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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that 1. LroNarD BANKS, ac-
countant, a subject of the King of GGreat Brit-
ain, residing at Christchurch, in the Colony of

New Zealand, have invented a new and useful

Means for Press-Copying Letters and the
- Like; and I do hereby declare the following to
be a full, clear, and exact description of the
same.

In copying letters and such like by the wet
process into a press-copy book it 18 necessary
to damp the ﬂlmsv sheet, so that 1t will take a
print or impression of the matter to be copled
when pressure is applied to the closed book.
The means sometimes employed to moisten

the flimsy consists of a piece of damp cotfon |
material that is first cut to the size of the copy-

ing-book and then placed upon the flimsy un-
der which is the letter to be copled. -

In order to induce the damp cotton material

to lie properly and without creasing on the

flimsy, I construct a sack of the material, that

is open at one or both of its ends to permit of
the insertion into the sack of a stiff sheet of
sm'éle non-oxidizable substance, such as cellu-
loid. |

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
shows a suitable sheet of material for my pur-
pose, and IFig. 2 the sack m w hich it 1s 1n-
serted.

@ is the sack, which is open at both ends to"

permit the sheet 4 to beinserted or withdrawn.
The sack is made of a size convenlently to re-
tain the sheet in the usual course of handling;
but by forming the damp material as a sack
the stlﬂenmw-csheet may be easily removed for
the purpose of applying it to a new sack.

In order to keep a number of the cloths
moistand ready for use, several may be placed,

one upon another, upon a dampened pad of
felt in a tray. If the sheets & are perforated
with small holes, as shown in the drawings,
the process of dampening the superposed
cloths will be facilitated.

The material I prefer to employ in the con-
struction of the sacks is a double - warped
calico; but any other suitable material of ana-
ture to hold moisture will also serve my pur-

. pose.

After a letter has been placed under a flimsy
sheet a damp sack, that is rendered rigid by
the inclosed sheet b is placed upon the ﬂimsy

‘and the letter may then be copied 1n the usual

way.

Having now described my invention, What IR
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s— -

1. In a device for press-copying letters and
the like, in combination, a sack of moisture-
retaining material that is open atl one or both
of its ends and a stiff sheet of non-oxidizable
substance that is inserted into the sack and re-

‘tained therein, as specified.

2. In adevice for press- copying letters and
the like, in combination, a sack ot moisture-
retaining material that is open at one or both
1ts end% and a stiff sheet of non-oxidizable
substance that is perforated and which is in-
serted into and held within the sack, substan-
tially as shown and for the purposes set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
&Jpemﬁcatlon in the presence of two subbcrlb-
Ing witnesses.

LEONARD BANKS.

W itnesses:
P. M. NEwWTON,
‘M. K. ExEs.
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