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UNITED STATES

Patented J uly 11, 1905

PATENT OFFICE.

LEMUEL B. TOMPKINS, OF NEW ROCHELLE, NEW YORK.

LINE-HOLDER.

S ECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 794,570, dated July 11, 1905.
Application filed March 13, 1905. Serial No. 249,790,

To all whom it may concern:

citizen of the Umted States, residing at New
Rochelle, in the county of Westchester and
State of New York, have invented new and use-
ful Improvements in Line-Holders, of which
the following is a specification. |

My invention relates to securing devices for
ropes or lines commonly known as °‘line-
holders,” and has for its object to provide an
improved construction of the same that will
maintain the line taut under strain and which
may be slackened when not in use and vet re-
tain the free end of the line in engagement
therewith in position to be drawn taut when
desired. ThisobjectIaccomplishin the man-
ner and by the means hereinafter described

and claimed, reference being had to the aec-

companying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 isaside elevation of my improved
holder, showing the line applied thereto and
held taut. Fig. 2isasimilar view taken from
the opposite side of the holder. Fig. 8 is an
edge view of the same.

Similar numerals of reference denote cor-
responding parts in the several views.

In the said drawings the reference-numeral
1 denotes a block of wood or other suitable
material provided near one end with an aper-
ture 2 for the reception of one end of the line
3, the same to be permanently attached there-
to, as shown. Near its other end said block
1s provided with the two apertures 4 and 5.
located 1n the longitudinal center of the block,
and between the apertures 2 and 4 is provided
a Jam-slot 6, extending diagonally from one
side of the block to approximately the longi-
tudinal center thereof and in the direction of
the apertures 4 and 5, as shown. On one
side of the block is fixed at 7 a spring-plate
8, the free end of the same overlying the ap-
erture 4 and extending part way of the .dis-
tance between said aperture 4 and the aper-
ture 5, as shown.

In operation the line 3 is fastened at one
end through aperture 2 and then after pass-
ing around the usual pulleys 9 or other suit-
able fixed points is passed through aperture
5 toward the side on which spring-plate 8 is

' aperture 4, the Sprmcr-plate 8 pressing there-

Be it known that I, LEmueL B. ToMPKINS, a | on, as shown
taut and its free end engaged in jam-slot 6,

The line may now be drawn

which will firmly retain it in its taut condl-
tion under any usual strain. When it is de-

sired to slacken the line—as, for instance,

when not in use—the same may be disengaged
completely from jam-slot 6, whereupon the
resistance offered to its slackening by its en-
gagement In the apertures4 and 5, augmented
by the resistance offered by the spring-plate
8 pressing thereon, while 1t will permit a
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moderate reduction of the tension from the

taut condition will still be sufficient to pre-
vent a complete disengagement, the line be-
ing thus retained by the apertures 4 and 5
and spring-plate 8 in a slackened condition.

I have found that by employing the two ap-
ertures 4 and 5 alone for the reception of the
line 3 and by making said apertures approxi-
mately the size of the line the same will offer
suficlent resistance to prevent disengage-
ment; but owing to constant variations in the
diameter of said line, due to climatic condi-
tions, there 1s a liability to bind 1n said aper-
tures when the line is swollen by moisture,
which defect is completely overcome by mak-
Ing sald apertures larger and employing the
sprmw-pldte 8.

A particular advantage possessed by my
improved construction is that when the line
1s disengaged from the jam-slot 6 and per-
mitted to slacken while the line is wet any
subsequent shrinkage of the line which would
tend to render the same taut will be automat-
ically compensated for by a corresponding
shipping through the apertures 4 and 5, where-
by the line will remain in its slackened posi-
tion and yet always engaged with its holder
ready to be tautened.

Having thus deseribed my mventlon what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s—

1. A line-holder, embodvmcr a block hav-

Ing an open jam- slot in one side, and a plu-
rality of line-receiving &pertures in substan-
tial alinement with and in the same end with
respect to said jam-slot.

2. A line-holder, embodylnﬂ‘ a block hav-

50 located and is passed from thence back through | ing an open jam- slot in one side, a plurality
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of line-receiving aperturesinsubstantial aline- | and in the same end with respect to said jam-
ment with and in the same end with respect | slot, and having a spring-plate whose free end
to said jam-slot, and a spring-plate having its | lies in the line between said apertures.

free end lying in the line between said aper- In tesmmonv whereof I have hereunto set
5 tures. my hand in the presence of two subscribing 15
3. A line-holder, consisting of a block hav- | witnesses. '
ing means at one end for permanentlv attach- LEMUEL B. TOMPKINS.
ing the line thereto, having an open jam-slot |  Witnesses:
in one side, having a plura,llw of line-recelv- CHas. F. STEHLIN,

10 ing apertures in substantial alinement with CORNELIUS VANDER LEE.
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