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To all whom it may coneceri..

Be it known that I, HerseErT H. ToTHILL, 2
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Lockport, in the county of Niagara and State
of New York, have invented a new and Im-
proved Hitching-Weight Holder, of which the
following isafull, clear, and exact description.

This invention relates to improvements In
devices for supporting a horse - hitching

weight on a delivery-wagon or other vehicle, .

an object being to provide a supporting device
of simple construction, by means of which the
weight when not in use may be suspended from
the footboard or other portion of a vehicle in
such manner as to be readily lowered to the
oround or raised by a personsitting in the ve-
hicle.

Other objects of the invention will appear
in the general description.

1 will deseribe a hitching-weight holder em-
bodying my invention and then point out the
novel features in the appended claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is aside view of a hitching-weight
holder embodying my invention, showing the
Fio. 2 1s a sec-
Fig. 3 1s a bot-

tional elevation of the holder.

“tom plan, partly insection; and Fig. 41s a sec-

tion on the line 4 4 of IFig. 2.

The device comprises a casing 5, which 1s
open at the bottom and at the top. 1t 1s pro-
vided with a forwardly-extended flange 6 at
its upper end and with a rearwardly-extended
flange 7, these flanges being provided with
holes through which bolts may pass to secure
the device to the under side of the vehicle-
footboard, as indicated, or to any other suit-
able place on the body. The front wall of

the casing at theinner side is inclined upward

and outward, as indicated at 8, and arranged
at the inner side of the rear wall 1s a wear-
plate 9, which to prevent its falling out has
its upper end turned over the upper end of
said rear wall, and the lower end of the wear-

plate is curved outward underneath the lower .

end of said rear wall, and the plate is adjusted
inward to compensate for wear or for differ-
ont thicknesses of a supporting-strap 10 for

the weight 11 by means of a thumb-screw 9% -

The suspending-strap 10 passes through an
opening 12 formed in the footboard, and while
it is not absolutely necessary to secure the up-
ner end when the weight is in its uppermost
position I have here shown the upper end as
provided with an eye 13 for engaging with a
hook attached to the seat or to any other part of
the vehicle, and the strap is prevented from
passing entirely through the opening 12 by
means of stops 15 secured to said strap.

The means for gripping.the suspending-
strap and pressing it against the wear-plate 9
consists of a metal ball 16, which when moved
downward by gravity will be forced closely
against the strap by means of the inclined wall
3, and to increase the frictional engagement
of the eripping-ball with the strap L provide
said strap on its gripping side with a rough-
ened portion 17, consisting of webbing or the
like. . |

Arranged within the casing and upon which
the ball 16 freely rests is a plunger 18, the
lower end of which is pivotally connected to
a lever 19, mounted to swing on the lower end
of the front wall of the casing, and from the
outer end of this lever an actuating-rod 20
passes upward through an opening in the foot-
board, and between the foot-plate 21 on sald

rod and the footboard is a spring 22, which

serves to move the rod upward, and conse-
quently moves the plunger 13 downward to
permit the ball 16 to fall.

From the weight 11 an ordinary hitching-
strap 23 extends to the bridle-bit. When it
is desired to lower the weight, the rod 20 1is
to be pushed downward, which will move the
oripping - ball 16 upward, so that the strap
may readily pass downward until the weleht
reaches the ground. Thenuponreleasing the
foot-pressure the ball 16 will again come into
oripping action. The strap being thin at this
point will run through to the stop 19, sald
stop being preferably placed on the strap to
correspond with the height of different vehi-
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cles, so that if the horse backs thé weight

will be drawn back with the vehicle, L,eepmff

its proper distance from the head of the
horse, and this will also result should the
horse start forward, drawing upon the hitch-
ing-strap 23, and therefore thereis no danger
of the device becoming entangled with ‘the
horse’s legs.

Havmg thusdeseribed my invention, I claim
asnew and desire tosecure by Letters Patent—

1. A hitching-weight holder comprising a
casing, having an inclined wall, a gripping

device momble 1n the casing agalnst said in-

clined wall, and a Sprm@-pressed plunger for
moving said gripping device out of gripping
position.

2. A hitching-weight holder comprising a
casing adapted to be secured to the body of a
vehicle and having an inclined wall, a metal
ball arranged in the casing and adapted for
engagement with said Wall a plunger upon
wh1ch the ball freely rests, a lever with the
inner end of which said plunger has pivotal
connection, and a spun@-‘arebsed operating-
rod extended upward from the outer end of
sald lever.

3. A hitching-weight holder comprising a
casing adapted to be secured to the bottom of
a Vehlcle, sald casing having its front wall in-
clined upward and forward, an inclined ad-
Justable wear-plate extended along the inner
side of the rear wall, a ball- Wewht loosely ar-
ranged in the casing and adapted for engag-
ing “with said inclined wall, a plunger in the
casing on which said ball rests, a lever piv-

oted to the casing and having its inner end |
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pivoted to said plunger, and a rod extended
upward from the outer end of said lever.
4. A hitching-weight holder comprising a

casing adapted to be secured to the under side 4c¢

of a Vehlcle footboard, the said casing having
an Iinclined front W‘LH a wear - plate &(1]11813-
able inward of the rear wall and having a por-
tion engaging over the upper end of said
wall, a metal ball arranged loosely in the
casing and adapted for engagement with said
mclmed wall, and a Spring- pres-sed plunger
1n the casing for moving said ball in one di-
rection.

5. A 111t0111n0'—wewht holder comprising a
casing, a gripping device movable freely in
the casing in vertical direction, the said grip-
ping dewce being movable downward by
gravity, and a plunorer for moving the O’I‘lp-

ping device upward.

6. A hitching-weight holder comprising a
casing, open at its upper and lower ends and
adapted to be secured to the bottom of a foot-
board of a vehicle, said footboard having an
opening, a gripping device movable in the
casing, and a weight-suspending strap hav-
Ing a roughened portion for engaging with
said gripping device, the said strap bemo'
passed over the opening in the footboard and
through the opening in the casing.

Intestimony whereof I huvesi cmed my name
to this specification in the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses.

HERBERI‘ H. TOTHILL.

Witnesses:

Homer M. ALBERTY,
Davip . THOMPSON.
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