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To «ll whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, ALBERT F. THAYER, a
citizen of the United States, residing in Ma-
plehill, in the county of Wabaunsee and State
of Kansas, have invented anew and useful Im-

provement in Butter-Receptacles, of which

the following is a specification.

1t 1s a well-known fact that butter kept in
an absolutely air-tight package or receptacle
will remain pure and sweet for practically an
indefinite time; but if it is exposed to the
alr 1t will quickly spoil and become rancid.
The best method up to the present time, as
far as I am aware, for preserving butter is to
pack 1t in an air-tight jar and afterward pour
a salt brine into the jar, which covers and
practically surrounds the butter, allowing the
airin the jarorin the butter to escape through
the brine, but preventing the external air
from entering the jar. This makes practi-
cally an air-tight package which is easily
cleaned, and thereby kept sweet, and which
can be used a great many times.
objection to butter-jars as now constructed
i1s that after the butter has been packed there-
m 1t hardens, contracts, and becomes sepa-
rated tfrom the sides and bottom of the jar.
Atter such separation 1t rises and floats to the
top of the brine that has been surrounding it,
and thereby becomes exposed to the air and
quickly spoils. Under such circumstances
1t has been deemed necessary in order to
keep.the butter palatable to hold it below the
surface of the brine by means of heavy stones
or weights; but this weighting is uncertain in
1ts results, inasmuch as the weights often slip
to one side and permit the butter torise tothe
surtace of the brine and float, and thus be-
come spolled. It is the object of this inven-
tion to overcome this difficulty by providing
a Jar which so constructed that the butter
will be anchored or held at or near the bottom
of the jar without the employment of weights
and be thus effectually prevented from rising
or floating and becoming exposed to the ex-
ternal air.

The nature of the invention is fully de-
scribed below, and illustrated in the accompa-
nying drawings, in which—

Kigure 11s a perspective view of a butter-
jarembodying myinvention or improvement.
F1g. 2 1s a central vertical section of the same.
Iig. 3 1s a horizontal section taken through
the grooves, which are below described.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

A serious .

a represents the sides or wall, and b the bot-
tom, of a butter-jar of the ordinary general
shape, made of pottery or of any other suit-
able material. .

e ¢ represent grooves or recesses located in
the mner surface of the wall @ of the jar near
the bottom. The grooves illustrated in the
drawings are horizontal, of a depth which is
about one-half the depth of the thickness of
the wall of the jar and opposite each other.
The depth, however, of the grooves may vary,
as desired, may or may not be even through-
out, and, 1n fact, the grooves may be of any
size or shape which will produce the desired
result. Moreover, there may be many forms
of recesses, cavities, or grooves which would
operate approximately as well as those illus-
trated in the drawings. -

In operation when the butter is packed in
the jar 1t is pressed into these grooves or re-
cesses, thus increasing the diameter of the
butter at that point, so that it is efficiently
anchored or locked in position at or near the
bottom of the jar and cannot rise or float
and 1s thereby kept perfectly sweet, making
1t possible for the butter to be removed from
the jar through the brine without the ex-
posure of any portion of the mass of butter to
the air. _ '

It 1s evident that the number of grooves or
recesses may be greater or less than those
1llustrated and that they may be located
higher or a little lower than as shown in the
drawings. As at present advised I consider
the number, shape, and Ilocation of the
grooves or recesses to be perfectly efficient
and, perhaps, on the whole preferable to any
other number, shape, or location; but I do
not confine myself to any particular number,
shape, or location of grooves or recesses fur-
ther than that they must be of such a shape
on the inner surface of the wall to engage the
butter and prevent it from rising and float-
ng.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— |

1. A butter-receptacle provided on the in-
ner surface of its sides or wall with one or
more recesses or cavities, whereby as the but-
ter 1s packed in the receptacle 1t is pressed
into sald recesses or cavities and is thereby
locked or retained in position, for the pur-
pose set forth. |

2. A butter-receptacle provided on the in-
ner surtace of its sides or wall with one or
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more recesses or cavities located near the bot-
tom of the receptacle, whereby as the butter
is packed in the receptacle 1t is pressed into
sald recesses or cavities and is thereby locked
or retained in position, for the purpose set
forth.

3. A butter-receptacle provided on the in-
ner surface of its sides or wall with one or
more groove-shaped recesses or cavities,
whereby as the butter is packed 1n the recep-
tacle it 1s pressed into said groove-shaped re-
cesses or cavities and thereby locked or re-
tained in position, for the purpose set lforth.

4. A butter-receptacle provided on the in-
ner surface of its sides or wall with one or
more horizontal grooves, whereby as the but-
ter is packed in the receptacle 1t 1s pressed
intosaid grooveor grooves and therebylocked
or retained in position, for the purpose set
forth.

5. A butter-receptacle provided on the 1n-

ner surface of its sides or wall with one or
more horizontal grooves located near the bot-
tom of the receptacle, whereby as the butter
is packed in the receptacle it 1s pressed into
said groove or grooves and thereby locked or
retained in position, for the purpose set
forth.

6. A butter-receptacle provided on the in-
ner surface of its sides or wall with opposite
horizontal grooves, whereby as the butter 1s
packed in the receptacle it is pressed into
said erooves and thereby locked or retamed
in position, for the purpose set forth.

[n testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence ol
two subseribing witnesses.

ALBERT F. THAYER.

Witnesses:
WarTER HAMILTON,
Crartes 0. MENARD.
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