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To all whom it mvaly conceri:

Be it known that I, CHARLES AARON PAR-
r1sH, a citizen of the United States, residing
at L&Lel(md in the county ol Polk and State
of Florida, have invented a new and useful

Coupling, of which the following is a specifi-
cablon.

This invention relates to couplings, and
while applicable in many relations has been
especially designed for the detachable con-
nection of theside railsand the head and foot,
It1s also pro-
posed to facilitate the assemblage and discon-

nection of the coupling to permit of the sice

ralls of the bedstead being inverted and to
have elther end of each rail fit any one of the
lee members of the coupling, thercby to

"EWOICJ the ptoductlon of lefts ‘L]’ld rights.

“Another object is to obviate the use of ex-
traneous fastenings and at the same time to
secure a strong, rigid, and durable coupling
which 1s braced in a simple and efiicient man-
ner and is embodied in a neat and compact
form without obstructing the tops of the side
rails, thereby to permit bed-springs of ex-
treme length being properly supported upon
the side rails.

With these and other objects in view the

present invention consists 1 the combination

and arrangement of parts, as will be hereinaf-
ter more fully described, shown in the accom-
panylng drawings, and particularly pointed
out 1n the appended claims, 1t being under-

stood that changes in the form, proportion,

size, and minor details may be made within
the scope of the claims without departing
from the spirit or sacrificing any of the ad-
vantages of the invention.

In he accompanying drawings, figure 118
a vertical longitudinal antloﬂ.;ﬂ view of a
coupling embodying the features of the pres-
ent invention. Hig. 2 1s a horizontal cross-
sectional view thereot. ¥ig. 81s a detail per-
spective view of the leg member of the coup-
hne. Fig. 418 a detail perspective view of
the side-rail coupling member.

Like characters of reference designate cor-
responding parts in each and every higure of
the drawings.

Referring at hivst more particularty to Kig.

-

wherein has been 1lius-
trated what will be termed the “"leg” mem-
ber of the coupling, it will be seen that this
member consists of a tubular open-ended
body 1, having a lateraily-enlarged portion or
base 2, with
next to the base slotted or open longitudi-
nally, as at 3, ana cormxmnimti1‘1;;‘-:; with a ver-
tical socket 4 in the base 2, which intersects
the top and bottom thereof and has 1ts front
wall 5 inclined downwardly and toward the
body, 80 a8 o produce a tapered socket. One
sicdle of the base 21s extended to form a shoul-
der 6, flush with the top of the base, so as to
increase said top and form a broad bearing-
surface, the extended shoulder 6 being braced
by an upstanding web 7.  When used in con-
nection with a beds tead, this coupling mem-
ber 1s cast upon one end of a cross-bar 3,

preferably of angle metal, and having a simi-

lar coupling member (rmt shown) upon the
opposite end of the eross-bar, said cross-bar
being the usual means for connecting the leg-
standards at the head or foot of the hedstead.
1t will here be noted that the edges 9 of the
body 1 at opposite sides of the slt)t 3 are in
transverse alinement, so as to form long hear-
ng - surfaces or shoulders for a purpose as
will hereinafter appPear.

In Fig. 4 of the drawings 'Lhew has been

1Hustrated th(,, rail wupllnﬂ memner, which

consists of a rectangular body 11“11:*111]}@1 or
block 10, which 1s cast upon one end of the
side rail 11, the latter being 1n the nature of
an angle-bar, as shown, or of other preferred
form. Upper and lower integral tongues 12
and 13 extend from the body 10, flush with
what will be termed the *" outer” end thereof,
with their rear faces inclined forwardly and
outwardly to produce wedge-shaped tongues

of a size and shape to individually fit within

the socket 4 of the other coupling member.
A longitndinal grooved seat 14 extends
Lluouahout the ad]{ment faces of the body 10
and the wedge-shaped tongues 12 and 13, and
the tongues are .somuvhm, nmmwer than the
body, so as to produce shoulders 15 at oppo-
the

site sides of the tongues and flush with
top and bottom of Lhe body.
It will of course be understood that any

that side of the body which 18
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sunitable leg-standard 16, cylindrical or of

other Sh‘lpe 1S IeCBITGd Wlthln the tubular
JOdV 1, to which 1t 1s brazed or otherwise
fixed, with a portion of the leg-standard pro-
’ected slightly through the Slot 3 and 1nto the
SOCLE’}t 4. |

