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To all whonv it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Guy MAFERA, of Bos-

ton, 1n the county of Suffolk and State of

Massachusetts, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Wire Fabrie, of
which the following is a specification.

This mnvention relates to wire fabric such
as that used in the construction of wire mat-
tresses, and has for 1ts object to provide fas-

teners for uniting the ends of the wires in

such a way that the fabric when folded for

shipment or any other purpose shall be com-
pact and of the smallest possible bulk.

The fabric illustrated upon the accom-
panying drawings is composed of a series of
interlooped wires, each of which is in the
form of a somewhat flattened helix. The

helical wires, each extending the width of

the fabric, are twisted through each other
and the ends at the side edges of the fabric
united by suitable connecting-links. Here-
tofore the connecting-link referred to has
been formed of sheet metal having holes, one
at each end, through which the ends of the
wires are securely hooked. The objection
to links of this description is that the inter-
vening metal between the end holes binds
upon the wires when the fabric is rolled, fold-
ing bemng impossible, and prevents them
from shiding back or forth or turning rela-
tively to each other according to the tend-
ency thereof. The result 1s that no two
wires lie flat against each other, and the
whole aggregation 1s a bulky disorderly
mass of bent wire.

In order to remedy the defects caused by
links formed as described, and so to enable
the helical wires to be folded fi
other, the present invention provides a con-
necting-link formed of a loop in the form of
an elongated letter Q, through which the ad-
Jacent ends of two wires are looped and se-
curely hooked. Kither or both of the wires
are free to slide lengthwise of the link, and
the fact that they lie flat when folded is due
solely to that freedom of movement.

Of the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, Figure 1 llustrates
a portion of wire fabric provided with O-
shaped connecting-links. Fig. 2 illustrates
the same portion folded. Fig. 3 is an edge
view ol one of the link connections.

The same reference characters indicate the
same parts wherever they occur.

The fabric herein illustrated is composed

at upon each

of a plurality of wires 10, extending trans-
versely thereof and each bent in the form of

a somewhat flattened helix of steep pitch.
Sald wire helices are intertwisted in a series,

80 that their sharply-bent portions 11 hook

around each other. The ends of the wires
10 are bent to form eyes 12, of which each
adjacent pair is united by a connecting-link
15, formed of wire bent in the form of an
elongated letter 0. By so forming the links
15 an open space 16 1s provided between the
eyes 12.  The length of the links is such that
1t permits the bends 11 to engage each other
when the fabric 1s unfolded, as in Fig. 1, and
drawn out to its full length. When the fab-
ric 1s folded for packing or any other purpose,
each wire 1s turned half over, so that it lies
lat upon the wire next to it, as shown in Fig.
2. The links 15 being perfectly free to ad-
just themselves relatively to the eyes 12 by
reason of the space 16 do not bind thereupon,
and so interfere with the folding of the pieces.
To fold the fabric into the smallest form, the
wires 10 are not folded over and over, as in
rolling, but are folded in alternately oppo-
site directions. ‘

Having thus explained the nature of the
invention and described a way of construci-
ing and using the same, although without at-
tempting to set forth all of the forms in
which 1t may be made or all of the modes of
1ts use, I declare that what I claim is—

1. A wire fabric comprising a series of heli-
cal wires flattened and interlooped, eyes
formed by the ends of said wires, and a plu-
rality of links each having an elongated open-
ing therethrough and each looped through
and connecting two adjacent eyes of said
wires. _ -

2. A wire fabric comprising a series of
wires extending transversely thereof and
bent 1n the form of helices somewhat flat-
tened and mnterlooped with each other, a plu-
rality of links each having an elongated open-
ing through which the two adjacent ends of
each two adjacent wires project, and eyes
formed by the ends of said wires around
solid portions of said links.

3. A wire fabric comprising a series of
wires extending transversely thereof and
bent in the form of helices somewhat flat-
tened and interlooped with each other, eyes
formed by bends at the ends of said wires,
and connecting-links formed of continuous
elongated rings each extending through two
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adjacent eyes ol each two adjacent helical | thereto and connecting two adjacent eyes of
Wires. two adjacent wires.

4. A wire fabric comprising a series of In testimony whereof 1 have aflixed my
wires extending transversely thereof and | signature in presence of two witnesses.
bent in the form of helices somewhat flat- | GUY MAFE]

T e ka . | ] MAFERA.

tened and interlooped with each other, eyes
formed by bends at the ends of said wires, Witnesses: -
and connecting-links looped through said C. C. STECHER,
eves and longitudinally shidable relatively M. 3. May.
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