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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, AAroN LEVINGSTON, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Kan-

sas City, in the county of Jackson and State

of Missouri, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Pencil - Sharpeners
and Point-Protectors, of which the following
1s a specification. |

This invention relatestoacombined pencil-
sharpener and point-protector; and my object
is to produce a device of this character which
need never be removed from the pencil, and
isherefore is in no danger of being mislaid and
ost. |

A further object is to produce a device of

this character which is of simple, durable, and
cheap construction and which performs its
functions efficiently and reliably.

With these objects in view the invention
consists in certain novel and peculiar features
of construction and organization, as herein-
after described and claimed, and in order that
it may be fully understood reference 1s to be
had tothe accompanyingdrawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a lead-
pencil equipped with a combined penecil-sharp-
ener and point-protector embodying my 1n-
vention, said device being disposed in the po-
sition it occupies when either sharpening the
pencil or protecting its point. Fig. 2 repre-
sents a side elevation of a pencil with the de-
vice'advanced on the pencil a sufficient dis-
tance to permit its protector member to be
swung aside to uncover the point for use, said
protector member being shown in dotted lines

in its new position, where, it will be observed,

it affords no obstruction to the free use of the
pencil. Fig. 3 is a cross-section taken on the
line ITI ITT of Fig. 1. Fig. 4 1s a section on
the dotted line I'V of Fig. 1. |
Referring to the drawings in detail, 1 des-
ionates a split sleeve of spring metal, so that
said sleeve will adapt itself to lead-pencils A
of slightly-varying form or size In cross-sec-
tion. Pivoted to the sleeve member of the
device, as at 2, are the comparatively long
and narrow oppositely-disposed arms 4 of the
cone member 3, said arms 4 being of consid-
erable length'in order to provide compara-
tively long slots 5 between them for a pur-
pose which presently appears. Fromthe base
of one of said slots and nearly to the apex of
the cone the latter is split, as at 6, and one
edge of said split portion is sharpened and
bent inward beyond the plane of the inner
side of the cone, this bent portion or knife-

edge T being tempered in any suitable man-
ner, so that it shall act to sharpen a lead-pen-

¢il extending through the sleeve and into the

cone, the sleeve acting to hold the pencilasit
is rotated in being sharpened from lateral
movement or vibration. Asa resultthe pen-
cil is sharpened symmetrically—that 1s, 1s
sharpened the same all around instead of be-
ing cut more on one side than at the other, as
would be the case in most instances, at least,
if the cone and the operator’s eye were de-
pended upon to hold the pencil in absolute
axial alinement with the cone while being
turned in the latter. Where the snugly-fit-
ting sleeve is employed all that the operator
is called upon to perform is to impose for-
ward pressure on the pencil as he rotates the
latter. '

When the pencil is not in use, the device
occupies the same relation to the pencil as
when the latter is being sharpened—that 1s
to say, the cone member incloses the sharp-
ened end of the pencil and in such position it
obviously protects the point from breakage.

When it is desired to write with the pencil,
the sleeve is slid forward until the base of
slots 5 is slightly in advance of the point of
the pencil, and then said cone memberisswung
hack to the position shown in dotted lines,
Fig. 2. If preferred, the operator can slide
the sleeve back toward the tip or butt-end of
the pencil while using the latter. Practice
has demonstrated, however, that the pencil
can be used without the slightest discomfort
with the cone member occupying substan-
tially the position shown in dotted lines, Fig.
9. Most people would prefer to slide the
sleeve back about a half-inch in order that
the operator’s fingers and thumb shall come
in direct contact with the pencil instead of
the sleeve. -

From the above description it will be ap-
parent that I have produced 2 device of the
character described which possesses the fea-
tures of advantage enumerated as desirable
in the statement of the object of the inven-
tion and which may be modified in minor par-
tiealars without departing from its spirit and
scope or sacrificing any of its advantages.

Having thus described the invention, what
I claim asnew, and desire to secure by Letters

Patent, 15—

1. A device of the character described, com-
prising a sleeve to fit adjustably upon a pen-
cil, and a cone to inclose the point of the pen-
cil and pivoted to said sleeve.
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2. A device of the character described, com-
prising a split sleeve of resilient material, and
a cone pivoted to said sleeve and adapted to
inclose the point of a pencil.

3. A device of the character described, com-
prising a sleeve adjustable upon a pencil, and
a cone to inclose the point of the pencil and
provided with a pair of long arms projecting
from 1ts base or portion of greatest diameter
and pivoted to said sleeve_at opposite points.

4. A device of the character deseribed, com-

1t adjustably upon a pen-

- prising a sleeve to fit

cil, and a cone to inclose the point of the pen-
cil and pivoted to said sleeve; said cone being
provided with aninternal knife-edge disposed
inward of and substantially par allehnﬂ* the
inner surface of the cone.

In testimony whereof Laffixmy signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

AARON LEVINGSTON.

Witnesses:
H. C. RoDpgERs,
(x. Y. THORPE.
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