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To all whom Tt may conceri:

Be it known that I. ALFRED K. STANDEN, &
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Chicago, Cook county, Illinois, have invent-
ed certain new and useful Improvements 1n
Measuring, Protecting, and Display Means
for Fabrics: and 1 do hereby declare that the
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the same, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, and to the letters ot
reference marked thereon, which form a part
of this specification.

This invention relates more particularly to

ready means for measuring fabrics—such as

ribbon, tape, or other material adapted to be

put up in rolls—and at the same time to af-

ford a protective and display covering there-
for. S |

Heretofore, though it has been attempted
to provide a measuring-strip adapted to be
rolled with the fabric to be measured there-
by, the use of such strips has not become
general, owing to the fact that the strip and
the fabric being rolled one inside the other
causes the outer one to roll more rapidly than
the other, thus after a few yards have been
wound upon the roll causing a discrepancy
in the measurement, which 1s sometimes ob-
jectionable. It is also true that inasmuch as

the fabric and measuring-strip were not se-

cured together as the same are unwound the
measuring - strip fell away from the fabric,

 thus rendering it sometimes difficult to apply
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the strip for measuring purposes.
The object of my invention is to provide a

measuring and protective strip adapted to be

?

secured to and rolled with the fabric to be
measured and protected thereby and so con-
nected therewith as to insure both the fabric

and the measuring-strip winding uniformly

in the roll, preventing any creeping of either
with respect to the other, this 1nSuring ac-
curacy of measuring and at the same time
protecting fabric from soiling under all con-
ditions. | |

The invention consists in the matters here-

inafter described, and more fully pointed out
and defined in the appended claims.
In the drawings, Figure 1is a perspective

so yiew of a device embodying my invention,

fabric A is passed, as shown.
verse slits are arranged any convenient dis-

| showing the same used in connection with a

ribbon. Fig. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary
plan view of the same. Fig. 3 is an enlarged
fracmentary central section thereof.

As shown in said drawings, B indicates a
flexible strip of paper or other suitable ma-
terial having a width greater than that of the
fabric A rolled therewith (in the present in-

stance shown as a ribbon) and, as shown, pro-

vided atintervals along its entire length with
transverse central slits formed by cutting

| therefrom centrally at equal distances apart

a narrow transverse strip of a length slightly
oreater than the width of the ribbon or other
tabric adapted to be used in connection with
said strip. Through said transverse slits the
Said trans-

tance apart—as, for instance, one-fourth or
one-eighth of a yard-—-so that the ribbon or
fabric when passed therethrough is equally
distributed on each side of said strip, and 1n-
asmuch as the ribbon or fabric passes through
said slits said strip and fabric are intimately
associated even when fully unwound. The
margins of the strip which project beyond
the fabric or ribbon are provided with linear
scales arranged on one side the same to ex-
press yards, feet, and inches near the mar-
oins, and the metric linear scale between the
same and the fabric and on opposite margins
reading from opposite ends of the strip. As
shown, the metric scale on the opposite side
or face of the strip isarranged near the mar-
oin, while the linear scales are arranged 1n-
termediate the same and the fabric.

If preferred, a distinctive color suitable to
the fabric may be given to the strips, thus
not only affording means for protecting and

measuring the strips but as well affording a
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desirable means for displaying the same at-

tractively.

The operation is as follows: The strip with

the fabric passed therethrough, as shown 1n
Fig. 1, is rolled in the usual manner, the fab-
ric coming on alternate sides of the strip
owing to the same being passed repeatedly
therethrough. The ends of the fabric and the
strips having been arranged to coincide at the
inner end of the roll, the same will be found to
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coincide at the outer end when the roll is com-
pleted. Inasmuch asthe fabricis held in con-

nection with the strip, the said strip affords
ready and convenient means for measuring

“any desired purchase from the roll, and inas-

much as the scales on opposite margins of the
strip read from opposite ends of the strip the
salesman can readily at any time tell the num-
ber of yards or meters remaining unsold in
the roll without unwinding the same.
Obviously the strips being connected with
the fabric at intervals along its length, the roll
may be handled as desired without tendency
of the strip to separate from the fabric, thus
at all times affording a convenient protection
for the fabric not otherwise attainable. Ob-
viously the strips may be of any desired ma-

terial, and the transverse slits may be of any

desired width and arranged any preferred dis-
tance apart, and other details of construction
may be varied without departing from the
principles of this invention.

I claim as my invention—

1. A bolt, roll, orcoil of fabric having a lin-
ear measuring-strip rolled therein and extend-
ing from end to end thereof, said measuring-
strip having equally-spaced transverse slits
therein throughout its length through each
of which said fabric passes.

2. A bolt, rollor coil of fabrichaving a strlp
provided Wlth a linear scale reading from end
to end thereof rolled therein, said strip having
equally -spaced transverse slits throughout
its length through which the fabric passes
from alternate sides.

3. Thecombination witharoll of fabrie, of a
measuring-strip having a plurality of oppo-
sitely-reading scales indicated thereon and in
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length equal to the reading from opposite
ends of the fabrie, said measuring-strip and
fabric being arranged to coincide and rolled

| into a bolt, said fabric passing at regular in-

tervals through the strip throughout its
length.

4. Thecombination with astrip of fabric, of
ameasuring-strip of a greater width and equal
length rolled therewith into a bolt and having
on the opposite edges thereof linear scales
reading from its opposite ends and also hav-
ing throughout its length equally-spaced
transverse slits through each of which the
fabric 1s passed whereby said strip is capable
of use 1n measuring purchases and determin-

ing by inspection of the scale the quantlty re-
maining in the bolt.
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5. A flexible measuring-strip for the pur- -

pose specified comprising a measuring and pro-
tecting device marked to afford linear scales
at its edgesand provided throughoutitslength
with equally-spaced transverse slits adapted
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to receive a strip of fabric or the like there-

through.

6. A flexible measuring-strip of a distinct-
1ve color having a plurality of oppositely-
reading scales on each margin and each side
thereof and having central transverse slits ar-
ranged at equal and short distances apart
throughout its length.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto sub-
scribed my name in the presence of two sub-
scriblng witnesses.

ALFRED E. STANDEN.

Witnesses:
C. W. Hiows,
ArLrreED C. ODELL.
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