In assembling the joint either one of the
toncue members 12 and 13 1s placed in the
socket 4 and forced downward thereinto,
whereby the tapered tongue will become

wedged within thesocket and drawn into snug

engagement with the shoulders 9 of the tubu-
lar member 1 and also with the leg-standard
16 throughout the lengths of the body 1 and
the two tongues, it now being understood that
said hody and tongues are grooved or pro-
vided with a continuous seat 14 to receive the
adjacent portion of the leg-standard, and
thereby secure a snug joint between these
members. When either of the tongues 1s
engaged with the socket 4, the body 10 and
the other tongue of course bear against the
leg-standard, a,nd thereby secure an extreme
bearing length which effectually prevents
tilting of the leg-standard upon the rail, and
thereby avoids looseness in this direction.
Moreover, the body 10 bears directly against
the relatively long shoualders 9 of the tubular
body member 1, so as to effectually bracethe
member 10 against lateral strains, where-
fore 1t will be understood that the joint 1s
braced against strains at right angles to one
another, and therefore a ver v tight and strong
coupling 1s produced.

From the foregoing description it will be
apparent that the device of the present in-
vention is exceedingly simple and effective
for the purpose designed and obviates the
employment of extraneous fastenings. DBy
dispensing with extraneous fastenings and
employing a wedging action the weight upon
the side rail tends to snugly seat the lower
tongue in the socket 4, and thereby draw the
rail member into intimate relation with the
adjacent leg-standard and the leg member of
the couphnb, and as the coupling 1s braced
against vertical and transverse strains loose-
ness of the joint is effectually prevented and
wear will be taken up by reason of the tongue
being received farther into the socket. It
will here be explained that when one tongue
i1s in the socket the other constitutes a brace
rising above the side rail, wherefore both
tongues are alwaysinuse. Moreover, as the
tongues are duplicates the side rail may be
inverted. so as to accommodate the bedstead
to different sizes and characters of bed-
springs, and either end of each rail may be
engaged with any one of the leg members of
the coupling, which obviates the necessity ot

producing rights and lefts.

Having fully described the invention, what
18 claimed 18—
1. The combination of a leg-standard, a

793,951

coupling member consisting of a tubular body
recelving and fixed upon the leg, the lower
end of the coupling being extended laterally
and provided with a vertical socket having 1ts
front wall inclined downwardly toward the
leg-standard, the adjacent side of the body be-
ing provided with a longitudinal slot extend-
ing from end to end thereof and intersecting
the socket, and a side rail having a terminal
enlargement provided with duplicate upstand-
ing and depending wedge-shaped tongues for
individual engagement with the socket, the
corresponding outer faces of the enlargement
and the tongue being formed to bear against
that portion of the leg-standard which 1s ex-
posed through the slot of the tubular body
and the enlargement being provided with
shoulders to bear against the tubular body at
Oppos1te sides of the slot.

A coupling of the character clescrlbed
comprising a tubular open-ended member pro-
vided with a lateral base extension which has
a longitudinal socket intersecting the top of
the extension with its front wall inclined down-
wardly toward the tubular member, said tu-
bular member having a longitudinal slot ex-
tending from end to end thereof and inter-

secting the socket, and a complementary mem-

ber comprising a body having laterally-re-

directions from opposite sides thereot and
flush with one end of the body for individual
engagement with the socket of the first-men-
tioned member, said tongues being tapered to-
ward their outer ends to correspond with the
inclined wall of the socket.

3.. A coupling of the character described
comprising a tubular open-ended body having
a lateral extension which is provided with a
socket, and a reversible member having
tongues projected in opposite directions trom
opposite ends thereot and capable of individ-
ual engagement with the socket, the tongue
which is not engaged with the socket consti-
tuting a brace to bear against a member which
1S 1"ecewed Wlthm the tubular coupling mem-
ber. .

4. The combination of a bedstead-leg hav-
ing a laterally - offset upstanding coupling-
socket, and a side rail having duplicate ter-
minal upstanding and depending tongues ca-
pable of individual engagement with the socket

to permit inverting of the rail, the outer faces

of the tongues being continuous from one to
the other, that tongue which is not engaged
with the socket constituting a brace to bear
against the leg. |

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own 1 have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

CHARLES AARON PARRISH.
Witnesses:

J. Ross CoLHOUN,
C. E. DoywLr.
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