
connection obliquely downward and across
the abdomen to the opposite stocking of the
wearer, of a pad mounted on said tapes and
arrano*ed to be pressed thereby against the
body of the wearer.

9. Inastocking-supporter, the combination
with a waist-piece arranged to extend in front
of and across the abdomen of the wearer, and
two crossing stocking-supporting tapes, each
obliquely secured to said waist-plece on one
side of the center thereof and adapted. at 1its
lower end for connection to the opposite stock-
ing of the wearer, said tapes adapted when the
stocking-supporter 1s 1n use to extend from
such points of connection to the waist-piece
obliquely downward and across the abdomen
to the opposite stocking of the wearer, of a
pad mounted on said tapes and arranged to
be pressed thereby against the body of the
wearer.

3. Inastocking-supporter, the combination
with a waist-piece, crossing stocking-support-

ing tapes connected thereto on opposite sides

of the center thereof, and each adapted, when
the stocking-supporter 1s in use, to extend
from such pointof connection obliquely down-
ward to the opposite stocking of the wearer,
and other stocking-supporting tapes likewise
connected to said waist-plece on opposite sides
of the center thereof, but each adapted for
connection to the corresponding stocking of
the wearer, of a pad mounted on sald tapes
and arranged to be pressed thereby against
the body of the wearer.

4, Inastocking-supporter, the combination
with a waist-piece, two crossing stocking-sup-

porting tapes, each obliquely secured to said

walst-plece on one side of the center thereof
and adapted at its lower end for connection.
to the opposite stocking of the wearer, and
other stocking-supporting tapes likewise con-
nected to said waist-piece on opposite sides of
the center thereof, but each adapted for con-
nection to the corresponding stocking of the
wearer, of a pad mounted on sald tapes and
arrano'ed to be pressed thereby against the
body of the wearer.

5. In astocking-supporter, the combination
with a waist-piece, crossing stocking-support-
ing tapes connected thereto on opposite sides
of the center thereof, and each adapted, when
the stocking-supporter is in use, to extend
from such point of connection obliquely down-
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ward to the opposite stocking of the wearer,

and other stocking-supporting tapes secured
to the walst-piece on opposite sides of the
center thereof, crossing said first-mentioned
tapes, and adapted each for connection to the
corresponding stocking of the wearer, of a
pad mounted on said tapes and arranged to
be pressed thereby against the bodV of the
wearer.

6. Ina Stgckmg—s upporter, the combination
with a waist-piece, two crossing stocking-sup-

porting tapes, each obliquely secured to said

walst-piece on one side of the center thereof

and adapted at its lower end for connection

to the opposite stocking of the wearer, and
other stocking-supporting tapes, secured to
the walst-piece on opposite sides of the cen-
ter thereof, crossing said first - mentioned
tapes, and adapted each for connection to the
corresponding stocking of the wearer, of a
pad mounted on said tapes and arranged to
be pressed thereby against the body of the
wearer.

7. Inastocking-suppor ter, the combination

with a waist-belt, and crossing stocking-sup-
porting tapes Secured thereto on opposite sides
of the center thereof and each extending there-
from in adirection approximately parallel to
the lines of the groin to the opposite stock-
ing of the wearer and crossing below said
belt, of a pad mounted on said tapes and ar-
ranged to be pressed thereby against the body
of the wearer.

8. Inastocking-supporter, the combination
with a waist-belt, two crossing stocking-sup-
porting tapes secured thereto and each adapt-
ed toextend therefrom in a directionapproxi-

mately parallel tothe line of the groin to the

opposite stocking of the wearer, and other
stocking-supporting tapes likewise secared to
sald belt, but adapted to extend across said
first-mentioned tapes, to the stockings of the
wearer, of a pad mounted on said ta,pes and
ar ranwed to be pressed thereby against the
body ot the wearer.

9. Inastocking-supporter, the combmatiOn
with a waist-plece, and two stocking-support-
ing tapes secured thereto on opposite sides of
the center line and extending therefrom in
different angular directions and crossing be-
low said waist-piece, of a pad mounted on said

tapes . and arranged to be pressed thereby
against the body of the wearer.

10. In a stocking-supporter, the combina-
tion with a waist-belt, two crossing stocking-
supporting tapes secured thereto on opposite
sides of the center line and each adapted to
extend therefrom beneath the abdomen of the
wearer to the opposite stocking, and other
stocking-supporting tapes likewise secured to
sald belt, but'adapted to extend across said

first-mentioned tapes, to the stockings of the

wearer, of a pad mounted on said tapes and
adapted to be pressed, thereby againstthe body
of the wearer.

11. In a stocklncr—supporter the combina-
tion with a waist- -plece, crossing stocking-sup-
porting tapessecured thereto on opposite sides
of the center line and each adapted to extend
therefrom to the opposite stocking of the
wearer, and other stocking-supporting tapes
secured to said wailst-piece but arranged to
hang more directly downward than said first
tapes, of a pad mounted on said tapes and
adapted to be pressed thereby against the body
of the wearer.

12. In a stocking-supporter, the combina-
tion with a walst-plece, diagonal stocking-
supporting tapessecured theretoand arranged
to extend from one side of the median line di-
agonally across the abdomen to the opposite
stocking of the wearer, a pad crossed by said
tapes, and other stocking-supporting tapes
crossing the pad and arranged toextend sub-
stantially longitudinally of the abdomen and
likewise secured to said waist-piece. |
- 18. In a stocking-supporter, the combina-
tion with a waist-piece, of diagonal stocking-
supporting tapes angularly connected thereto
and provided with means at their lower ends

for connection to stockings, other tapes con-

nected more nearly vertically to said waist-
piece and arranged to hang substantially lon-
oitudinally of the abdomen,and a pad mounted
on, and secured to, said last-named tapes.

In testimony whereof T affix my signature in
the presence of two withesses.

CHARLES W. STIMSON.

Witnesses:
D. Howarp Haywoob,
H. M. MARBLE.
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