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Tos (o wwleoin T8 My coneern: |

Peit known that 1, BEverLY P. HERNDON,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
lorence, county of Pinal, and Territory of
Arizona, have invented a certain new and
aseful Iniprovement 1n Railroad-Spikes, of
wlich the Tollowing is a specification. N

My invention relates to a new and useful

improvement in railroad-spikes, and has for

its objcct to provide a spike which 1s curved
upen two sides ab the point, which will allow
the spike to be driven with less strokes of the
hammer, and will not fracture the wood to
such an extent as the ordirary spike does.
Anuther object of my invention 1s to pro-
“vide o head npon the spike, by which the blow

of the hammnier in driving the spike will be so |

distributed as not to be liable to break oft
the head c¢f the spike when the same comes
11 contact with the base of the rail |
 With these ends in view this invention
consists in the details of construction and
combination of elements hereinafter set forth
and then specifically designated by the claim.
"~ In order that those skilled in the art to

which this invention appertains may under-

stand how to mzke and use the same, the
construction and operation will now be de-
scribed in detail, referring to the accompany-
ing drawings, forming a part of this Speci-
fication, in which— o
 Figure 115 a side elevation of m);
Fig. 2, a front elevation of the same; ‘ig. 3, a
plan view; Fig. 4, an end view. D
in carrying out my invention as here ecm-
bodied, A represents the body of the spike,
which is square In cross-section. The end of
the spike is beveled upon the front ana rear
sides, so es to puint the spike, as represented
at 3. " The front and rearsides of the spike
at the lower end are also grooved outward,
nsindicated at C. The groove starting at the

chisel-point of the spike and extendmg out-
ward to ihe Tront and rear side of the spike
and merging inio the plain surface, the ter-|

mination of the grooves will be a considerable
distance above the beginning of the beveled
point. ‘This will give to the spiké in the cen-

ter o long gradually-widened point: but upon

each side of the groove the spke will run
down straight to the beginning of the bevel.

The head of the spike is formed with the |

usual rmjectimn_ D), which extends cutward
from the front side of the spike wnd isudapted
to e over the base of the rail and hold the

swine i place wher the spike is driven in the 5

spike;

!
1

L
L ]
r
1

tie. Upon the upper side of the head 1s
formed the tapering protrusion (, which 18
formed in the shape ef a truncated cone.

'~ This protrusion €’ is for the purpose of re-
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ceiving the blows of. the mmer in driving
' the spike and 1s located directly over the
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shank of the spike, and thus the blows of the.
hatmer are communicated to the spike m a

straight vertical line to the point, atd the ex-

' tension D does not receive any of the blows
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‘whatsoever, and therefore is not liable to be

broken off when ¢cming in contact with the
base of the rutl. o | L

The advantages of my inventicn are thiat
by forming the point with the grooves C

Sormaed in the front and rear sides it allows

the spike to enter the wood quickly, and
'l.herellm'e one tap of the hammer is sullicient
to cause the spike to stand upright In tie
wood, and on account of the comparatively
long point the fibers of the wood will be cut
by said point and allow the spike to enter
with less strokes of the hammer thun with
the ordinary spike now used, and by cutting
the fiber of t}ie wood instead of .tearing it
apart the wood is not fractured fo such an
extent as with the ordinary spike, and there-
by holds the spike more securely in place and
always furnishing an elongated chisel-point. -
The spike is not weakered upon the end, be-
cause the spike extends down each side of the
groove in a straight line to the bevel-point,
thus in reality forming a cutting-rib upon

.each side of the groove, which will strengthen

the point and prevent the same from bending
or being broken off in driving, at the same

time cutting its way into the wood. An-
other advantage of my mmprovement s that

by forming a protrusion upon the upper end
of the spike directly dbove the shank the
blow of the hammer is communicated di-

rectly in a vertical line above the shank,

which will allow the spike to be driven much’.
more accuraiely and with less strokes than

with the ordinary spike, and by preventing

the hammmer from coming in contact with the
extension D the head is not liableto bebroken
when coming in contact with the buse of the
rail. L -
Of course I do not wish to be limited to the
exact construction here. shown, as slight

‘modifications could be made without depart-

ing from the spirit of my invention..
Having thus fully described my invention,

. what I claim as new and uscful is—

A spike hoving a shank substantially rec-
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“tanguler in eross-section which is provided

“at its extremity with a straight chisel edge

located in the longitudinal median or central
line of the spike and on each of its opposite
sidés having a pair of longitudinally-extend-

mg edge flanges constituting straight contin-

- uations of the spike-shank to points midwa

of their length and thence regularly and simi-
larly tapering or converging direct. to the
straight chisei edge aforesaid into which. they
merge, said spike-shank being
‘tween the respective sets of edge flanges with
transversely and longitudinally curving con-

provided be-

¥

| cavities which are defined by said edge

Hanges and begia in straight transverse mur-
gins and regularly and similacly converae to
points clf}sely adjacent the straight chisel

‘edge aforesaid and there meiging into the

driving portion or tip of the spike. )
In testimony whereof 1 have herbunto af-

- fixed my signature in the presence of twosub-

scribing witnesses. - _

~ BEVERLY P. HELRXDON.

Wiinesses: _ S
. WM, Bay,
F.E MwLer.
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